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ENGLAND—Catholjcs Barred - o
The late Lord Grimthorpe’s cstate has been valued

at over two millions. IIe left a proviso in his will

to the effect that nome of the property is fo go to'a

foreigner or a ‘' Fapist,” or lc anyone matrried to a

¢ Papist.) :

Returning to the Fold

A correspondent of the * Manchester Guardian ' notes.
that the number of converts which the Catholic
“Charch is winping [rom the established Church is in-
creasing.” He wiltes :
Rome’ from the Church of England ministry have re-
cently been anmounzed, that of the Rev, Ambrose Wil-
liams, a Cambridge clergyman lately beneficed n Here-
fordshire, being the latest. Of course, there is always
% more or less intermittent fow of pilgrims from
‘ Canterbury to Home '’ in progress, but- 1t is hard to
understand why the movement should suddenly have be-
come more conshderable at present. ‘

A Famous Catholic College )

Ushaw College, which is next year to celeprate its
centenary, is the successor of the famous English Col-
lege of Dopai, as- Stonyhurst is of $t. Qmer. The,
Douai College, founded by™ Cardinal Ailen in 1568, was

dissolved during the French Revolution—in 1783. In °

L1794 it resumed its life at Crook Hall, near the pre-
sent Ushaw, under- its old head, and W& is a proud-
boast of Ushaw that it can point 10 an unbroken
line of rulers, with the DOouai

There have heen fwenty-nine " rulers in all. - ‘Bishop
Wilkinson, the present president—a convert ~from the
Church of England—is the {welfth since the removal

irom France. Ushaw has, of ccurse, been the train-
‘ing-place of most of the Calholic elergy of the North
of England. It has produced a long line of bishops,
and three of its sons have risen to the cardinalate.-
Dr. Lingard was vice-president of the college, -and he
is buried in the college cemetery. He was deeply
attached to Ushaw, and it iz an interesting fact that
he left part of the proceeds of his great hisfory for
the establishment of Lursaries at the college, The
great pride of Ushaw is its magnificent collection of
relics, ¢ the vrichest,” it has been said, °in the posses-
sion of any individual or community in the world.’
They number 900 allogether, and dnclude a ring taken
from 1he hand of Si. Cdwu.ert when the saint's tomb
was opengd in 1537, B

.

FRANCE—The Grotto of Lourdes

In consequence of a report which was circulafed
recently to the effect that ihe French Government con-
templated confiscating the shrine of Our TLady of
Lourdes, and forhidding pilgrimages to it, we (Edin-
burgh * Catholic Heraki ') have made inguiries into‘the
matter on the spot, and have received an official let-
ier from his Lordship the Bishop of Tarbes, in which
he states that there exists mno motive for the Fremch
Government taking any such action. *‘We can only
suppose,” he says, * that, degpite what has passed, the
pious people of all nations will continue to respond to
the appeal of the Immaculate Virgin, and come to
prostrate themselves at the foot of her grotto to re-
ceive her maternal and signal blessings.’ ’

The Irish College - -

The French Mimister of PubMc Worship (says the
¢ Cathdlic Times ') is acting 1lie part of the wolf to--

wards the lamb in dealing with those who uphold flie °

rights of the Irish College, Paris. He is using argu-
ments that are {ranspavently alsurd, but they will
suffice for the purpose of confiscation. -Throvgh the
representatives of the 2

he urges that the Separation L.Aw has madé it neces-
sary for the French Government to take in hand the
.settlement .of the guestion ~of the Brifish Catholic
foundations . in France. These foundations® were _quite
putside the scope of ‘the Freach Church Hstablishment,
and where the necessity comes in is "one -~ of ~ those
things that no one save an anti-Christian Minister ean
vnderstand. M. Briand, it appears, feels boind to ad-

mit tlfat the Irish College is Ivish property, but the ..

