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MEMOIRS OF THE EARLY DAYS
{Contribated.)
WELLINGTON.

(Continued from last week.)
Marlborough.

Towards-the end of 1842 Mr Cottrell, a surveyor, had ox-
plored a way from Nelson into the Wairaw, and the glowing
aceounts given of that district determined Captain Wakefield to
take up land there on behalf of the Nelson settlers, and pre-
parations were made to extend the setilement in that direction.
. Captain Wakefield held that the whols of what is now known as
Marlborough was included in the purchase made at the time of the
Wellington Setblement, but the Maori chiefs thought otherwise.
As soon as the news of the projected survey reached Kapiti
Island, Te Rauparsha's stronghold, he, together with Te Rangi-
harata and Te Hiko, crossed the strait to Nelson, and warned
Gaptain Wakefield that Wairan must not be taken over, as not
included in the original sale. In reply Captain \Wakefield re-
stated the company’s claim, but it was, in angry terms, re-
pudiated by Te DRauparaha, who warned the officials that if
they went to Wairau they would meet with vesistance. Te
Rauparaha entreated the surveyors not to proceed with the sur-
vey, but refer the claim to the Native Commissioner. Captain
Wakefield was determined, a step which unfortunately Ied to the
Wairan Massacre, when twenty-three Europeans were murdered.
Amongst the victims were Captain Wakefield, Captain England,
Messrs  Thompson, Cettrell, Richardsan, IToward, Brooks,
Cropper, and M‘Gregor, and of the twenty-six who escaped
several were wounded. Looking back calmly, states the
chronicler of Lhis tragic event, after a long vista of over sixty
years, one cannot help {hinking the Eurcpeans were much fo be
blamed. In the year 1859 Nelson suffered a severe loss in the
separation of Wairau from it, The settlers in the Wairan com-
plained that they were taxed {or the benefit of Nelson without
any compensating return, being left voadless and bridgeless.
There was Jittle opposition to the request of the discontented
colonists, An Act was passed by the CGeneral Assembly in the
same year separabing Wairan from Nelson, and incorporating il
under a separate government as the brovince of Mariborough.
The new province shared in the gold discoveries of 1863-4, im-
portant finds being made in the Wakamarina disirict, about
thirty miles from Nelson. ‘There was then a good road over the
Maungatapn, and a great rush took place. This rpad became
notorious a year or so later owing to a dasturdly tragedy per-
petrated by a gang of bushrangers. Canvastown and Havelock
grew into important little townships, boasting of a newspaper
and Government officials.
’ Blenheim,
the chief centre of Marlborough, owes its Choveh fonndation
and the beautiful orgamisation of its works to the Tev. Tather
Sauzean, 8.M. Sent in November, 1864, to this new district,
he found there only sixty houses, occupied by some hundreds of
people.  He celebrated the first Mass in the courthouse. The
foliowing year he built a church and opened two schools for
the Catholic childven of the settlement. Ten years later this
temporary .church was replaced by a benutiful edifice, which
was erected on Iand acquived, with the liberal assistance of the
small Catholic congregation, in a healthy and heawtiful situn.
tion in the southern part of the town. In addition to Blen-
heim Father Sauzean had charge of the whole of the province
of Marlborough, and with characteristic zenl he had churches
erected ot Tu Marina, Picton, and Havelack. Being un.
assisted, he had to personally supply all requirements. In his
correspondence he once wrote :~-* On two Sundays of the month
I celebrate mass in Blenheim, and once a month ab Picton and
Havelock, and when there is no ffth Sunday in any manth I
visit and wnite as best I can the families scattered over the
distant ontlying districts. In New Zealand it is truly difficult
for & missionary priest to find time to be lonely.” Each Sunday
I celebrate two masses, preach at different times, and baptise
children.  During the week I teach catechism, oversee the
schools, direct affeirs generally, visit the parishioners, and, above
oll, the sick on my four stations. ‘Thank God, although onr
Catholics are scattered over the province, and in consequence a

great distance froin the central residence, very few have fietl
without the sacredl vites nnd consolations of our holy religiotis’

