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two “years ago thit he had thrown considerable. light

on the origin of life, were not quite so .far-reaching

as some people thought., The ‘‘Standard’ says that DMr,

W. A, Douglas Rudge has just published in -the papers

of the Royal Society the account of a - series of-most

interesting experiments’ which be -has made, Suspecting .
the cause to he purely chemical, . Mr: Rudge subjected
the gelatine to the -acticn of thie giher metallic salts,

Barjum, which is,” of- course, a constant “impurity - in -
readium, gave the effect even bétter than radium itself,

“Though Irom the ouiset .the majority of biologists re-

fused to look on Mr. Burke's “ radiobes » as being in’
any - way -connected with the origin of lfe, thekr  re-

fusal was based cn purely biological considerations.

They were guite unable to “suggest any explamation of

the phepomenon. Mr. Rudge, however, has settled the .
matter cmee for all. There can 4e no doubt that the

‘¢ ¢cells . axe nothing else’ than .lhe insoluble sulphabes -
of certain mebals whick- form .. about 2 core of gela- -
tine. The limits of the.precipitation of’ the =ulphates

vary according fto the larger or smaller area through
which 'the metallic salts are able to diffuse.’

And so we get back,-and ever and ever back, to
the . scientific fruth, * Every liing thing comes from a
living thing, every cell from a cell, every nucleus from
a nucleus.” ‘ Upen tlis point,” says Geramd in his ¢ Old
Riddle ' (1904); there is mow ~ complete agreement
amongst scientific auihorities,” and (what is more re-
markable) none are more strenuous din upholding the
doctring of Blogenesis * (lhe derivation of life from: life
alone) ‘ than some of those who -with equal vehemence -
proclaim  the dcetrine of Evolation. fpr which the oc-
currence of spontaneous peneralion is a-necessity.' The
“missing links ' between the ‘organic and inorganic
worlds, and bebween ihe anthropéid ape and man, have
often been anmounced. But they have persistently re-
fused to materialise and put themselves on exhibition.

THE FRENCH PERSECUTION

A NUN'S PATHETIC STORY _

The aggressive atheists who are engaged in the task
of ‘lunting Christ ' out of France are thorough-going '
in the eallous inhumanity of the means which they em-
ploy. At one stroke, for
parochial elergy of the slendar budget allowance (aver-
aging £36 per amum) which was not a salary”in the
ordinary acteptance of the term, hut represented ‘inter-
est al the rate of one per cent. per annum on Church
property seized and devoted to secular fises during the
great Revolution. Having thus deprived the clergy of
their slender living, the. Christ-hunters drove them. from
their presbyteries at the point of the bayonet, confis-
cated all their belongings, down to the iron spoons and
the poker and tongs. The patish - clergy  being thus -
rendered homeless and penniless, the Grovernment actual-
iy began prosecutdons agaimst any of .them whom
its lynx-eyed agents succeeded dn finding * guilty * of the
crime of soliciling or
any .oceasion whatever from- the faithful for their ne-
cessary, support. A similar course of action was fol-
lowed under the Associationg -Law, dn ‘Tegard top the
members of religious Grders, They, toc, were driven
from their bomes at the point of the bayonet. Their
pl'ODBIt):' was seized, down t6 the last pot and. ketile
and ha'porth of pins. When driven out into the world,

penndiless and homeless—and - man of them ol d itl
amnd feeble—they were 7 s

tion. Those of them that had relatives to "go 40  in
France, wor houses of their Order to emigrate to
abroad, were fortunate indeed. Many,

d, 1 released by,
- acelesiastical authority from some or all of their vowsj,r

* had -to make a livelihood as pest they could in the
4. od E_y jél;gset wholesale evictions
Lundgerin estima 0 -some extent b
the fdet thet anout 160,006 persons were invelved iﬁ
that g:rea;t drag-}xet of atheistic legislation, - The New
Yo_rk Freeman's Journal* of Felbruary 16 mives a-
b_nef summary of the -patletic- story of ope ! suppres-
ISBBI?SFI;II;.J:;Q p?;g:;a&is of] t{{lose I:loor, plundered religious
¥ ! rough or T i
Lintod at tomme ot (ﬁd ] e eal of sortow that is

n the fcliowi i "
New York contemporary r— cHow ng_rewew by our

instance, they deprive the °

receiving voluntary offerings on

treated as- an illegal associa- -

- moved even their ejectori to .iears.
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‘ This New Year's publicatious in Paris incléded a
work entfitled . :

