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1 know. Lilla multer, please forgif, upd I vill
all tell vat I hai keep. Meine sester und-her mann
lif here sence long time. ., Ven I bin on my home in -
Berlin, meine sesler -haf write I sall to her kommen. '
S'e hafl say s'e will be meine mutter herelin America,.
Dat makes mein fater und. meine niulter sorry ven I
say, ‘‘ Yes, dat iss gool. 1 vill nach America.” So
mein. fater say,” *‘ Ven Richardis vill, s’e sall go.”” Sp
me‘mg mutter haf ery, umd -l bip come }o my sester,
It iss sex mile +$0-dat place wo meine sester lif.
Her smann iss far-mer. You .%know far-mer-—yecs ¢’
(She had evidently just mastered “the word.) ‘Und I
baf vork by my sesler, und cows milk, und alles, und
dat iss all right. Abefr meiné shoes sind full von
holes, und I had not.money; neffer not” any, Htta mut-
ter. Now lkommt ein mann. Ile iss far-fner, too. Heg,
got big farm mit plenty money und vun mutter und
vun bruder, Und dai mubter iss old und not can more

vork. So dat mann say to de bruder,"'' Joe, you git
a frau” Umd Joe say no. So dat mann say to my
sester, ' Vat I sall dg it? Joe, he not vill get a
fran, urd de muftter not can vork, I mus git ~vun.”

So my sesler tell dat mann,

t Dal iss goot. Here -
is Richardis.” . -

¢t Gh, litta mubter, vai you 1link I s'all-do it’?
Dat iss goot mann, aber dat mann iss not for me, -
I mus sa mno, so spoon 1 can spik it

She stopped for a minute, but hurried on, in- -her
curious mixture of English and German, with her
“mys * and ! meines ’ fumbling over each other, to fell
how angry her sister had been at- her "refusal. She

had even gone so far as 1o write, asking their par-
ents not to notice Richardis’ letter§ until she should
promise tc obey, and had ioid Richardis that their
father, in anjswering, sent word to her that if she
wanted to be their child and have their love she must
do as her older sister said.

Richapdis had wrilten, again and again, -i0 both
father and mother wilhout receiving a reply, and at
last, sick at heart and really afraid that she would
be forced into the dreaded marriage, she had run away
to the village one night, and had found a position
for. a few weeks in 1lhe German boarding house Irom .
which she had come io us: Apparently her sister had
dropped the maller then, for she had never tried “to
_foltow het. Richardis said that when she first came to
us she could not Lear to tell me that her parents had
disowned her, because she -was -afraid 1 would think
she was a wicked daughter, hut afterwards, when I
was so ill, she wished she had confessed it all.

¢ S0,” she fnished, ‘T haf vun sester in America.
&' igs meine spster. I know dat. I bin scary s’ iss
bose anf mich und 1 not can help dat, bui obh, little
mutter, iell vat I sall do le, ven my¥y fater und meine
mutter vill me nclb more luf?’ i .

Her voice choked and bher eyes were full of tears.
I rveached for her hand. ' You poor child! - I cried,
and then—I cannol rememhber what then. There wasSa -
sudden rushing and pounding behind ws, and a ¥voloe
screamed. Richardis  looked “over her shoulder —and
jumped to her feet in a flash. The same iynsiﬁa.nt 1,
felt ber strong arms seize me and cast me bodily‘out
of the carriage, and after ihat there was a timé When
everything was b‘l"ack. } " . - ’

My poor Richardis! They had
when they first drew her cut of that mags of wreck-
age in the deep ditch by the roadside, bl now she
was moaning pitifully, apd she knew me as soon as I
knelt beside Her. Graduaily I .was compreh®nding what
had happened. That mass in the ditch was Dr. Max-
well’s buggy, and I heapd some men who had ga,themd -
-around saying that they would have to.shoot his horse.
The great automobile, which stood there like a disabled
monster, had come whizzing like mad down the main
highway, and had slowéd up barely enough to turn the
corner into the bit of narrow -road where we, hidden
from .it by a grove until it {urned the corner, - wele
jogging along, too much absorbed in our own thoughts
to realise danger. . - .

The chauffeur was an inexperienced boy, out Ior a
frolic wilh. a_ party of reckless friends, and when he
had suddenly seen us .close, ahead of him and | had
realised that there was no room to pass, fe had ~
lost his head comnmletely. Instead of throwing the lever
that would stop the machine, as he meant to do, he
had done exactly the opnosite, and, to.ihe horror of
all in the car, it had sho® forward and crashed with
all its ftremendous weight inrto 1b~ rear of our bhuggv.

Bul between thal one swiit elance gver her showl-
der and the final crash Richanrdis had saved my life.

