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ther than the men of ‘any cther country ;. and that its
women can kick up the devil generally to a greater
extent than the women of any other country. Recent
news frcmy across - the Pacific would seem fo indicate
that the Cincinnati journal’s buflesque is not all bur-

lesque. Take, for instance, the 1,200,000 civorces in
twenty years, for which t;he—cable_s vcueh, These re-‘
turns would. furnish some justificalion for the state-

ment that, in one vital poinf of morality, numbers of
marricd men and married women in the United States
have beer * kicking up the. devil menerally to a grealer
extent than those of other countries’. Mere are -some
“figures which we condense from returns for 1906 : Mur-
ders and homicides, 9350 ; suvicides, 10,125.; legal execu-
tions, 123 ; lynchihgs,. 68 (wholesale killings by mobs
not included here) ; killed by autcmobiles, 209 ~ (in-
jured, 851); killed by huniers or while hunting, 178
(wounrded, 167) ; killed on raiiroads (passengers and per-

sons crossing tracks), 3,225 (injured, 8561) ; killed on’

electric lines (including employes), -874 (injured, 2953);
killed by fires, explosions, cyeclones - amd storms, light-
ning, electricity, drowhing, snd in mines, §,480. Total
violent deaths (exclusive of the red hamdiwork
mobs), 30,512, The steamboab contribution ds’ not
stated. Bul even without it, ithe figures for 1908 re-
present a pretty lively dance cf death—a terrible re-
cord of the number of souls and lodies- that were torn
apart with a wrench of amony belween New Year's
Day and St. Sylvester’s. Here 1is'an item of much
significance : ¢ The record ol embezzlement, lorgery, de-
faulting, and bank wrecking agpregated $13,734,863°
(nearly  £3,000,000), *“an 1merease of more than
$5,000,000 * (£1,000,000) * over 19085°.
P
‘ Beware! Take Care!l’

Those who have followed the conflict belween the
Lodge and the Church in France do not need to be
rendnded that the anii-Christian press of Paris does
not greatly Turden itself with the luxury of a con-
science. This js especisily true of the ¢ Malin ', which,
though poorly writien and badly printed, sways the
anti-Christian forces of Paris and gives the keynote to
the campaign” apainst religion throughout France.
proprietors are Freemasons of the extreme Continen-
tal type, Jews in race but aggressively atheistic ip
theit attitude towards religion. Moreover, the ‘Matin’
is not an indspendent organ, even of French Masonic
atheism. It is a subsidised Government organ—a * rep-
tile * paper, as it would be termed, in this country of
cleaner political methods. For a long time it was
edited by the adopted son of the Paris
Jewish  correspondent of 1he London
In comnection with the official war upon religion
in France, the last-mentioned - gentleman has made the
‘ Times * merely the London echo of the sort of ¢ news ’
and views that appear in the * Matin’, Mark Twain
has somewhere remarked that the habit of {ruth-tell
ing grows upon you, if you are not eareful. In all
that relates to the Church,. . the ‘Matin' is, =0 to
speak, microscopieally ecareful. Its amazing resourceful-
ness in untruth in conneclion with the Pope and the
French hishops is, for-instance, a matter of sufficient
notoriety., The- recent papsl encyclical, however,-and M,
Combes’ enfant’ terrible admissions in the Vienna press,
made even the ' ;
views . which .it had adopted st~ second-hand from the
' Matin ', ‘The ¢ Pimes’ and olher Emnglish correspon-
dents in Paris are, however {as the ' Glasgow Opser-
ver ' remarks), careful wnever 10 " publish ¢ those extracts
Irom the ** Matin " which would shock English Protes-
tant opinion ', bhut whieh ¢ accuratety reflect the Opinion
?f the cligue of I«‘régm-aso:ns who are for the moment:
in power " in France. Fragments of Monsignor Mon.-
tagnini's stolen letters apprear to have somehow got intg
the Prench papers. The ) i
h . y—and ~ especially his azceusa-
tions of bribe-seeking—seem to have touched the leaders

of 1
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¢ Timeg ', ~
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“Times * withdraw from some -of the

