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the effect that the Emperor of Austria was likewise about to?!w 1T&'

'
This means'' said the Nonconformist, organ,that the Pajracy for good and all abandons its claims to theancient temporal sovereignty of the Church; it means that the■Tope accepts the fait accompli of thirtylfive* years ago of theconsolidation of the' Kingdom of Italy with Eome-the Rome2"* "P°Pes-as ifcs capital.'-(May 5, 1905.) You will see.that the Pope could not but protest against the affront which-President Loubefs visit implied; for it was more' than apersonal matter; it would have compromised the imprescriptiblerights of the Holy See had it been suffered to pass off insilence. Still, it was not the Pope's wish to embitter relationswhich were alreadybut too painful. He merely lodged thrSughhis representatives a formal protest with the various Powers,including France. 'The matter got into the Press. This 'wasnot done with the consent or connivance of the VaticanFrance-M. Combes's France-worked itself into a paroxysm ofnational indignation. M. Nisard, the Ambassador to theVatican, was instructed to call for an explanation. That oldgentleman was toldby Cardinal Merry del Val that lie shouldhave a full explanation in half an hour if he put his demand-in writing; but for some reason known but to himself he didnot. He was directed to return on an indefinite leave ofabsence, and it was now clear that more must follow.

M. CombesHad..Another Trump
-besides the President's Roman visit, which he played withlittle regard to the rules of the game. Vacancies in Frenchsees were filled according.to the terms of the Concordat, thePresident nominating suitable persons, whom the -Holy Seethen canonically instituted. Such joint action m a matter ofso grave a nature presupposed, of course, that President andPope we at one as to -the fitness of the subjects proposed.Now, the Pope is bound to be morally certain that persons soappointed are fit for the episcopaloffice. This is an obligationof which he could not divest himself, even if he would. Andgeneraly he had little difficulty jn approving of the subjectsnominated over till M. Combes came on the scene. He" tookcare here again to put the Pope in a difficulty. His Holinesswas unable to accept at least' one or. two nominations.M. Combes would not budge, and in course of time a dozensees were still vacant, M. Combes insisting that none shouldbe appointed unless all his selections were approved. Finallya letter sent by the Nuncio to the Bishop of Dijon, requestinghat prelate to desist from conferring orders on candidates "forthe Priesthood until certain troubles cleared up, brought

v, 1° h6 fwU meaSUre Of his wrath- The NuncioT^r^t paisP°rfc' and diplomatic relations were sus-
"

pended. This was in the middleof 1904.A Parliamentary Commission -was hard at work preparinga bill of separation, and matters might have come to a healaJUttle earlier than they did but for M. Villeneuve's suddenexposure of General Andre's spy system. That 'individual onsucceeding the Marquis" de Galliffet as Minister of Warobtained from Parliament the abolition of the Promotion

complexion But it was one thing to be certain of wha wagoing on;it was quite another thing to be able to show it upThis was what M. Villeneuve did in Parliament. He came

..An Annexe of that Masonic Head Centre-
OrfJw MiDiStT- hiS S6Cretary' re*veste<* the GrandOrient to give him information as to the behaviour of Ws

heartedness of its creatures in the Chamber, zntYssued amanifesto, which for audacity is unique ItKnX Tt!the spying, and attempted itsW2£ 'L^J^JS^

vitation to come and stay inhis home. The police officer calledupon them to disperse, because even there they constituted anunlawful-association.' Ifa member of an Order had brought adowry into the common stock, he had an action at law againstthe hquidator-that is, the Government— for its recovery Ifany member had no means of support, he had a right to somemeag-e dole from the proceeds of the sale. Itis not hard toappreciate the irony)of the position when the Government firstdespoils you of every shilling, then casts you adrift to that ex-tent tbU you no longer have even the support of your formerfeliow-rehgious,and then tells you that you may institute legal-
proceedings. But, in fact, it,would be futile to do so, even ifthey wereable. The liquidators aremosfly legal membersof theMinisterial side of the House, and up to.the present have beenso hard workedthat the .ale of the properties has not realisedenough to cover their bills of costs. More than a year anda-halfago advances from the Treasury to the amount of £230,000 hadto be made for those legal costs. Ibelieve that up to thismoment after from three to four years' operations, the liquida-tion of hardly a single establishment has resulted in any aid tothe State or to the former owners. It,is now seen that thevaluation set on the property of the religious Orders

Was Outrageous and Exaggerated
"

«
~

for political ends.
'

And properties are sacrificed in the saleYou will come across cases in which they are sold at an eighthof their real value, and at a twentiethof the value once put onIZoSI \ TT/nt- A PTOperty at Treguier-worth£16,00(K-was knocked down for £2,000. At Limoges a, conventwas sold for 5 320 francs; the law costs ran up to 6,307, leavinga net balance for somebody of 13 francs! One reads of questions to calling atention to the utter destitutionofthe ex-rehgious, and asking why they do not receive some pit-
reply is that so far no money is available. He sends a-circular
they n3 r'S'thDg th6m t0 Wy UP' but they kn"well" Action "

♥ I",that Vi° ]ent an<<i-<^holic sheet, theAction, jeers at the fiasco. 'The liquidators,' It says 'are-receivmg considerableremittances. Itis they alone who soillWe reapedthe clearest gain from the operations resulting fromdo'ev^ £' J yJ'mi' lfc " natural that they"should
possiWe/

g y t0 draW' thdr Pleasure « k»« «
The Separation Law

proper were it to any place in Italy but Rome Rome"wever, was just the one place intended. We Catholics,Z'what-ever nation, have the deepest interest in the perfect indlpen
Bonan tT S° V6r6ign- PiuS VII« "*»^2m£fndudineeEnrS2S2 t°'Cl° Se hiS'P°^ "«"~mcludmg England-thenat war with France j the Pope was atwar with no nation, and desired to remain 'at peace^ allThe despot imprisoned him for not becominghis partisan. ThePopes territorial independence is the one great safeguard ofhis untrammelled administration. Under a world JmZ\fconditions would be different;in a GlrirtJLT^Stonationalities he must be the subject of none. Hence in protesting against the usurpation of his capital he is really fil«nerwrin^t1" If.hewithdr

-
«yen tacitlySpfot sfc

to nominate persons for vacant sees, and several other righSand privilegesbesides. Now, sinee-1870 the most striking formof Papalprotest against the usurpation of the House of Sawhas consisted in the Pope's refusal to abide by the visiHfany Catholic ruler to the representativeof that usurpation inRome itself To show the necessity of such an attLde letme quote the words of the London 'DailyNews' a year^ftel
President Loubefs visit, when a false report got abroad to
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