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86 cases in which acute ipflammatory disesse of the
vermiform appendix caused death, direculy or indirectly.
About 48 per cent. were males. Apout 48 per cent. of
the deaths occurred in the second and third decades of
life. " _

In some of the cases the symptoms of appendicitis
were not discovered unlil after death. The larger per-
centage of cases among men and boys is explained as
being due to the greater liability to exposure, to in-
jury and the grealer temdency to errors in diet, and in
nart, perhaps, to lhe excessive use of tobacco and the
consequent digestive disturkances. .

The size of the appendix  varies according to age
aml to mersons. Its length averages {rom ihree to thrce
and a half inches. The appendix of man is slightly
larger  than that of the woman.

Of seventy surgeons who were canvassed on  lhe
question : ¢ When the abdomen is opened for otler
causes and the perfectly normal appendix is easily ac-
cessible, {s it your rule to remove it ? forty-four re-
plied against and the rest in Iator of doing. so-

The result of a canvass among many physicians as
to whether the appendix, while still in a normal con-
dition, should he removed as a preventive measure was
the almost unanimous conclusion that such a step is
¢ absurd,’ * unjustifiable,’ or ‘ without excuse.’ t

Artificial Silk

>

A textile fibre which has recently come into the
market is arlificial silk. This is o Fremch development
which ‘is yet scarcely on its feet, but promises a grgat
future. The present output iz about one-eighlh ‘that of
annual silk, or about 4000 tons per annum. The sel-
ling price is about 14s pet pound, as against 18s for
animal silkh The centre of the new industry is 1In
France, but there are also factories in Belgium, Swit-
zerland, Germany, Spain, and Itely. -

Atrtificial sil< is produced from the vegetable com-
poutd cellulose, which substance 1s also t:he hiasis of
silk-worm silk. The raw material from which artificial
silk is produced is chiefly cotton fibre, though  paper
gnd wood pulp cah also be used. The lowest grades
of cotton can be used for this purpose. The coftom or
pulp is first cleansed and. Wl ed by chlgride of
lime. It is next soaked in a mixture of three parts
sulpfuric acid and two parts nitric acid. The tem-
perature of the actd bath must be held between 8hdeg.
F. anl 100deg, F. p
and has for its end to rende: the cellulose soluble in
a mixture of aleohol and ether. A bath of some drying
o, such as cotton seed or castor oil, is uscd after tae
nitrating bGath. . o

The solution thus produced is a svrup-]ike liquid
which is run into a closed tank, and subjected to a
pressure of severa! abtmospheres. This fam't has ab {ihe
bottom 2 number of glass tubes having a diameber of
about 1-150ineh, and any convenient length. The outlets
of the tubes dip dnlo or overhang a basin of _col-d
water. Through these capillary tubes, by the air pres-
sure in tank, the liquid, now cailed pyroxylin, is forced
in fine streams, which coagulate and harvden‘immediately
they touch the water. From the water bath the now
solid threads are wouhd on spools, and passed through
a heated ang ventilated chamber. The hol air in the
chamber vaporizes, and drives off the alcohol from the
theads, By suitable tules this alcohol is carried to a
condenser, where it is recovered and used over again.

" The dried threads are very combustible, and are next
treated:to a bath of sulphydrate of ammonia o- potas-
siums arld them washed in cold water. They are now
become no more infammable than ordinary smin cotton.
The fibre is then ready to he spun into cables of any
desired diameter. 'The resulting thread is very topgh,
and more lustrous than animal silk, .

The special uses of artificial sill, and fer which it
is superior to animal silk, is in lace makipg and for
weaving fapries in which the pattern stamds ia high
reliei. Such poods are tapesiries, upholstery, and bro-
cades. Thy Iabrics are as durable as apv animal silis.
This fibre is also ihe best known material for maling
incandescent mantles for gas burners. Mantles of a-ti-
* ficial silk, when impregnated with sa'ts of ithorium ard
cerium, give 1he best possible light, and last about six
times as long as ordinary mantles. Artificial  silk
filkments, when carbonized. make excellent ' carbions’
for incandescent electric limhts. The filaments  when
treated with shellac and casior oil are vsed for making
tooth brushes. Cloth made from artificial silk can be
bleached white, and fast-dyed with red, blue, violet, saf-
Tron,” or black dyes of the apiline group.

