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NEW ZEALAND TABLET

children would go wilth even the silliness “of youth
amnd have them received as such, not as things of
lasting importance, and to be referred o again and
again after they have passéd and are sinking into ob-
livion. -

‘0Oh, I can't tell mother anything, she lays so
much stress, so mueh importance, on every trifle and
never forgets it or lets me. I wish I had 'a molher
I could tell things to,” is the cry omne hears continu-
ally irom schoolgiris, -

A QUEEN OF TACT

The Dowager-Quecn of Ilaly, who belongs to a
house +trained to kingeralt for more than a thousand
years, is sadd Lo be wonderfully skiliul in- dealing with
the diflicullies apperlaining to ler high station. An
incident which occurred at ome of her Drawing-Rooms
illustrates her taclt, readiness, and delicacy. "The per-
sons who are to be presented at the Roman Court
are arranged in a large semicircle in the throne-room,
The Queen enlers and passes around the line, atten-
ded Ly a chamberlain, who hames each person, add-
ing usually a word or iwo to give the Queen some
ideas of their claim to notice. She asks a question
or mgaples @ remark 4o each, and passes on, On this
occasion ihere was in the line a young man from
BSouth America, whose embarrassment showed itself in
pale cheeks and icrrified glances as the Queen
nearer. [At last she reached him and stopped. He
heard his mame, saw her smile. There was z roar-
ing in his ears; his knees shook. When she asked
him the name of his native town he gasped in con-
fusion that he -did not know. The whole circle smiled;
bhut the Queen’'s face was as calm as marble, * You
mean that our beautiful Italy already has made you
forget your home'? Ah, sigmor, you are a  skilful
courtier ! You flatter us top much !’ and playiully
shaking her fan at him she passed on, leaving him

wondering how he came to make so brilliant a e -

spose, ‘while 1he crowd looked at bhim respeotfully,
hewildered also.

0DDS AND ENDS

Landlady : ° The coliee, I am sorry to say, is ex-
hausted, Mr. Smith.’ MMr. Smith: ¢ Ah, ves, poor
thing. I was expecling 1hat. I've noticed that. for
some time it hasn’t heen strong,’

Ma : ¢T hear ihat you've bheen playing with Donald
Smith apain, Tommy., Now, 1 told you—' Tommy:
* Playing with him ! 'You see the black eye he's got,
and you'll soon guess if (here was any playing ab-
out 1it.'

FAMILY FUN

i —
Weak to a proverb my first has been reckoned ;
And men have agreed to make game of my second ;
Yet, when both were united in beauleous allianee,
Men iriumphed in wounds, and set death at defiance.
Answer—Waterloo.
——

The Mysterious Boltle.~Pierce a few holes with g
glazier’s «diamond in a common black bottle : place it
In a vase or jug-of water, so +ihat the neck only is
above the surface. Then, with a funnel, fill the hot-
tle aud, cork it well, while ¥t 48+ in the | jug or vase,

Take it out, notwithstanding the holes in ihe bottom, -

it will not leak ; wipe it dry, and wgive it to some
person to uncork. The moment the cork is drawn,
o the party’s astonishment, the water will begin to
run oul of the holtom 'of the bottle.

Porvbeientel

To Put an Tgp Into a Botile—~To accomplish this
scemingly dncredible act requires the following prepara-
tion : You must iake &b egg and soak it-in
vinegar ; and in process of time ils .shell will become
duite’ soft, so that it may be extended lengthways with-
out breaking ; then insert it into the neck of a small

bottle, and by pouring cold water upom ib, it will -re--

assume its¥formeyr figure and hardness. This is really o
complete curiosity, and baffies those who are not in the
secret to find out how it is accomplished.
gar used to saturate the emp is not sufficiently  -strong
to produce the reguired softness of shell, add one tea-
spoonful of sirong acelic acid to every two tisblespoon-
fuls of wvinegar.  This will
flexible, and of easy insertion into the hottle,
must then he filled with coll water,

which
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*strong

If the vine--

render the egg perfectly-

~

All Sorts :

‘ What are you cryin’ for 7' ¢I've been fishin'.’
“An’ you're cryin’ because you «didn’t catch nothin’?°
‘No, I'm,_eryin’ ‘cause I'm goin’ “ter catch somethin’ !’