. * The Diary of an Exiled Nun,” .

which did hot require a prefade by one of France’s most
popular poets, namely Francois Coppee,. to ensure it
being widely read by the public. If is the work of
a Sister who veils her personality from the public, and
relates in detail those events which took place on the
eve of the forcilile eni'y by Governmental officials knto
the convent in order 10 eject "the nuns. Father Suau,
reviowing the work in the ** Etudes » (Paris), admits

‘that not even Matilda Merao's  Sister Paul of the

Cross '’ has cqused in Lim so- much emotion as this
simple journal. In if, the whole pathos of election, or
eviction, is tgld Wwith an absence of-litexary pretension
which gives lhe work noi ronly a distinet literary
charm, but "a vivid picture of the whole sordid. story of
guvernmental oppression. - Here, for instance,. is a pas-
sage which iz typical of many and which fails mot to
convey the seene depicted in acute realism : * The com-
missary came” to the convent with his alerk, each striv-
ing to owtdo the obher in incivility apnd surliness,
neither even taking™ of his hatl, nor even rising when
the Mother-Superior entered the parlor. At the expira-
ton of a few moments, however, ‘the commissary ™ sent |
his clerk to the town hall to have some . documents
stamped.” "AS soon as the clek had  leit, the commis-
sary quite- changed his attitude, hecoming studiously
polite, amiable; and” kind, apologising for the painful
task which he had io perform, and further showing his

“regret. - When his™ clerk returned, the commissary  re-

sumed his previous rigid demeanor, and both left the
convent, withoul even a bow or a good-day.’’ i
T 'The authoress of the '* Diary " when thrown upon
the world, having no dowry, and being - . )

Entirely Wit.hout'MQa,ns, PRI

tried for a long time to find employment, subststing Om <
a Tew. voins which ihe Mother-Superior divided-hetween
them before parting. Ilaving Some acgusintance - with
art, she "endeavofed lo Lnterest the superintendents of
certain schools. Withcut avail, however ; her-great crimes
being thal she had once been a nun! She als0-hatg®
knowledge of china-painting and wore out ber awkward
shoes runnhing round the stores day atter day. fot employ--
ment. Most of tilhem rejected-ler offers. Wilh no know-
ledge of the world; she was satisfied to sell her work
for something like fhe tenth of ils real value, the re--
sult being ihat likely employers thought her “work”
would be of no value whatever, and did not even give
her a trial. Yet some were glad to get her work at
the price she agresd to toil for ; and- onece she ob-
tained a large order which took her sevenbeen hours
a-ilay to complete kn two weeks. At the end of that

+ period she was paid a2 sum of .money which id not

suffice to meet lier humble- liabilities for the fortnight.
A fellow-lodger in her. house, an old wcrkman . over
seventy years old, took compassion on her helplessness
and, as. he possessed ‘a -knowledge of trade-painting,
gave her a few lessons, which enabled her to weather
the storm for some {ime. Anotlier lady of the zame
Order was even less fcrttnate. Over Axty years old,
she had [ormerly heen rich, but had -pivencher entire
fortune in pood works. Wilh no surviving relatives,
she was thrown upon the world. She became a

Servant in a Family, . -

being subsequenlly promoted to the position of nurse to
an -invalid, although almost an invalid herself, bent and

-growing rapidly into old age. © Others. amcng the el-

derly nuns did not quite realise, even when the police
were in {he convent-halls, what was about t0 happen ;
some thought the Reverend Mother ahout to be arrested
for heaven knows what delinquegey—but as to them-
selves leaving the convent—the old  home—the place
‘they had chosen t0 live and die in—never ! If was ime
-possible. Many of the poor ladies stood staring at the
hlatant -officials, not knowing where to turn, or what to
do. Numbels Had so little sugpected the teality of the
official warning, that they had not even prepared their
little bazgage. Most of them shrank-bhaek helplessly
when the police entered and with no male protectors to |
kelp or advise them, presented a piteous spectacle‘which
Here and there
were shabby -worn trunks lying about the hall contain-
ing eclothes and littie relics; baskets filled with {food,
young nuns tear-stained and mutle, waiting for the last

~order from the Moiher to leave,- elderly lay Sisters,

deflant some of {hem, others upbraidine the officials
And when the moment came for the Mother Superior fo
count her devarting (lock, one was found sbseént. Then,
there was a scurrying to gznd fro, {hrough the familiar
halls, along the well-loved corridors with- their silent,

in their solemn little afches, up the stairs
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