The men on the auto had jumred when they had
seen the <danper, and, strangelv erovgh, none. cf. them
was seriously injured. Little Richardis had suffered for
us all. -

ght her dead

How we managed to get her home I scarcely kihow. -
Somebody brought a wagon with a cot in it, and at
last. we had her lying on my- bed, with Dr. Maxwell
“pending ‘over her.- One¢ leok at his face, after hehad
Linished his examination, - took away my hope, ‘and’.
from that moment 1 did .not.leave her side, .

She was not conscious all the time, .but lhere were
moma:uts when she seomed to understand everything,
and in one of them she whispered a Wwish 1o me. I-
told mother, and she hurried to send a messenger to
Richardis' sister. ' - o -

As soon as horse's feet could bring her she ‘was
there. She was a hard-faced woman, but she went on
her knees beside her litzle sisier and sobbed bitterly.
She confessed bhat f€here had been loving answers to
all of Richardis’tletlers home, Lut that she had man- -
aged 10 get and. keep i{hem in the hope of influencing
her sister to marry as she had planned. "She pros
"mised solemmly that she would iell their parents all the
truth, and said thalt they had never really - written
one of the unkind things she had quoted from their
I?-ESES; that they loved Richaydis more lhan any other
chilll - T T

Richardis lay wilth closed eyes. We were
she was not hearing, but- she was, for one of her
hands - wavered out and rested on her” sister’s -head,
‘Tt iss Iuf in my heart to vyou,” she said, with an
effort. * Ven meine fater und meire mmitter not hate
me, I bin happy.’ . .-

Dr. Maxwell led the sobhing woman into the other
room and ‘came. back guickly. I knew what his'expres-
sion meant, and I-hent closcr over Richardis. Sudden-
1y her fingers clasped mins more tightly, and‘her eyes
opened and looked straight into mine with a strange,
deep gaze. ‘I8t iss someting I vill say,’ she  whis-
pered. “I not know ‘how. 1T not can tell it Oh,
litta mutter, I—am—yours !’ ) )

-My tears fell on her face as I kissed her; but
even then she was past heeding kisses or tears.

A few days later there was a new-made grave in
our ‘owsn family lot in the village cemetery. That is the
chapter. There are_other happier ones to follow if, "I
wnow—and some day I shall read beyond that | little
'gra.ve in the story of my Richardis.—' The "Advance: -

afraid

Messrs, R. H, Scott and Co., Princes strest, Dun-
edin, are now showing all that i unewest in  gepitle-
men’s rainrroof overcoats, also a large stock of over-
coals for boys and youlhs, all at the very lowest
possible prices.... . .

Messrs. Wilkinson and on, dispensing and  family
chemists, Princes street, Dunedin, direct atlention to
the mew remedy for obesily and corpulemce, prepared in -

- accordance with the directions for trealment suggested
by Dr. Cathell. This remedy is perfectly harmless...:-

Mesdames Chirnside and White, principals, notify that

¥ s school of instruction” on the Imperial method of

patternmaking” and dresscutting has been opened in
Clyde Chambers, Dowling street, Dunedin. This system
“was palented £n 1904, and has ncw a firm footing - in
New ' Zéaland and the other coloniés.... R
S MYERS & CO., Dentists, Octagon; corier of George
"Street. They guarantee the highest class of work at
moderate -fees. - Their artificial tecth give general sat-
isfaction, and the facl of them supplying a temporary
denture while the gums are hecaling does away with the
inconvenience of _being months without teeth. , They
manufaciure a siugle artificial toath for Ten ‘Shillings,
and sets equally moderate. The administration of nit-
rous oxide gas is also a great boon %o those needing
the  extraction of s tooth... .
~ The -many clienls of Messzs. J. N. Merry and Co.,
cash buyers of wool, sheepskins, rabbitskins, h¥des,
- tallofv, 'ho\rseha.ir, etc.,. Dunedin, will He interested 'h_o
know that in comsequence of- ihe' increase in the busi--
ness. of the firm, it has been found mecessary to - Se-
cure more extensive premises, which have just ‘heen
cemnleled at 117 Crawford street. Wilh their increased
“facilities' for. business, the firm will now be in a" better
position than ever to give ccmplete “satisfaction to
their patrons... »

. HOW TO PAINT A HOUSE CHEAP.
= Tn White ond Colors, Mized Ready for
Oarrara Paint

Inside and Outside Use, - prUARRARA
rotaips itd Gloss and Lustre for at least five years, and will Jook
batter in elght years than lead and oil paints do in two, TUSH -
- CARRARA, the first coet of which is no greater than léad and oil

paints, and your paint bills will be reduced by over B0 per cent.
A hesutitglly.illuetrated bocklet, anti_tleq ‘Haow to Paint a House
Cheap,’ will be forwarded free on spplieation, .

“K. RAMSAY & 00., 19 Voge{c ftrect, Dunedin,



