Thursday, May 16, 1907

NEW ZEALAND TABLET : 13

The St. Mary’s Catlholic Club have had thelr bi-
hard table overhauled, A tvowmnament will commence
early in June.

Wanganui lovers oi music received a preat treat
when the lxhibition Orchestra performed at tne local
Opera House on May 7 and Y. The large audience was
very appreciative and enthusiastic,

The date for the World s Sculling Championships is
fixed for Augusi 3 between W. Weoh, o1 Wanganum,
and Chas. towns, of Sydney. A great humber of row-
ing enthusiasts lrom Wamganui intend witnessing the
race.

The Marist Brolhers’ School Dboys have staried their
football season auspiciously by vdefeating the Ilmperial

Football Club team by 6 points 1o 3. C. Crommn
gcored two t{iies for the school. The hoys, through
their splendid combinalion, played ~well. Before the

match Laurie Loftus and Horace Hunt were elecled
captain apnd vice-captain of the school teamn for the sea-
SOI.

Mr. J. T. Ilegan, M.H.R., in the unavoidable ab-
sence of the Hon. J. MelGowan (Min.ster of Miues),
formally openctd the State Coal Depot on Tuesday alter-
ngon, May 7. In hkis remurks he stated that he was
there to Iulfii a pledge Le had made prior io the fast
election, wviz., that he would use his uimost-endeavors
to have a State Coal Depot opened in Wanganui., The
depot would be a boon to ihe people, and one dlrect
result was that coal had alieady come down five shil-
lings per ton.

The social gathering held in the Drill [lall last nighi,
to raise funds for the furnishing of the new Aramoho
church, was a greal success in cvery way. The secre-
taries, Messrs.Gafianey and Lloyd, with the committes,
Mesdames Kiely, F. Neylon, Ward, and Wood, and Mr.
J. M. Murphy, deserve great credit for the excellent
result. Fully 300 persons were presenl., The hall was
tastefully decorated hy Rev. Father Mahony, Messrs.
Appleton, Bach, Provost, Quirk, and Gaflaney. The ladies
mentioned, assisted by a number of young pcople, were
in charge of the supper room.

The friends of Insiextor Kicly, who has been trans-
ferred to Waihi district, waited on him on Tuesday.
The Mayor (Mr. (€. E. Mackay), in maling a presen-
tation of a purse of sovereigns to Mrs. Kiely, referred
in high terms 1o the gualities of Mr. and Mrs. Kiely,
Inspector Kiely, in replying on behalf of his wife, said
it gave them great pleasure to hnow that they  had
made so0 many friends in Wanganui. Their stay in Ehis
town had been a most pleasant one. He [ully appreciat-
ed the kindness and comsiderabion which had bheen  ex-
tepded to him not least of all by the Mayor, wiih
whom hLe had so many battles in court. They regret-
.ted to be leaving the district, which they had learn:d
to regard as their home, and to which they wished all
prosperity.

The Irish Rifles are to be congralulated on the
number of their liheral supporters, as is shown by the
list of winners and prizes herewith :—Marble clock (pre-
sented by Messrs. Hallensiein Bros.), wonr by Private
McCulloch ; marble clock (presented By Messrs Hallen-
stein  Bros.), Color-Sergeant Provost; sel of carvers
(presented by Messrs. Myers and Co.), Color-Sergeant
Provost ; set of carvers (presented by Messrs. Thain
and Co.), Private J. McCulloch ; siiver teapot (pre-
sented by Mr. J. 8. Lacy), Corporal Daiis; hair
hrushes (presented by Mr. W. Blennerhassett), (orporal
G. McCulloch ; biscuit barrell (presented by Mr. J.
Dempsey), Color-Sergeant Provost. A trophy, presentod
by Mr. Goerge Spriggens, was wen by Corporal G.
McCutloch. In addition two 1ons of coal were shot for,
and won by Corporal Powell and Color-Sergeant Pro-
vost., With such inducements this corps should in the
near future produce a champion rifle shot.

Hawera

p—————
(By telegraph from our own correspondent.)

The blessing of the Auroa church has been postpuned
to the spring or early summer, when the commiitee
expect t0 have it entirely lined and finished through-
out.

