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and that crystallises inlo solid &nd enduring concrete
form the history, birth, progress, aud development of
the faith in the Auckland province. Hence, on an octa-
siow like this, ipstead of -ihe carping critic with a
Judas ery on his lips, ‘ Why this waste 7 '—why
expenditure '—I have sel myself rather
amwd dwell on 1be story that is written
trowel and chisel on these walls and foundations for our
future generations, and to shketch in rapid and reversnt
outline, at least, the work and the worth of those asso-
ciated with 0. Patrick’s from its inceplion to its
complietion 1o-~day. We read in the Book of Josue
that when the people -of lsrael crossed the Jordan- and
entered the Land of Proulse, they took stones out of
ihe viver-bed, and set them’ up as a memorizl to God
in Galgal. Josue Haid :
you to-morrow, whaf mean these stomes, you shall answer
them and say, Israel passed over the Jordan through a
dry channel,.the Lord your God drying up the waters
thereol ; t{herefore were lhose stones set up for a mcnu-
menl of the chiidren of lsrael for ever. Your children
will ask vou, and your children’sy echiidren will mpsk
their fathers, unto many ginerations as they pass under
the shadow of Lhis hallowed pile, or view fls gra_eful
iransepts from afar, What mean those stones, what me-
mories hang round them, what lessoms do they convey,
what story do they tell? You will answer : The time
was only little less lhan seventy years.ago, when the
light of Catholic trulh had not penetrated this beauti-
ful and luxurviant land, when Lhe noble, warlili¢’ race
had little knowledge of the Treator heyond- what the
untutored savage mind might glean from gazing on the
face of Nature ithai, like an .exquisitely colored and
variegated chart, might lead the reflective mind from
the contemplation of nalure s beauty and its marvels to
the conceplion of nature’s God., You will tell them
how at lasi on the ever memorable January 10, 1838,

to draw -out

Bishop Pompallier, with a priest and a lay calechist, -

landed at Hokianga with the same c-edentials from

Pope Gregory XVI1, and the same Jaith lhat Auvgustine '

and his monks brought from another Pope Gregory to
England, or that =4. Patrick brought to Tara. | You
will tell them how within Uhiree years after landing, a
misston slation was founded in Avckland, and a little
wooden church was erected as, a memorial {0 God in
1842, on the very site on which (his Cathedral stands.
You whll tell {them vow five years later Bishop Pom-
pallier, at the request of the Catbolics of Auchland,
jakd the Ifoumdalion stone of a scoria churel, which
would be a more worlhy and. enduring memo-ial of
God’s goodness, in having visited and wrought the re-
demption of Iis people here, whicli church was opened
and dedicated 1o St, Palrick and 8t. Joseph, on Maroh
19, 1848, under the adminisvratorship of Bishop Viard.
A1 the bhuilding of this church a literal reproduction
of a scene -described in the Book of Josue took place,
when Father Forrest and the Irish Catholic soldiers of
the  gallant 58ih Fegiment lilerally took- the stones
from out tha ha-hor hed, and carried them on their
shoulders, and gratefully set them up as a memorial to
God in Auckland. I may pause here in my narrative
1o reverently point out

Some Grand Old Pioneers of the Faith—

men - of renown, as the Iloly Seripture calls such
—who instructed the people with most holy woids in
those days, and whose forms memory calls from the
deadd past. First of all they unfold~to our gaze the
noble form of the intvepid and apostolic pioneer, Bishop
Pompallier, who first got the .commnission fromd St.
Peter’s. successor, Gregory XVi., 1o bring the message
of divine truth io these lands, and who, by preaching,
instruction, and what 1 may truly call his omnipreseny
zeal, dispelled the 1nists .of etror and pogaf darkness
from all native tribes where his influence extenided, . amd
who opposed to the wild fury, ike cruel calumny, the
undisguised threats of those. whosé ranks he depleted,
the meek demeanor of his Master, and' the resistless
logic of urnadulterated truth. There he stands before
us, as he was in the provincial days, digmified, cour-
teous, majeslic, and snow-clad like Ruapehu or Tara-
wera, casting off the pearly mists that enshrouded
them ; the resiless fires within lheir voleanic hosoms
symbolising ihe restless fire of failh, charity, and zeal
that thrilled through his frame and bu™mt in his apos-
tolic -heart. 'They remind us more vividly and aeloguent-
ly than my poor cold words could of 1hat great Bishop
and apostolic and of Marisl Fathers, who sundered ihe

dearest, sweetest home {ies al lhe cali. of God to spread
An .account of .