British Government are to be asked {o sanction the
-roblery of British subjeets. It is -to be requested to
agree to the sale of various n©vlots of ground- and
houses with which the .British foundations are*now en-
dowed, and to the reinvestment of the whole fund in
French . Government stock., After the. college has heen
suppressed, the, Irish students = will be permitbed, if
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nominated by the British Ambassador in Paris, to have
their burses—should ihey ke taken in—at the Irench
Lycees and the Frenmch theological colleges, the exist-
ence of wllch the French. (Government have endeavored
to render impossible. ' Assuredly ‘it "is the fable of the
woll "and the lamb over apain. "‘l1f ‘we knowranything-
of Irishmen, they will not patiently submit - to this
" outrage upon a cherished institdtion. The  Brifish
Empire ¢an do well enough without the * entenfe cor-
diale,’” and so far as lImish _Latholics are concerned,
they wili have none of it  if  the conhscation on
which M. Briand is inbtent talkes place. They are
strong -in the British army, and in that-event, they
will: never fight - for Framce if .it wants their help.

GERMANY—Persecution in Poland

In Prussisn Poland (says 1he ¢ Catholic Times’})
the measures taken against those wlo advocatbe the‘use
of the Polish language are Draconian. A pumber of
priests are now in prison for having quoted the Coun-
cil of Tremt and local Synods o' prove that the chil-
dren should be taughl their religion in thdr mother
tongue. The sentences vary from {hree weeks fo eight
Fines are freyvent and leavy, The editor of
4 Polish--paper at Posen has had to pay fiteen
thousand marks, and another Posen journalist four
hundred and fifty. " A young teacher whe tried in vain
to induce Polish children to~ say their prayers in Ger-
man beat them- savagely and- then ured off a revolver,
producing so much alarm that one child hecame seri-
ously Kl ' Public protesis have been made against his
conduct, bub- he remains at his post. It isa fine tes-
timony to the tenacity of the Poles that the -‘harsh
lreatiment- only .makes them- cling all the mo"e stead:-
ily to- their “own tongue and their own customs.

FTALY~—The Thousandth Anniversary

According. to * The Catholic News® a convent of
nuns at . Zaza in” Italy was founded in 1908, and lhe
Sisters are now celebrating the thousandth apniversary
of the institution.

~ ROME—The Holy Father’s Jubilee

The Holy Father received on February 9 in the Hall
of the Consistory the Central Committee for the cele-
bration of the golden jubilee of his priesthood. Per-
sonally, he said, he would Ifave preferred that the an-
niversary should be observed by himself alone in his
private chapel in loving converse with Christ, but as
Vicar of Christ he felt Louwd 1o permif demonstra-
tions of attachment and love for the Hely See. He
hoped, however, the celebration would- have a purely
religicus chaacter, - - i

SCOTLAND--Interesting Presentation.

The Very Rev. Donald Canon Mackiniosh, Rector of
St. Margaret’s, Kinning Park, Glasgow, has heen pre-
sented with sn Hluminated address and set of canoni-
cal rohes by the . J. MeoCrackten Branch of the
LN.F. as a3 token of esteen. The Ve'v .Rev. gentle
man was alse the reciident of, an addiess from ihe
Girls’ Guild of St. Matgaret’s.” :

SPAIN—Against Duelling

- The new Couservalive Miaistry in- Spain is hegin-
ning well. - The Baron de Albi, president of the Anti-
Duelling League, addressed a ~lefter o0 the Minister
‘de Gobernacion,” asking the support of the Govern-
ment for. the ends of the League, and its vigflance in

. sbeing that the laws were striclly enforeed against of-

fenders. In his reply ihe Minister writes : ¢ The Mip-
ister ‘‘de Gobernacion,” and without a doubt the
whole Government, wviews with complele sympathy the
efforts made by the League under your worthy presi-
dency *to put an end to duelling™an evil condemded
by ecivilisation and morality.- This - heing his convie-
Yion, it seems unnecessary to add {hat the Govern-
ment will use all eans in . its power 10 hinder vio-
lations of the law, and, for this end, will give most
definite instruetions to authoritics charped wilh watch-
Ing over its ohservance.’ -

SQVITZERLAND;The Education Question . - -

In Switzerland, hy a vote of 318,139 against
172,010, the largest roll ‘ever recorded on appeal to
the country, the people have just rejected a proposed
system of undenominalipnal teaching = in the schools
-whicth wsas obviously a- stepping-stone to 2z purely God.
less scheme. The Catholics united .with the religious
Protestants in raising the cry, * God in the sohools.’
while . the political secularists tried. to raise the coun-
ter ery of °* Ulericalism ' and * Jesuitry.' The common
sense of the peonle, however, asserted itself. The is
sue was clear, and, though the majority of the people
were Liberals politically, the proposal was defeated,
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