
schoolmasters. It settles the time for Masses or ser-vices, and controls the church ornamentation. To be a
priest there is to belong to a. profession withouthonor.
What prestige can the clergy have under those condi-
tions ?

M. 'Briands Associations of Worship would have
produced the same result in the Catholic Church, for the
same causes always bring about the same effects. The
Pope, toy forbidding French Catholics to accept them,
safeguarded the French Church from schism, and apos-
tasy. After the Holy Father's refusal to recognise the
Associations of Worship, M. Briand tried another way
of subjecting the Church.

II.
—

M. Briands Famous Circular.
This Minister endeavored to place religious service

on the same footing as public meetings, and insistedon
a declaration for the holding of the bervices. However,
the law of 1881 was drawn up with a view to meetings
at which discussion might take place. But no discus-
sion is allowed in the Catholic ceremonies. This law,
then, could not be applicable to them. In 1905, M.
Briand had acknowledged this- truth; in 190G, he tried
to make the law of 1881 applicable to religious services
by requiring a single declaration and the organisation
of a single board for the whole year. But this wasin
contradiction with the law, whioh. demanded as many
declarations as meetings and the establishment of a
responsible bureau for each meeting. The circular was,
then, illegal, for a French Minister has not the right of
modifying a law without the approval of the Parlia-
ment.

'
At the same time, by this famous document, M.

Briand pronounced for the confiscation of the seminaries
and the destruction of the priests' independence. '

The
parish priest,' said he, 'will be in the church an oocu-
pier without any legal titK He will have no rights
for any act of administration. Still less will he be
qualified to make arrangements as to the disposal of
property.' How could the Pope accept such a tyrannical
ordinance for the Catholic clergy ? Besides, the minis-
terial circular was arbitrary. The law of 1881 on
public meetings says (art. S), that a citizen who organ-
ises a meeting has the right to maintain order andsilence, and even to put out noisy people. Does not
this suppose a legal right ? It is clear that M. Briand
wished to -deprive French citizens of a right given by
the law.

Persuaded that his circular was illegal, the French
Minister presented a bill, which was adopted and promul-
gated on the 2nd of January, 1907.

Hl.— Law on the Practice of Worship.
According to the new law, the practice of worship isto 'be secured by three different ways:(l)vby Associa-tions of Worship ; (2) by Associations ifi oShformity

with the law of 1901; (3) by meetings held on private
initiative in pursuance of the law ox 1881.1Convinced,' as he said to M. Jaures, '

that thecommon law would give a formidable power to the
"Church in the State,' M. Briand gave her a mutilatedlaw. He put aside an-article of the law of 1901 per-
mitting Catholic Associations to be recognised associeties of public utility, but he insisted on the obser-vance of the 12th article, giving the Government theright of dissolving them on the ground that the Popetheir head, is a foreigner ! In -short, .the iaw of 1901is not applicable to worship, for it does not authoriseCatholics to receive anything besides subscriptions
nothing for religious services, benches, and chairs. Isit fair ? If Catholics hold religious worship in oonfor-mi'ty with the law of ISBI, the parish priest wiillhaveto make a contract with the Mayor in order to usethe church. At the same time, he will have to under-take all the repairs of the building. The use of thechurch is to be given by the Prefect or the Mayor. Butit may be refused or given to an,unworthy priest. Incase of an appeal against the Prefect's or the Mayor'sdecision, the law will have to decide. Could it he ad-mitted that the Mayor or a legal tribunal may be thejudges of a priest's orthodoxy? Such is the law ofJanuary, 19071. Was not the Pope right to condemnit ?Lately, M. Briand has presented a new bill abrogatingthe notification for public meetings and dispensing thoseheld for purpose of public worship from forming a re-sponsible (bureau. But the -precedent law is maintainedwith its dangerous tendencies.

It is easy to see that, with all these law;s, M.Briand has offered the Catholics of France war, notpeace. He has confiscated the Bishops' palaces, tsieseminaries, the superannuation funds for oia priests'. He"has robbed the Church of her fu^rAtiire and transferablesecurities. Is such a policy fair or liberal? By resist-ing it, the Catholic Church has given the world a splen-
didv exampleof her love of freedomand justice. .