The committees in the various districts of the par-
ish are organising a series of entertainmengs for thé
winter months. Two-thirds of the procecds will go 1o
the local churches, and onethird to the preshytery
building fund. There is -talk, too, of bazaars at
Manaia, Okaiawa, and Auroa. A lady outside these
districts offers prizes to the value of ahout £100, pro-
vitdled the local committees raise half that amount be-
“tween them..

His Grace lhe Archbishop administered 1lie Sacra-
ment of Confirmation to ninety-four children and adults

on Ascension Day. Mr. Peter Donnelly was sponsor for
the boys, and Mrs. Bs 'Benneidl sponsor for the girls,
His Grace expressed himself very pleased with the an-
swering in Christian docirine, which was, he said, weil
above the average. In Lhe evening he was preseuted
with an address by -the children, to which he made a
very beautiful reply. He pomied out the need in this
age of the enlightening and, sustaining gifts of the
Holy Spirit for those who would be armed and
strengihened against the enemies of their salvation, and,
referring Lo one of the points in the address, he eulo-~
gised and held up for imitation the grand manifesta-
tion of unity and loyalty shown in France to-day in
the midst of the persecutions that were striving to
overwhelin the Church in {hat unhappy country. Con-
tinuing a very cloguen{ <discourse, he gave lhe large
congregatlion a clear exposition of the nature apd the
motives of ihe Froneh Goverumcent's war upon religion. -
The discourse will he long remembered by those who
had the privilege of hearing it.

Napier

{(From our own correspondent.)
- May 10.

The Ven. Archdeacon Devoy is on a visil to Napier,

The memipers of the Catholic Young Ladies’ Associa-
tion held a very successivl meeting on Tuesdav evening
last., The members of the Association have issued in-
vitatlions to a social to be given by them on next
Tuesday evening.

The Catholic Men's Club held a debate last night,
when Messrs. Linden, I, Wiliis, and Cunningham made
a vigorous attack on the Napier Harbor Board Loan
Empowering Bill. Thdir arguments were ably replied to
by Messrs. A. Mahony, Heron, and Gleeson. The chair-
man (Rev. Father Gopggan) announced {he result as a tie.
He added thal hkis own private opiniorn was that the
ratepaye s ought {0 sanciion a loan to have ihe break-
water finished, but, al the same {ime, the suggestion of
Mr. Heron that the day may yet come when bthe people
of Hastings would join with the people of Havelock and
Waimaramu and erect a whatf of t{heir own at a more
convenient  spol «id not come as a surprise to him,
The executive of the «club have decided to set aside
one night a week Ior recitations. Tvery mensher will
be expectedd to recite Something. Special nights will
also be given to Irish readings, It is on the tapis
that the debating club will issue challenges to  plher
debating clubs in Napicr, We have every confidence‘that
we can hold cur owi,

Blenheim

(From an occasional correspondent.)

May 8.

A most successful mission was brought to a close
al St. Mary’s Church on Sunday, April 28, The mis-
sion, which was held for a fortnighi, was conducted
by the Rev. Fathers McDermott aund Lowham, L.SS.R.
The Masses and -other services were aftended by large
congregations, a number of people coming many miles
from the surrounding districts. The fervor of the people
never flagged, and, despile the inclement weather experi-
enced «uring the second week of, the 1nission, the at-
tendance increased from day to day, a fact which must
have afforded much consolalion to the good missionaries
a% well as to {Dbe devoied priests of the parish, A
great feature of the mission, and ome which contributed
much to the devotiomal character of the ceremonies, was
the congregational singing, condurtsd by the Rev.
Father Holley. in closing the mission, on Sunday eve-
ning, Father McDermott congratulated the people on the
manner in which +they had attended during its course,
and, in a most louching address of farewell, remarked
that they might think ihat the priests, going to many
missions, did no% feel parting from congregations which
had,-.for a short time, been under lheir care. He eould
only say that he fell it most keenly. His confrere,
who was young and strong, might again be amongst
themy, bui, for himself, he felt ihat the sands of life
were running low, and that never again would he have
the pleasure of addressing the Calholics of Blenheim.
One result of ihe mission, which we hope will have a
lasting eflect, is the new life it has infused into the
Society of the Sacred Hearf, quite = large number
heing alxllded to the members.

Missions have also been given at Tua Marina, Sed-
don, Kenwick, and Havelock—out-lying portions of the
parish. The mission at Picton, the last in the district,
is to close next Suonilay.
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