Jtruth comes 10 our shores. in the hold of

of the ‘Bloc’ on' the marrow and raised them fo a
controversial. {emperature like that of am electric fur-
nace.© Thus far, we in New Zealand have only _the
* Malin's * version oi the facls, through the Paris- cor-
respondent of -the * Times’, We ask our readérs fo
suspend judgment upon, the case until slow-plodding
the mail-
boat. “Then"we shall he in a position to judge whether

+ the * Matlin’ has been at ils usual tricks.
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United States courls,

The Great Robbery

The French revolufionaries of 1789 despoiled the

Chureh of much ;- the atheistic Christ-hunters of 1907
are siripping her {o the hone. On page 11 of this
Yssue we . reproduce the calm and sober fanalysis

which a learned American Protestant judge makes of
the greéat acl of wholesale plunder which the enemies
of religion are now perpetrabing in unhappy and dis- -
tracted France. A simijar- verdict as . to the ille-
gality of the Frénch spoliation was given a few weeks

-2go in a Baltimore paper by ihe Hon. A. Leo Knott,

Professor of International
eminent American judicial authorities. thus. unile in
declaring, in eflecl, that the spoliation of the <Clarch
in France is a rank illegality, and on the sime moral
level as a vast case of organised highway robbery.
‘Mr. 'Knott’, says {he * Ave Maria !, ‘ cites opinions .
of Chief Jusiicg€ Marskail and Justice Story on gues-
tions of sinmhlar import that came up vyears . ago. in
and concludes his article with

Law ir that city. Two

this statement :—

'Y TIL will be thus seen that on this great ques-
tron of the indefeasible rights of properly, and the
incompetency eitler of the King or the Legislature to
annul them, and also corporate franchises when once
granted, there is wno diflerence hetween the Common
Law of England and of this country amd the Civil
Law prevailing in I'vance. Both ¢i ihese systems of
jurisprudence iherefore condemn and reprobate the flag-
rant wviolations of these rights now being perpetrated
by the French Chambers in their war against Christi-
anity and the Church in France 7.?

In Virginia there long existed a union between the
Slate ahd the Protestant Episgopal Church. Chureches,
schocis, and otlher institulions were built for that de-
nomination by taxes levied upon witizens of every creed.
Disestablishmment came in due course, In 1789 and 1801
the Stale Legislature passed a law to seize this pro-
perty and devete it to other uses. This gave rise to
the historic case Tenmett &t al. vs. Taylor et al. The
case was , ultimately decided by the United . Slates
Supreme Court, which declared ihat the Virgipian
Legislature had no power to enact such laws, and that
they were void and-of no effect.

When disestablishment took place in Brazil in 1890,
and in the Philippines a few ‘years ago, ihe Church
was in each case left in undisturbed possession of wer
property. No robher hand was’ stretched against her
cilher by Brarilian revolutionaries or by American con-
querors.” Nay, in the case of the” Philippines, the Su-
preme Court ordered the restitution of the Church pro-
perty which had been seized by the usurper Aglipay
and devoled 1o the uses of a schismatical cult. Be-
tween the years 1800 and 1844 the Protestant Church
in Treland received-(atcording to Godkin's * Iveland amd
Her Churches ’)_’ in granis from the puplic Treasury
the enormous sum of £2,301,725, Aubrey de Vere
shows in his ‘ Church Sctilement of Ireland ' that the
same religious organisation—the Church of -one-tenth of
the people—received from Parlinment and church and
parish rates £1,710,134 for the erection of churches
and of residences for the clergy. The vastly grea.{er
part of the church rates aud parochial taxation was
picked out of the unwilling pockets of Catholics, often,
at the point of the bayonet. , Yet no Irish Cathole -
suggested, when Disestablishment was coming, the con-
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