(From our own correspondent.)
April 25.

Inspector Kiely, of Wanganui, has been transferredto the Thames District, and his place will be takenbyInspector Wilson, of Greymouth.
The members of St. Mary's Catholic Club congratu-

late Mr. Geo. Spriggens one of its enthusiastic mem-bers, on his election to the Wanganui Borouch CouncilRev. Father O'Meara, of Feildin?. paid °a visit to"RanigawaMaDistrict last week and celebrated Holy Massi-Tnis willhe has last visit for some time, as he contem-plates visiting the Old Country.
At a meeting held in St. Mary's Church last Sun-day it was decided t0 hold a social in the Drill HaUand Mesdames F. Neylon Woods, and Kiely,andMessrs!TnJLS + 7> v' 5" MvrPhs\a"l Thos. Lloyd

'
wereappointed to make the necessary arrangements. The

'
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(Prom our own correspondent.)
April 27.

The United Irish League wUI hold a social gathering
at Go'd-ber s Hall on Tuesday, May 7. A lecturett/e
will foe delivered by Mr. S. J. Moran, LL.B., entitled," Ireland a nation of rebels.' Admission to the func-
tion is free to members anid their friends.. Mr. J, Fin-
lay is1 acting as secretary to the League at present.

Arrangements are complete for the opening of the
H/ome of Compassion at Island Bay to-morrow by (lAs
Grace the Archbishop. Yesterday Mother Aubert

're-
ceived a letter from Sir George and Lady Cliffosd apo-
logising for their inability to be present at the open-
ing ceremony tor-miorrow. A cheque for £20 w.is en-
closed' with the letter. The Rev. Mother has also re-
ceived donations from many other prominent publicmen.

On Tuesday the stallholders in the recent bazaar
were entertained at Day's Bay by Very Rev. Father
Keogh. Opportunity was taken of the occasion to pre-
sent the hon. secretary, Mr. F. W. Cronvbie, with a
handsome travelling bag, suitably inscribed, as' a token
of the appreciation of his services. The lady stall-
holders each receiveda neat Maltese cross of gold, as a
memento of the bazaar. Father Keogh expressedhim-
self as being, highly pleased wilfh the results oil "tjhie
bazaar, and tendered his sincere .thanks to the stall-
holders for tihe hard work they did to ensure success.

At\ a meetingiof the TechnicalEducation committee
last evening, one of the members spoke of -the possibi-
lity of their being able to acquire St. Patrick's Col-
lege for the purpose, as he believed there was some
rumor of the college people desiring a change. Very Rev.
Father Keo>gh, on being approached, denied the truth of
such a rumor. There was no intention to vacate the
college. The college trustees had land at the Hutt,
which was secured in view of the present institution
growing beyond the capacities of the dty properly, butthere was no immediate intention of removing to theHutt. On the other hand the erection of additional
class rooms-to the present building was contemplated.

If the Catholics of Brooklyn continue to work with
the enengy they have so far displayed in their efforts to
raise funds for the erection of a- church, the project willquickly 'become an established fact. On Wednesday thiey
held a social in Fullford's Hall, Brooklyn, in aid of thechurch fund, and the gathering proved very enjoyable,
an-d most satisfactory from the financial aspect. Special
cars were engaged to run to the suburb on the hill, fe/nda large number of sympathisers from the city took ad-
vantage of the occasion to lend a helping hand. Overfour hundred people were present, and a still larger
number of tickets were sold. The early part of the
evening was de\oted to a concert programme, towhich the following ladies and gentlemen contributed:—
Misses Morrison, McKay, Julia Moran, and Lamacroft,
Roy. Fathers Moloney and Ainsworth, Messrs. Reade,
Clarhson, Carr, and Master Foote. The concert was afine one, and the Brooklyn people are to be complimen-
ted on their good fortune in securing such excellenttalent. The several accompaniments were played byMissMploney and Mr. W. McLaughlin. Mr. W. Healy actedas secretary, and to his energy much of the success ofthe undertaking must be ascribed. The ladies ofBrooklyn provided an excellent supper.

Wanganui
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