the faith throughout New Zealand.
their journeys by land and sea, through a’country with-
out roads or railways, by means of schooners .of only
a few hundred {ons’ burden over stormy sess, is like
reading an account of fhie journeys of St. Paul and his
companions in the Acls of the Aposiles~ .When we

this.,

indelitly _by -

When your children shall ask

think of "the long voyages from Hokianga {o Bank's
Peninsula and far-off Otago, full of penl, discomiort,
aml adventure, of the land journeys to Tauranga, Opo-
tiki, and Matamata ; when we try to compute the
miles -of tangled bush, interlacing creepers; and noisome
swamps traversed on foot by tlhese men of God; when
we -think of the countiess souls brought to z lnow-
ledge of truth, as much Ly the transparent purity of
their motives, the sanctity and disinterestedness of their
lives; as by the fervor of their heavenly eloguence ; the
mission stations formed, churches erected, cannibal fero-
¢ity softened .and disciplined, those who féasted on
humaén .ftesh, now nourished their souls on that which
endureth unto life everlasling ; we _are simply appalled
by the magnitude ol their labors, dazaled by the heroism
of their lives and their wirtues, Assembled as we are
here or a spot sanclified” by their tread, surely it is
meet and_ just to pay a passing {ribute of admiration,
gratitude, and veneration 1o these’ men—Bishops Pom-
pallier and? Viard, Fathers Petifjean, Servant, Forrest,
and many olhers, whose names should also be embalmed
in the New Zealand Catholic heurt. They bring . be-
fore us again the rugged frapme of another great prelate,
whose mname is a household wo'd in two hemisphieres,
whio built -the transept which this spacioui ard noble
ong replaces—

: The Tllustrious Archbishop Croke.
He it was whom God raised up at a tme of stress and

" gtrain, and who put owm a secure basis the Church pro-

perty, and guickened the faithiul with new life and cour-
age. Undounted and undeterved by a crushing debt and
financial embarrassmenl, he threw his great mind and
characleristic energy inte his work, and the result is
seen in the magnificent property possessed by the.Church
to this day. Though his years in Auckland were few,
the stamp - of his zeal, genius, and -energy is
deeply socored on the..diocese. His name will ever be
held in benediction here, where his grand voice often re-
sounded with prescience of ihe future’s needs. e ecol-
lected over £2000 [or building a new  Cathedral, which,
in 1he capable and generous hands of the honored trus-
tee, Mr, Darby, was £3000 at the {ime his successor
was appoini¢d. Qur myemories again bring up before
us the unohbrusive, sainliy forms of Bishop Steins and
Bishop Luek, who buill the nave amd spire, and
searched ihe treasure spots of ltaly for the materials
for that gem_ of marble and mosajc—the exquisite
altar on which ihe Iloly Sacrifice of the Mass was-
offercd up this morning. They softly and reverently
brealhe names holy, zealous, amd apostolic—secular
priests, whom many of you have known, who ‘broke
the Bread- of Life in this Cathedral—¥Fathers Fines,
(O'Hara, Paul, Dr. MeDonsdd, your own * Father Walter '
MgDonald—tihough dead they siill- live on in the vi-
tues they exhibited, in the kindly deeds they performed,
in the spirit of [faith they Iostered - among you.
Through 1lhe Communion of Saints—that, with ~a hond
stronger than sieel, warmer and “intenser than blood or
hutnan life, binds the members of the Church friumph-.
ant in -heaven with 1he members of the Church mili-
tant below—we may believe that they are cognisant of,
and interested in, this ceremony from their thremes on
high. They béckon to us,~ who wear the priestly. garb,
to walk worthy of our vocation; they bid you, whose
eves are filmed with tears at mention of their names,
lo rejoice and be glad. To-day the eyes and heart.
of Goed ae centred on you, as the wise man says,

and his hands are rais'd to bless the cheerful giver ;
they speak most eloquenily of all of -

The Young, Energelic, Zealous Prelate
who_ now  adorns {he See”  of Auckland,

- whom  the' Holy Ghost btas chosen and placed in
. this exalted ollice to hold ihe reins that have

fallen
from the dead himds of Rhis sainfly predecessors, ‘to
consolidate and ensure ihe strenucus efforts wade by
them: 1o erect a worthy. memorial of God here; to

- guide 1he destinies of this diocese in an era of rapid

expansion, the limits of which no man m&y yet mark.
His presence forbids eulogy, and makes anything like a
spoken estimaie of his worth and work constrained and
inadoguate. In the conception of this nresent undertak-

ing, his Lordship has firmly grasped ihe principle that

no material creation -of huinan genius is good enough
to ke a worthy shfine gi lhe Lord of Glory, and fur-
ther that mdney, malerial, art, aye, and human brain
are consecrated to their noblest -use in planning, erect-
ing, enriching-a temple for lhe great God to dwell in.
He has learned {rom the pages of Holy Writ how . the
Almighty God prepared "and enriched- the material foi.
ithe temple and the living ‘shrine which He deigmed to
dwell in even for a short time. 'There no riches of 4

* materjal hind were deemed by Him too great to lavish

on adornment. When it pleased Him that a ‘vemple

" should be. built by His own chosen nation, {hat would
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