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of tagties, wiser in its generation than the Grevy Ad-
mindstration. When they made up their minds to gar-
rote aml plunder the religious Ovders, they represented
them =as possessing wealth beyond the dreams of
avarive—a milliard of francs (£40,000,000) in houses and
lands. This was offered as a Hribe—in the shape of
old-ape pensions—bo the proletariat.. Such an  eppeal
has not been known to fail sinee the days of Henry
VIII. and Thomas Cromwell. It was.-a short-cut te
the heart of the worker who "had -shuffied off religion,
and to, the atheism and amtlclerha.hsm of the Paris
bouuleva.rds But (as the London ¢ Spectator ™ pointed

out ot the time) even if the fabled milliard of the reli- -

gious Congregations were a tangible asset down to the
last centime, it would not by any means, in view of
‘their work, be a vast sum. A Rothsehild, a Jay
Gould, a 'Carnegie hold separately and singly moré than
did all the 160,000 members of the French Clongrega-
tions collectively. Honest figures are nof party-men.
But the Waldeck-Rousseau figures were (as the®
des Debats’ said) ¢ mensongerement exageres pour les
hesoins de la cause '—exaggerated in a lying way to
meet the ex1geu(:1es of a. political purpose We Lknew
that then ;
at the time when the story of the fabled milliard was
set afloat, that the total real estate held by the reli-
gious Onrders (or Associations or Congregations as they
are also called) was officially valued for revenue pur-
poses at a capital sum which, at the Fremch  current
rate of interest of the time (2.8 per cent), would pgive
each religious an income of about £3 per annum, or
less iham 2d o day. What a munificent revenue .in
return for suwch magnificent’ services to the State and to
society ! We know, too, that +the “convents, monas-
teries, colleges, and other property of the suppressed
Congregations have thus far failed o realise sufficient
to meet the expenses of the horde of ° grafters’ who
are acting as Mguidators. The fable of {he milliard,
however, probably achieved its immediate purpose.
There was not so much irouble” on the squares and
boulevards as when Grevy Sicrmed the convents and
stole the monastic pofs and pans. But the ° milliard’
is lke t{he rainbow or the bird in the story that
flitted iromd tree, unto tree. The ® grafter’' has his
inhings, and the French worker is still waiting for his
old-age pension. 1f it s to come out of the Asso-
ciations' ‘andilliard’, he will still be waiting at the
crack o' doom, '
»

By the Law of Associations, the schools conducted
by religlous Orders were forced out of existence. In
1867-98, French religious of both sexes were piving , a

Christian education fo 1,983,562 children fin infant and’

primary schools, and to 67,463 in secondary schools.
And these schools, says The American ‘ Church Re-
view ' (Protestant), at the ‘time of the Bill, were
‘able to give iree educaticn and to lold their own
against their rivals, and generally to heat them in
discipline and examinations and 10 carry off the
schclarships . These d&ngeroué rivals to the podless or
atheistic public schools were closed. The same fale
befell most of thé instilutions of charity in which
‘heaven’'s great army of charity ’ (as that great Pro-

testant, Leibnitz, called some- of our religious Orders)-

maintained- some 110,000 aged and dinfirm poor, 60,000
orphans, 12,000 penitent
blind, and deaf and dumb. The
women Wwho carried -on” this
Sanet Charitie ' were-.driven like malefactors or oui-
laws from the rocis that sheltered them and their
charges, and left to penury in their own land or 'lo
exile among strangers. Side by side with these opera-
tions of the new atheistic chivalry, a great amd 'search-
ing system of espionage "was organised under Minis-
sterial auspices to ¢ break ' or penalise every officer in
the army or ravy who practised his religion, or aided
a Catholic charity, or permitt.e-'ti any member - of his

devoted men amd
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we know it belter now, We know that .
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family to do so, or whose relabives or friends were
known or suspected .10 he well-disposed towards - - the
Ancient Faith. This prand organisation of spying was
Worked bhro-ugh the Freemason fraternity. Its* docu~
mented ' exposure in the Chamber of Deputies and in the
‘Parisian secular press was, perhaps, theerowning sensa~
tion of the political life of -the pastTfow years. Belore
the -stormr of public shame and execiation, the gckd-
braided Chief of the Spies, Genera] Andre {Minister of-
War) had fio leave his pedestal, and the Combes Ad-
ministration to give up the reins of power: “There -
was a change of masters, bubt not of methods. Espi-’
opage is still as active a weapon of proseription and
persecution as it was when Combes was dressed in "a’
little brief authority. . . ’

*

N For the rest, under the Combes regime mnearly all

_ the religpious  Orders were su\p'f;rESsed,' disbanded, - and”
_plundered, in spite of the official pledge that the” mew

law was meant only Eor the ‘religions Associations
that were * political’ or ¢ plotters against the State.’
No explicit charge, no evidence, no .judicial Jormality -
preceded - ihis great act of wspoliation amd expulsion.
The applications made (on the faith of official pledzes) -
by the Onrders I6r ' authorishtion ” in ierms of the'
law, were not dealt with separately and on their
¢ Twenty-five teaching Congregations™’, " says’
Mr. Wilfrid Ward in the ¢ Nineteenth Century®' for
January, * were refused authorisation en ‘bloc at one
sitting ¢f the Lower Chamber, twenty-eight at an-
other. The rest followe'd'quickly. M. Combes " had .
practically made one head for * the whole monasiic
organism, and he proceeded to cut it off ’,  The mammer
of abrogabing the Concordat deserves an article all to
itself, - -
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In School . . -

Williamy von Humboldt once said : * Whatever - we
ingrciduced into the life of a -mation
mush first be introduced into its schools.” In our over-
eager haste to cram the youthful brain in the puhhc
schogls with snippets “of a | hundred ‘ologies, we noglect
heart-training and the fmma.tpon of character. Result:
So far as the mere system is concerned it -can turn
out mnothing better than bhundlex of superﬁcial and ir-
reverend sfna,rbness, animated reading, writing, and
cyphering machmes with no more ' true cultivation of
heart than is possassed by a Ba.bhavge calculator. .
But even this partial training—the mere wzt—'s’harpem
ing—may be carfied on ab too great a cost .of nerve
That it has deen in many cases,
seems to be the opinion of some of the inspectors ol
the Wellington Educalion Board. In their latest annual
report the fotlewing recommendations oceur —_

' We would strongly recommend the practnce of ta.k—
ing g few minutes every day for free-arm.and breath- .
ing exercises in liew of the old method of. a - weekly
hour or half-hour lesson. Teachers should also recogmise
the fact that physical Jraining shouid - embrace. such.
matters as general carriage, posture at work, personal -
cleanliness, ventilation, and the general tldlness of the
scho’oilroom offices, and playground, all of which have
a mpst v1ta1 bearmg on the child's life.- We -are. qul‘oe
in accord with the proposal for +the megical~examina-
tion of children, and we hope the departmeni; will be-
able- to publish such gemeral directions .as may bhest-

. guide teachers in asmsbmg the -expert in- this part; cf

his work.? I

We commend_ this thoughtiul ubt-erance, to, all’
Catholic educators wh_b‘m it may concern, ;
State-made Mendicants

There are many obvicus analogies htheen the plun-
der and proseription of the Catholie faith in" ‘the Eng—
" land of Henry VIII, and in the France of Clemenceau
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