This treatment is called nitrating,

Turning the Tables -

When Mr. Courthope, a Sussex Tory member, asked a
question about alleged boycotling in Cavan (writes the
Parliamentary correspondent of the ‘Freeman's Journal ') -
Mr. Dillon very adroitly interposed an inguiry - in which he
set forth the terrible Hst of crimes committed in  the

-past year in his division of Sussex. Every form of oi-

fence in the calendar, from -the most violent to the
most odious, was plentifully represented in this list,
making the trivial matters mentioned by Mr. Courthope
fall into utter insignificance. The experience was nof
encouraging for other English Tory members whom the
Ulster Unionists may wish to supply with questions
condemning their own ecountrymen. It also had another
nol unimportant result, The two Unionist evening pap-
ers that give the lengthened reports of the early husi-
ness of the House entirely omitted Mr. Courthope’s
question, hecause of the awkward pendant that Mr.
Dilion affixel to it. Seeinzy that the object of the
framers of such guestions as Mr. Courthope's is™to ob~
tain wide publicity for the allegstiohs put forward, in
the hobe of creating the false impression that Ireland
is in a @isturbed state, this suppression of such ques-
tions' is rather a disagreeable surprise to their origin-
ators. Ewvery English or Scoltish Unionist member who
identifies himsell with the campaign of slander now be-
ing pursued by ihe Ulster Unionists will find that the
criminal statistics of his own constituency will be par-
aded with equal prominence. No Irish constituency has
anything to' lose by such comparisons.

Mr. Walter Long is faking a hand in this game.
He has given 'notice of three long: questions about
poveotting, but hzs mot starred them, so that the an-
swers will not be given in the House, but will be cir-
culatedd with the wotes. This is an example of the dis-
cretion of which Mr., Waller Lonz has an ample store,
for” he foresaw prohably that he might have to face an
inguiry about the criminal statistics of the county of
Wilts, with which he is closely identified. However, the
guestion about Wilts will te put, all the same, by Mr.
Mooney,. and the erimimal calendar which it will be hig
painful «duty to expose to the House is sufficient to ex-
plain Mr. Walter Long's prudence in the method of his
questioning.

Andrew Mack.

v N

The advent of Mr. Andrew Mack, who opemed with
his own company at His Majesty's Theatre, Auckland,
on Monday week, to a large and enthusiastic audi-
ence, marked a new departure in Irish drama.
His first production was * Tom Moore,” a pleas-
ant love story, for which Mr. Mack appears eminently
fitted, He also has Moore's musical gifts, and is
sakd t0 have something of his extracrdinary personal-
ity and mragnetism. 1t will come as a pleasant sur-
prise to Irishmem to find there ware Irish plays in
which the hero is not a bufioon. In ‘ Tom Moore ' we-
are iakem ®hack to the days when George III. was
King, and introduced to such hislorical personages as
the "Prince Regent, Beau Brummel, RicHard Brinsley
Sheridan, and oihers. The play was especially written
for Mr. Mack by T. B. Sayer, who has chosen the
days when Moore was wooing Bessie Dyke for the period
of his play, and has invested his hero- with a senti- .
menilal charm, naturally to be expected in the writer
of ¢ Believe me if all those endearing young charms,’
and the. rest of Moore’s heauiiful series of ballads,
several of which were introduced inlo the play by Mr.
Andrew Mack, who is a lenor singer of high repute, as
well as a famous actor. The second production of .the

Auckland season was the phenoinenally successful  Irish
dranes, ‘_Jack Shannon.’
Hockey is essentially Irish in its origin. It was

first played there under the name 6f ° hurley,’ and 'is
slill known Ly that name in various parts of Ireland,

A further list of subscriptions in aid of the build-
ing dfund of the Memorial Church to the Irish Mariyrs,
Cromwell, appears in this issue.... -

Mr. J. Casey, the people’s outfitter, Princes street,
Dunedin, has just opened up a large stock of gentle-
men's underwear "and overcoats, which are quoted at
specially low prices.... .

‘ The publicalion of an advertisement in a Catholic
paper shows that the advertiser not only desires the.
patronage of Catholics, but pays them the compliment
of seeking it through the medium of their own religious
journal.” So says ab esteemed and wide-awake American
contemporary. A word. to the wise is sufficient....



