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to be practised only by social oufcasts and (as Dr.
O'Sullivan says in eflect in his lecture) by degenerate
practilioners who are corflent to wallow in +the darlc
cages of obstetries.’ .

In the lecture before us; Calholic moral principles
ave also applied to the menacing prohlem . of race-sui-
cide. ' This detestable praclice’ is charged to fashion,
cowardice, shifiless poverty, too high living, and V¥ the
aimiess dilellaniism of women who will not mar -their
beauty or disturb their psirician pleasures with the
cares of matlernity.’ Antl thus we witness 86 often in
our day the pitiful sight of a*deliberately starved matex-
nal instinet expending itself upon a pampered pooidle—
and often even.n this passing life ihe retribution that
falls in the pliysical order upon the violabtion of z God-
given dawiy The care of her children,” says Dr.
O’Sullivar, ‘is a woman's natural outlet for emergy
and affection ' ; it creates a bond that adds to the
cohesiveness and dignity of marriage ; and ‘ hopeless
disruptions are less likely 1o occur in a home_ where
the potential antagonists are..at least united ig a com-
mon love for their lilie' ones, and regard for~ their
welfare’ Here is a passage on another of the modérn
scourges of conjugal life which is worth reproducing in
full :— . S - - )

¢ Owver five hundred yea“s élapsed from the lounda-
tion- of Rome before lhe first divorce. was granted, In
those days when nature's kindly laws gave brains and
bone and sinew to the nzlion, no power could with-
stand the onslaught of the Roman legions. But thne't‘m?e
came when, as the degenerate Roman man evaded his
duty of personally defending his countiry, so the decad-
ent Roman woman declined ther.duty of hearing sons ;
when childlessness became commoil ; when the family in-
stitution fell ; when the Latlin race underwent an
alarming diminution ; when divorces were obtained on the
flimsiest grounds ; when the Romah ladies termed the
unborn child the ¢ indecens onus,” and got rid of it.

‘ But nat¥onal sins beget national - woes, and
Roman Empire perished for lack of men. -

¢ The early Greek prided himself cn the number of
his sons who could fight for his country. In -the-days
of Thermopylae, Greere wen the admiration of the world
for her heroism and dauntiess courage. Her navies
swept  the Medilerrancan, her cclonies occupied its coast,
her iree men owned po master, her soversipn common-
wealth no fyrant.  Yel “twas_but a hrief pergod—as
periods go in world-history—ere Tty serried. ranks guailed
before the Roman soldiers and the Greek became a

- {he

slave. .

' What js the lesson herein conlzined ? Why this dive
disasler to a country whose family institution was once
its security amd its pride ¢ The story of her decadénce
you are all conversant wilth ; it is shortly told. Spoiled
by prosperity and warped by an empty philosophy, .she
would not have her classic tasles, her heauty, and her
art, disturbed by family carés ard family ties, .

¢ One of her own countrymen writes that the down-
fall of Greece was not-owing Lo war or to plague. but
mainly -to a repugnance to marriage, and a réluctance
o rear large famdlies, caused by an extravagantly
high siandard of living." A strangely foreboding ring
about these words when we think of the hirlh statistics
of our Britisk peoples! What happened tg Rome amd
Greece may some day befall our own helcved country ;
grief may lread upon the heels of pleasure ; the hour
may come when, through hational dalamities or reverses,
we ‘may suffer o similar -faie, and die for want.of aven.’

Here—viewing the matler merely from the standpoint
of 1ihe patriot and not of the moralist—is. food for

ihought for tlese soufhern Tands at a time when' the.

problem of national defence has to be faced. Judging
by the statistical returns, it looks as if Australia and
* New Zealand are doomed Ao ¢ Big lor wan® of men "io
pass ouf in dishoncr
tong peopled the Now ISngland Slates of America, They

have died of moral dry rot and physieal decay, and more |

moral and virile Catholic peoples fill .their places to-
“day. |
. s
. ‘A final word- is.well worlh quoting from the eminent
Australian surgeon.
of the New York

Committee of Fifteen on the social
evil :(— l

like the once hardy stock +that )

