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ANTI-QUACKERY LEGISLATION
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HE quack was 5 meagre incident in the social
life of bygone days. Yef even as far back
as Lucian’s time he foumd dealing in jrre-
pgular nostrums a royal road to wealth, ‘If
any quack came to ihem ’, said Lucian, ‘o
man of skill and snowing how to mamage
matters, he made rponey in no time, with g
broad grin at the simple fellows .

our own day, the -eighteenth-century quack, Graham,
Kept & * Temple of Ilealth’ in Pall Mall (London) and
50 captivated a confiding public that he was able
secure in advance from wealthy patients as much as
£1000 for his ¢elixir of life'. In the same century,
Long, the son of an Irish basket-maker, started ' pour-
ing drugs of which he knew nothing into bodies of which
he knew less’. The London © smart set’ of the day
took him to their arms. Harley street (where he hung
vut his sign) was frequentty blocked with the carriages
of clients who almost fumbled over each other in their
eagerness to be greased with his marvellous liniment,
and to inhale his life-giving mixture through a- tabe.
Like Lucian’s quack-salvers, he made a rapid fortune—
fobbing (it is said) g5 much as £13,400 in a single
year. The schoolmasfer has been a good deal abroad in
our day. Yet this is, of all others, the golden age of
quachs and quackery. To give one instance only : For
years white people in Vietoria pajd fancy fees to a_
Chinese ‘doctor ' in Melbourne for a womderful pill
about the size of a ping-pong hall. It was-a salmo-
gundi of honey, dates, earth, sawdust, gound horn. and
hall-a-dozen other equal variegated ingredients. It was
named by Ching—with perhaps unintended irony—ning-
shin-yoon, ‘repose to the spirit’'. Some that ate 1t
found the ‘repose’ where the lilies blow., Others re-
covered by the blessing of God, sound constitutions, or
non—llle’ohal doses. Arnd the sound of the clods that fell
uvporr the coffins of the patients that * went before ' was
drowned by the hosannas which the survivers sang to the
praise of ning-shin-yoon.
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‘malady with irequent doses of ¢ powders .

A guack in Christchurch draws some of his fees from
medicaments that are cheaper and more bland, Last
week there was an inguest upon one of his palients wiho
had died of diphtheria. The quack treated the dire
! And  the
powders (according to ihe oolomnial analyst -for Canter-

bury, Professor Bickerton) ) ¢ contained ﬁ'-cﬂf)ing but
sugar '. We take- the following from a rteport of the

case sent out by the Press, Association :—

¢ In charging the jury the coroner said that quackery
was rampanl throughout the world, and ihere were per-
sons afflioted with diseases not readily amenable to
gkilled treatment who clung to the hope that a quack
with no gqualificabion recogniscd by the law might afford
relief, After all, it was 5 matter for legislation. Bo
long as the law remaimed in its present state, so long
would such people prey upon the public by holding them-
selves out to cure diseases that 1he hest physiclans and
surgeons found great difiicully in coping with. Until the
Legislature thought fit to place a check upon.’ those
people who escaped. through a loophole from the conse-
guences of the law, and advertised themselves in suech g
way as (though doing nothiug actually illegal} to make
people helieve they were qualificd and consult them ac-
cordingly, these guacks would coniinue to thrive upon ithe
lgnorance and credulity of the commumity. No  doubt
they might be able to treat some cases, but he {(the
speaker) drew the line af diphtheria, which was & very '
dangerous disease, and certainly not one 1o be taken in
hand by an ungualified throat specialist. Unfortu-
nately, there was nothing in the law to prevent the
quack f[rom: doing his best so0 long as people Were
salisfied io place themselves in his care, It was quite
clear thatl the relatives of Greaney, from what they had
heard, were misled into ilhinking fthat Stanton was a
gualified man. The -only other cxtent to which the
jury could go was to say whellier the ¥young mean was
s0 {reated by Stanfon as to cause his death. It was
clear that Greaney came by his dealh through diph-
t.herfl.-a,, and if the jury were prépared to express any
opinlon 28 1o the treatment by Stanton, they were of
course at tiberty to do so. If was not for him #o say.
No doubt the result of the present apitation agalnst
quacks would probably lead  to leeislative action of
some sort. But until that day came neither the speaker
nor the jury couldedo much 1o prevent those peoplo
trading upon the credulity of ihe publié.?

A considerable portien of our adult population are,
in regard to the claims of guaecks, ' in statu pupillari’
Z-in a conditiun of baptismal innocerce and infantile
credulity that demand the protection of the law. The
best asset of a country is the lives of its cilizems. Ang
it seems to us as obviously the duty of the State to
protect these from the risks of the medical charlatan as
irom perils arising from umprotected flywheels, insani-
tary drains, bubonic rails, and olher dangers by flood and
field that have bﬁgn made {he subject of our legislation,
As the law stands, an irregular practitioner may inde-
pendently give a prescription to a patient which a.chem-
ist is not allowed to fill independently unless he holds a
diploma. Says the Christchurcli ¢ Press ' :—

1t 4s contended by medical men that it is an illo-
glcal position for a Goverhment to lake up to force men
to study for five years before Deing allowed to treat
patients medically, and ¥yét sliow .any quack. 1o treat
Deople medically without evidenca ef.any study what-
ever. ~ As to patent medicines, they contend that it
would probably be-sufficient in the case of any medicine
that contained a drug of a poisocnous nature, that a clear

. statement be made on the Jabel that such drug or poison
forms part of the preparalion.’

« Legislation in restraint of quacks is a pressing need
in this El Dorado of guackery. The poor are the chief
sufferers from the * treatment' of the irregular practi-
tioner. The * Press' says: * The Chief Health Officer
for the ‘Colony holds strong opinions on the subject,
and it is probable that an amendment of the law deal-
ing-with these cases will be proposed next sessiom.’ - We
hope that it will take ihe wrastic lines followed last
vear by Mr. Hornsby's Quackery and Other Frauds
Prevention Bill. If the provisions of that Bill found
their way, even substantially, to the Statute-hook, the
occupation of the medical charlatan would be pretty
well pone,
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