AUCKLAND.
Furewell Addresses to Sir Georpe Grey. °

From a cubting from the 'NWew Zealander,” a newspaper of
the pericd, kindly lent by one of the clevgy, who hag consistently
munifesied the keenest interest in these memoirs, I am enabled to
copy the following particulars, which, after the lapse of more
than half a century, will ‘undenbtedly prove interesting and in-
structive : — Bishop Pompaliier, his cletgy, and the schools under
his care have not failed to wnite with the other denominations
and classes of the community in offering tribwies of grateful re-
spect and esteem to His Hxeellency Sir George Girey on the occa-

* osion of his departure for Bnpland, as the following series of

addresses presented last week will bestify. .The first is from the
Cathelie Bishop, Viear-Glenernl, and clergy of the diocese of
Auckland ; — ) .

*May it please your Kxceliency,—The intelligence of your
leaving New Zealand so soon has been rather sudden to me, and
coineiding with the solemnities of the birthday of Our Blessed
Saviour, during which the spiritual labors of my pastorship are
multiplied in this dear city. and accompanied with abundant
conselations. The most earnest prayers have still been said by
the pastor and flock for your RKxcellency to the Divine Infant,
who was born for us, and is the Source of all power and happi-
ness. I shall never forget your eordial feelings in administering
your paternal protection towards the prelate who writes these few
lines and Mis vast Hock of natives and Furopeans in New Zea-
Imd. 1 am an old settler, who have wilnessed the cradle of
civilisation and religion in this country where your Excellency
has ilisplayed so much wisdom, prudence, and dignity. Provi-
dence has conducted me around the world to wiiness zlso the
antiquily, universality, and wuity of the Catholie religion. Tts
freedom is granted at present almost everywhere, and it is with
deepr feelings of pleaswre and gratitude that T have seen it Te-
spected and protecied under your high aunthority ; for wherever
this freedom reigns it is a sign of temporal and spiritual bless-
ings.  Accept, then, my cougratulations for the sucoess of your
lubors in New Zealand, my regret for your departure, my wishes
for a safe voysge and vetwn, and my prayers to God for obtain-
ing blessings and happiness for your Fxcelleney and Lady Grey,
whose benefils Lowards the orphans and schools of my congrega-
tion will never be forgotten. Day these sentiments, partaken
hy my elergy und flock, be acceptable 1o Four Excellency.

Your most humble ohedient servaat,

‘+ J. Bst. Fry. PoMPALLIER,
Ap. Adm., Catholic Bishop of Auckland.
*To His Excellency Sir (1. Grey, K.C.B.,
‘Governor and Commander-in-Chief of New Zealand.’
‘We, the andersigned, unite with the beloved Bishop of the
Diocese of Auekland.
“Jas. M'Doxarn, Viear-General
{For him and for the following clergy absent:—Rev. Fathers
Fynes, Alletay, Bowrand, Ciaravel, Segala, Garin, parish priest
of Nelson).’ '
To which His Txeellency veturned the following reply : —
‘(Fovernment House, Auckland,
‘ December 20, 1853,
My Lord,—T feel much indebted to your Lordskip aud the
clergy of your divcese for ihe very friendly terms in which, in
the address you have transmitied to me, you allude to the efforts
1 have made to promote the welfare of the Calholic population
in New Zéaland, whether Furopean or native, during the time
that T have administered the government . of these islands,
Upon my part, my thanks arve due te your Lordship and your
elergy for the efforts you have, during my government, invariably
made to promote peace and good order amongst all classes of
the community, and the spread of civilisation and education
amongst the native population—the efforts you have made in
these respects demand my warm acknowledgments. Lady Grey
unites with me in thanking your Lordship and your clergy for
your prayers and wishes for our Inture welfare and happiness,
and we beg that you will receive yourself, and express to your
clergy and Catholic people, cur heartfeli sentiments of enduring
gratitude, esteem, aud regard.’

. (To _be continued.} . —~
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