It'is taken by him irom the report

. spirit of resentment or indiflerence to home dubies

* The evils ol alcoholism should be impressed om both
boys and girls, especially the latber. Aleohol—more
particularly in the case of women—is g fraguent road to
the street and disease, e

" ‘“The modern tendency to-train girls tobe - social
butterties is a .great.evil, one that is easier to crithcise
adversely than to oorrect.- The home is the “greatest
moral iphibitor in society. Yet domestic. duties - and
accomplishments are considered unrefined and undignified.
Dress and society are the keystones of the modern- hot-
house method of training girls. Girls trained in this

manner are in;danger from their very “helplesstiess, when-

they are -suddenly thrown on tlieir own resgirces, or
Jarry’ men who cannot provide the luxuties and social
refinements to which they are accustomed.
called higher . education fails :Lere, This-evil wiil pre-
vail so long as mothers encourage in their. daughters - a
as
The . poor man's
than her hard-

something unworthy or undignified.
daughter, who - .believes herself hetter
working mother, is always in danger, .
‘ The ape which shall restore the dignity of domestic
labor will do a great-work in antagenising the -social

Cevil.’

Parents will duly make a note of this weighty pro-
nouncement of a noted body of experts. The remedy
for these rodent ulcers of sociely (says the Australian

specialist) is, first and above all, ! education, moral and _
" physical, pointing the way our nature must ‘take -if she

is to shdnh the dark plases of race-suicide and emdqre

by ‘ proving to herself but true '’

.- Notes LT

’

A Frequent Complaint - . .
A prowing number of the witnesses ‘in our -courts

"The sc"

seem 10 follow the evil example of the unserupulous

cavalier in -L'Estrange's [able, ;Who ™ committed perjury
‘like: a gentleman '—that is, 'in a free’ and monchalant
and brazen way. JInsthe Awuckland Magistrate’s Court
Iast week, Mr, Kettle, S.M., said : * Thers is so Inuch
perjury and [false swearing in this C‘otiri;, that, it is
difffteult for any magistrate to get at the truth.’ We
have deen hearing this complaint—this evidence of moral
dry-rot—with painful frequency during Tecent years.

—————

A 'I:alileau . )

You may maké ' pure f-uit-jam ' out® of _anything— .

"even. -out of fruil. Dut . you —1n§ght' as well try to
evolve sunbeams gut of cucumbers .as Christisn cour-
tesy and charity out of the 'raltid elemerts that for
-some time past have been blistering the: public life cf
Victoria™ with sectarian hate and Tancor, The spirit of
fanaticism which inflames them found regrettaple expres-
sion at the recent great _Bendigo Carnival, In that
splendid 'displa}'r on -behalf of . the lceal public charitfes,
all ecreeds and classes have hitherto joined in perfect

L

harmony amd-good will. | Tilis vear, however, the Pro-.

testant A]‘liance;’(,which Is practically the - bengfit

- branch of the Orange Society) ormanised fox the. great

procession an ‘ Gpen DBible’ tableau, with'a number of
bannérettes bearing an Anscription which was highly cal-
culated, in sueh a eonnection, 4o _give  offence, The
whole affair was -designed by an emphatic -Brother who
Is piven to writing frantic No-Popery letters to ihe
local press. It ,Was in manifest eflect, and presumahly
In dntent, a vulgar challenge to Catholics, ‘and especial-
ly to Irish Catholics, and a public flaunting of +the

" supposed superiority of the \Pnotesta.ndi;Al-lig.nce creed .on

cheeds over the one of all’ others with which they are
notoriously in open war. A dignified profest by the
Hibernians resulted -in .an
procession {a non-Catholic cipy cbuneil@ol:) ordering tl}e
offensive. tableau to be withdrawn. According te  Lhe
¢ Age’ report, ihe Allfance people then waited on the
mayor (a defeated nominee of the lodges at the late
elections) and received his permission to * procesh ® with
their tableau thvough the streets. The Hibernians
(who' afe every yeat the largest body in ‘the proces-
sion) and ihe Catholic hand thereupon withdrew from
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