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Current Topics

The Wrong Address

An unknown correspondent has forwarded us sundry
newspapkr cuttings having refenence to recent unpleasant
incidents among certain of our separatei brethren over-
sea. These cutlings have been sent to the wrong ad-
dress. The Catholic newspaper is neither pn pillory for
the frailties (real or alleged) of individuals outside our
Told ; neither is it p record gn whick to blazon them.
Circumslances may, and often do, arise in which, the
faults or erimes of individuals have to be exposed—as,
for instance, in {he just and necessary defence or warn-
ing of others, Till {hen, the Catholic journalist will
leave the unaggressive culpiit in his sanctuary, under
the mantle of Sweote Sanct Charitie. ¢ Non pascitur
leo vermibus '—the lion does mob feed gn worms; nor
will the Catholic newspaper make guilty shekels by the
methods of the Man with the Muck-rake,

A Word to the Wise

Our friends of the Wellington Cilizens® Bible-in-
schools Leagie are busy telling the press of the Colony
the ihkings that (ibey say) are being dome for religious
cducation in Austria, Bgypt, New Brunswick, Hamburg,
Cape Colony, and other places that are far, far away.
But why have 1hey no mention of the splendid worx
that is Dbeing done for Christian education bv one sec-
lion of ihe population of New Zealand ¢ Why is there
no whisper, not a hreath, ahout what has hemn
achieved by other * Wellington Citizens '—Cathelics, 1o
wit—right in front of the eveballs of the League * Is
their sight adjusled only io long-range vision 7 Or, like
Rabelais’ witchies, do they wear their eves in Lheir slip-
pers when at home and fix them in their sockets onls
when they g abroad 7 A man’s best. things are often,
unkoown Lo him, round about him. Could not our
good Iriends of the League alter their focus so as to
see the things 1thal are al their feet ? And ihen—
well, let: them do as the good engineer does, harness‘the
horse-power of tiheir zeal as direetly as may be to its
normal and natural work’ New Zealanders are a pretty.
practical people, They would be vastly morc interested
in what the Wellinglon Citizens' Bible-in-schools League
is doing for religious educalion in Wellingten, than in
the (sometimes misleading) things which the Leagy e hag
to say about what other people are doing for  reli-

glous edutation ° ez far away ez Payris is . An ancient
saw saith :— '

‘ Say-well ‘and dorwell end with gme lelter,
Say-well is good, do-well is betfer ’. '

Is there, in the League’s breast, no commeclion beiwesn
feeling and aelion ? Is it all to end—as all such move-
ments have {bus far ende! in New Zealand—in words,
words, words—or, as the French proverb hath it, in

¢ Beaucoup de bruit,
Peu gde Ifrpit?

—big talk, little work, as we may phrase it ? Can not
out well-meaning friends in the Empire City take hearh
of grace, seize their courage with both hands, follow
the good example thai other © Wellington Citizens ® offer
them, and let their feelings blossom into zction on the
normal lines ? One rveligious school, built, staffed, and
maintained by the League wouli create a deeper impres-~
sion upon New Zealand thap a geyser of printer’s ink

or a shipload of talii about far—off Shamghal or Tim-
buctoo, :

A New ¢ Reformer’

. Some Wairoa friends send us a copy of the * Chris.

tla.r} Heratld ' of recent date. It contains a laudatory

notice _oI F.“ather Jeremiah Crowley, the famous Roman

Catholio priest . The Father {says the * Herald 'y is
b

carrying on a ‘ erusade for the purpose of purifying the
Church of which he is a member’. The new ° refor-
‘mer ’ is (so at least says lhe * Herald ') *like Savona-
rola of old’; he is also *like ihe Master Himself ',
' both Protestant aml IRoman Catholic pulpits have been
placed alt his service . And so on. We have twice
during e past twelve months set forth sundry facts
connecte]” with the new * reformer *—parily from persongl
recollection, parily from official documents furnished to
us by the Archhishops ol Chicago and St. Paul, We
may aghin have occasion to 'return to the unpleasant
subject. For the present we content ourselves with the
following summary slatement for ihe information of in-
quiring: Northern friends. The unhappy man was excom-
municated by his archbishop in Chicago while the writer
ol these lines was in {that city in 1902, After various
fortunes he finally dropped into 1he role of itinerant
Ng-Popery lecturer. 1Te still delivers from the plat-
forms of small halls (at ¢ front seats one shilling, back
seats sixpence ’, or thereahouls) violent attacks upon
the faith of hkis baptism, written for him by an Amer -
can hack journalist, Tie is also welcomed in the pul-
pits of conventidles {0 which an onsel ¢f Billingsgate is
a joy and the Dreath of slander sweet. But the hoi-
headed itinerant i no more ' a wember ’ of the ' Romgn
Catholic Church * than the Master of lihe nearest Orange
lodge.  * Roman Catholic pulpits’ are na more open to
him than they weie to Chiniguy, or than they are to
the Slattery pair. The new ‘rcformer ' begins (as
such ‘ reformers' generally do) by 1eforming * the other
fellow '.  Ie does this, moreover, on a curious and
rather puzzle-headed method : not by appeals to  the
reason or the religious sentimrents of * the other fellow *
hut by rough and slamlerovs vituperation of ¢ the other
fellow ' to ‘' the other fellow’s’® cnemies—for a consi-
deration, TThese are the methods, not of Christ and His
Apostles, but of ihe typical rough No-Popery barn-
stormer of limited mentality. Yet there are in the
poor ‘ex ' under notice a few saving qualities (chiefly
negative) that may yet lead hims back to the kindly
light against which he has for the {ime being sewn up
his eyelids, - .

As for his ‘fame’: While he was honored (more or
less) in the sacrcl ministry, the people who now sound
the loud timbrel about him would not have giested or
even noticed him upon the street. When his gervices
are no longer appieciated in the Church of his pest
days, andl e turns in his anger to rend her, the ol-
saure and unngticed cleric of yesterday suddenly e-
comes (to people who like that sort of thing) the
‘famous ' man ol to-day. And  the language of
cutogy is exhausied upon him. It is the old story of
the poodle fighting the lion. ‘lhe poo le, of course,
got' the worst of the encounter. * But only think of
it’, said the olher poodles; *a lion attacked !’ ™That
sort of Brummgagem * fame ’ is cheap and easily aoquired.
And the lacquer spon wears off the brass. A person’,
says Dr. Erjgland, ® needs no olher gualification to write
against the Roman Catholic religion than to be' o0 dis-
posed ; and the abendsnee of the splrit hecomes mani-
fest in the vehemcnce of the phraseology. Little atten- -
tion need be paid to facls ; circumstances need not be
examined ; nor is it always necessary ito have regard
even to prolability itself’. \

Catholics have no use for the cast-off ornaments of
other ecreeds. But fo some of our separated brethren
an ‘ex’ {on account of his Lappily extreme rarity)
seems alinost as great a treasure gg the Orloff diamond.
1i they had only the grace to refrain from malking un-
Lair cmpital out of the new jewel in their casket, we
should have been spared the pain of showing thist their
diamond is merely paste.

Fine Professions, Foul Practice

‘ Ejvil ’, says Lowell, ‘is a far mofe cunning and
persevering propagandist than good, for it has no in-
ward strengtlh, and is driven to seek countenance and
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are still at 29 CASTLE STREET, and will supply you with
any kind of Coal or Firewcod you want at Lowesy
TARIFF BATEE Smithy Coals supplied.