‘The first electric tramway in Ireland -—was from
]f&r;rush to ihe Giant's Causeway. It was opened in

‘ Thore's a man “Who has dome o lot toward rais-
ing up the human race.’

‘A preat statesman 77

‘No,; he is a lift" atiendant,'

Tramways were introduced into Great Britain by
George Franeis Train, who in 1880 obtained permis-
sion 1t lay a line in Birkephead with a stop-rail,
but it was found to Le a great Iinconveniemce to
wheeled iraffie, and the grooverail was submitibed.

Glass bath-tubs are being made in Gefmany, and
are sald to have advantages over the metal and
enamel, the principal one being that they are much
cheaper. They-are made in a solid piete, and -one can
be {urned out complete in about five minutes.

The English Court of Appeal has decided that - a
watch case, being plate, canmot be exposed for- sale
until it has been assayed and stamped.- The argument
is tha)ty pptting works inside a piece of plate - 'does'
not mmake it anything else, and as the law says that
plate shall be assayed, before beinz eiposed for sale,
foreig:t; watches” will' not be admitted to the English
market, .

At a recent exhibition of pictures in Tokio, Japan,
the Iollowing notice was posted : ' No person who is
mad or intoxicated is allowed o enter 4n, if any per-
son found in shall Le claimed to retire, No persom is
allowed tol carry in with himself any parcel, um-
brella, stick, and the like kind, except his purse, and
is stricily forbidden 1o take within himself dog or the
same kind of beasts. Visitor is requested to take care
of himself from ihieviy,’ .

Father Himalaya, of Lisbon, Portugal, who exhibit-
ed at the St. Louis Exposition a machine to collect
heat from the sum's, rays amd which as’ was claimed
at the time comdenses a temperature of 3,500 degrees,
has «discovered a new explosive more powerful than
dynamite, panclastite, cordite or any ‘other known ex-
plosive, Experiments in the presence of the King of
Portugal proved so satisfactory .that the povernment
has adopted +{he new explosive for the use of the
army, : “ -

Vienna, will shortly possess a museum exclusively devot-
ed Lo musie. In the modern world, at least; no city . conld
be more appropriately chosen for its musical associa-
tions. Insttuments, MSS., portraits, sculptures, and, in
fact, everything associated with great musicians will
be represented, The collection will he especially xich
in dits historical side. It will ireclude original “scores
by Bach, Handel, Mendelssohn, Spohr, Weper, Mozart,
Beethoven, amd Brahms. There will also be a com-
plete collection of planos illusirating the development
of the instrument from its earliest beginmings.'

Shorlly after Mr. (Hladstone’s death, a local poki-
tician delivered an address fpon the life of the
statesman before a school. "-When he had finisheéd, he

said ¢ ‘*.Now, can any of you tell-me what a states-
man is ?* A litile band .went -up, and a little grl
replied : ‘’A statesman is-a” man who makes speeches.’

¢ Hardly tihat,’ answered the. polivician, whe loved to

tell- this story. ° For instance, I sometimes - muke
spedches, and -yet I am not.a statesman.’ The litiled
hard a2gain went up: ‘I lknow,’ and the answer came
triumphanidy : *a statesman is a nian who niakes good
speeches !’ -

In ar article on ! The Decay of Repartes’” .the New
York ¢ Ewvening Post’ gives the palm to the Irish for
the readiness wilh which the witly retort springs Irom
their fongues. Says 1he * Post’: * They seem born‘ to

. it, " and every fraveller brings back his.stories of ecah-

man's retort or policeman’s sly dig. Of the more dig-
nified type of repartee, perhaps the hest known in
Irish higtory is the reply of Lady Tyrconnell to
James 1I. upon his arrival,.in Dublin, hot-food-and al-
most unatiended, after’ the .defeat of the Boyne.
‘' Maflam, your counbrymen have run away,” was the
King's gracious accost, *“ I am rejoiced, at least, to
perceive that your Majesty hag won the race I'? the
Viceroy’s wife with a courtesy,



