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BOME CRITICISMS :—

“ A golden mine of accurate mforma.tmu on the Religious
Questions that are discussed at the present day.”—Car inal
Moran.

* A very mine of Ecclesiaatical Wea.lth quite a Theolr.)gma,1
Encyclopedia,”’—The Right Rev, Dr G-rlmes, Bishop of
Christchurch,

“A Feast of good things. . .
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" An armory for all"—
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WANTED, a kind, respectable Catholic Family to ADOPT
A HEALTHY, BRIGHT LITTLE GIRL of five years.

Apply to T
T O “RBYMPATHY,”
Post Office,
r Christehurch,
ANTED. ——Posmon a8 Priest’s Housekeeper. Good re-
. ferences ; %;anenced good Cook and Manager.
Address—* Oa.pa.ble,” Q , Wanganui.
- DEATH *

MeGILL—0f yom charloy pray im the repose of the
soul of Floremce, fourth dearly beloved daughter of
Patrick and Sarah MecGill, who died at Christchurch on
Thursday, October 1V ; gged 30 yvears.—R.I.P.

MESSAGE OF POPE LEQ XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
Pergant Directores ef Scripfores New Zealand Tablet, Apos~
tolica Benedictione conforiati, Religionis et Fustili® causam
romovere per vias Veritatis et Pacis. C
Die 4 Aprilis, 1900, LEQ XIII, P.M.
" TRANSLATHIN—Fosriffied by the- Apostolic Blessing, let the
Divectors and Writers of the New Zealand Tablet continue fo

promote the cause of Religion and Fustice by theways of Truth
and Peace. .,

April 4, 1goo. LEO XIII., Pope.
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THE CHURCH AND THE LABORER

—p—

Synod in Auckland what—ior lack of a het-
ter name—was called a © discussion * on * the
Church and Labon ’. Discussion
collision "of sentimentl, the clash of fact and
argument on fact and argument, like
the clash of spear upon

olden  warfare. But in the
cal conference of

oratori-
last week fhere was
searcely, if at all, such a thing as the serious shock of
debate. A number of speakers (most of them non-
JLCatholic clergymren) dealt with the subject in a dilet-
tante and superficial way, and along lines whieh,

‘drawn.

AST week there took place at the Anglican |

implies

shield - in .

whether strictly parallel or not, failed to touch each
other on a level crossing. 'There was no definition of
tht somewhat vague term-‘lahot ’. One of the speakers

- (Mr. Tillet) -dealt with the designation, * The Church’,

as the All Blacks dealf with the flying football in’
muddy ground ; the clerteal orators flew it as a toy
balloon ; none of them defined it; all of them appar-
enfly treated it as a synonym for the sundry hundreds
of independent organisations, great and little, old and
new, that Christianify is divided into to-day, and which
no more constitute one c¢orporate body (' The Church ')
than do the scattered nations of the world form one
vast organisation called *The Xmpire’. All the
speakers were strangely reticenl about the one.ancient
Chureh that has been, of all the creeds of all’times, the
friend of the laborer -and the artisan. A rareé ‘oppor-
turity for the serious treatment of a great subject was
thus allowed %o go to waste by those most inferested
in placing the CUhristian side ol the gquestipn im its
True light before the gathered workers. And in its up-
shot, ihe bout of otatory om ¢ the Church and Labor '—
despite The earnestness and goodwill of the speakers—
ended Tn a sort of mental impasse, so fat as its osten-
sible object was concerned,
: * . .
‘ Honest labor ', says Dekker, * bears a lovely face ’.
But when a large ga,thering,éi labgrers and arbisans
assembded to hear the relations of Christ’s Church to the
worker set forth, it was, we think, a crying pity that such
facts as the followihg were not placed before them by
the Christian ministers who professed to deal with the
theme : Lovely as is the face of honest manual labor,
it bore The bmnd of slavery &ill the Catholic Church
emancipa¥ed it. Kven in the early days of persecution,
when people worshipped in secret in the catacombs,
slave and master knelt side by side befgre the altar,
equal in The sight of God and His Church. For her,
there was no distinction of Jew or Greek, hond or free.
History, too, recalls-how 1he monks ©of the early
Churchi ennobled and dignified manual labor, tamed the
wild barbarian, and raised the foundations of modern
Christian civilisation ® among {he virgin forests and
swamps of Continental Europe. The Chureh, tao, gave
to the toiler a sweel, holy, and independent home-life ;
threw the highest ecclesiastical dignities open to his
chﬂdren; saved him full many a time from the proud
baron and the awtocratic king or emperor whe would
ride rough-shiod over him and vcduce him again to the
sla¥ery out of which he had Dbeen slowly and painfully
The Catholic guilds of the middle ages were,
perhaps, The best protective instifutions ever formed for
the benetit of labor. Under them, the artisan long had
his eight-hours’ day. He had, for his time, high wages
-—represented by the hlg]l purchasing power of the
modest coins that he won by his foil. Here, for in-
stance, is a verse {rom the Percy Reliques which de-
seribes the golden age of the- medieval worker in Eng-
fand :—

¢T'11 1ell you whal, good feliow,
Before the Iriars went hence, .
A bushel of the best wheat’

Was sold for Iouricen pence;

And forty eggs a penny,”

That were both goed and new ’.

The artisan, %oo, was protected by his guild agamst
arbitrary dismissal; he was insured against the ordi-
nary accidents of Iiie he had the reasomable hope of
one day becoming hlmseli an employer ; he "was secure
of his Saturday hali-holiday, of his Sunday rest, and
of many other feslivals scattered through the year;

| and the dow fixed rents of  the time contributed greatly.

to his prosperity. .

Yven in fthe rough iransition Saxon days, poor
Gurth, the born thrall of Cedric was sure of his simple
and abundant fate—even of his parings of pork. In later
and better Catholic days, the farm-laborer had his in-
alienahble rlghts of commonage and boscage—grass for his
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