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{¥rom our own correspondent.)
. A March 8.
) His Grace Archbishop Redwood administered the
Sacrament of Confirmation at Carterton on  Supday
last t0 a~ large number of children.
Members of St. Palrick’s Day Sports’ Association

met on Saturday evening, when ihere was a large at- .

tendance. Gatic-keepers, tickel-sellers, etc.,
pointed for the sports on March 14, ’
The Very Rev. Dean McKenna has arranged

were ap-

with

Rev. Father T. McKenna, of Pahiatua, to hodd a com- -

bined pienic of scholars abiending the Masterton and
Pahiatua convent schools at Eketahuna on April 2.
The Railway Department. -has agreed to make substan-
tial reductions in fares for both Ghildren and adults
from both towns.

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

{From our own correspondent.)

Mareh 11.

The Rev. Father Marnane, pastor of St. Mary's,
Manchester street, is expected 1o return this week
from his twelve-months’ our to the Old Lard, and is
Lo be entertained at a welcome reception in the Art
Gallery by his parisifoners ¢mn Wodnesday evening,.

* Regarding the power of the press,’ sajd his Lord-
ship Bishop Grimes during his discourse on Sumnday
ovening, *¢the Holy Father iPope Pius X. stated to him
that '‘mo nobler mission than that of the journalist is
in the world to-day. My predecessors have biessed
the S’\’N?l‘d, I prefer- to bless the pen of Uhristian wri-
ters.

In a communicalion received by the president of the
Particular Counecil of the Christchurch Soclety of ‘St. Vin-
cent «de Paul from 1he Hon. L. F. Heydon, president
of the Superior Council of the Society: in  Sydaey,
who is now at Rotorua, where it is his intemtion to
remain unrlil March 17, the wikter siales that-he in-
tends to be in Wellinglon on March 23 and 24, in
Christchurch on March 26, and in Dunedipn on April 14.

The 8%. Palrick’s Day celebration commiitee thas
spared no effort to sscure the very best available
talent for the national, concert on Moniday  dvening
next, and the result has enabled the presentation of a
programme equal, if noi superior, to any previous ones.
Tickets of admission have heen arranged at prices that
will -ensure IHis Majesty’'s Theatre being crowded on
the oecasion. The whole procesds will be, as usual,
devoted to the aid of Nazareth House—that great in-
shitute of charily which appeals to every class cof
the community, and which has dcne, and is doing, so
much to lessen the sum of human misery in our
midst. i

The Exhibition still maintains its hold on the
public as a pleasure resort and cenire of abtraction.
Karly this week, with present indications, will see the
attendance reach a million and a half. The official
closing time Is now fixed for April 15, but between
*now amd then several impertant patherings, including
the great fire-brigades’ demonstration, are to' take
place. The pet animals’ show last Friday proved very
atiractive. Among the speakers on 1ihe occasion Wwas
his Lordship Bishop Grimes, who stated that- the So-
ciety for Prevention of Cruelty to Amimals (under the
auspices of which the show was organised) had done a
great deal of good work, thus enabling him to  tes-
tify from petsonal cbservation in many lands recently
visited that the animals of Christchurch, the horses
especially, could not be surpassed anywhere in the ol
countries. This result he attributed in a great mea-
sure to the watchfulness -and eofforts of the society,
which he regretted, however, did mot receive greater
erfcouragement from the public. On last Wednesday the
Catholic school children of Leestor, accompanied by
their -parents and {leachers, visited the Exhibition, to
the number of about seventv-five, Special trams con-
veved the excursionists to the Exhibition, where the
children were the guests of ihe Rev, Father Mahony
at the various side shows. Rev. Father Ahern, of Dar-
field, was also of the party.

At Vesners in the Cathedral on Sunday his Lord-
ship the Bishop vpreached to a Iarge congregation, the
subject of his discourse bheing mmainlv an account of
his recent visit to the Avostolic See and audiences
with the Holy TFather. Taling for his text the 22nd
verse of the 117th psalm, woids (said his Lordship)
that vividly came home %0 him as he stood before
the august Pontilf, one who never dared to believe he

. colonial ports.

would he elected supreme head of the Church on earth.
His Lordship them gave a striking word picture of the
one who, from the simple curate, passed through the
.whole course of ecclesiastical offices until he attained
his present exXalted position. In eloquent terms he de~
seribed the origin and gave a history of the Papacy.
The little corner in Judea from where, over 19. cen-
turies ago, the poor unlellered workman received the
command to go and conguer the world he (the Bishop)
recently visited. ‘Three centuries of martyrdom was
the answer (o {he message borne, but eventually “the
world was comguered, as now exemplified by the power
of the Papacy, a power wielded by no olher meonarch,
He described the Holy Father as being most unas-
suming, simple, and of dignified bearimg, his most strik-
“ing features Deing intense  humility, -sincerity, amd
framkness, ag well as gentle humor., His Lopdship re-
ferred to the splendid porlrait of the Ioly Father pre-
sented to him, and upon which his Foliness inseribed
his blessing t0 the diocese. ¥He also gave a transla-
tion from the Latin, in which it is writter. {This fine
picture, handsomely framed, was on view.) In conclu-
sion, the Bishop gratefully thanked -all who had. lab-
ored o assiduously on behalf of the Cathedral during
his absence, and intimated {hai the Rev. Father O'Con-
nell would visit the West Coast immediately after
Taster and recommence-his collécting mission in con:
nection with the debt exbinction fund.

DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND -

(From our own correspondent.)

March 8. .
Hackett will this -evening
leciure on ‘¢ Irish wit amd
lnstitute, in aid oj the Little

The Very Rev. Dean
deliver hds very popular
humor ' in the Leys
Sisters of the Poor.

Another beautiful slained-glass window, the gift of
Mrs. Hackett and family, is in course of erection at St.
Patrick’s Cathedral. This makes Uhe fourth valuable
window in the “church, cach of which cost £110,.

Several c¢f the Hibernian delegales have arrived, or
are en route to Auckland. Bro. F. Dooplan, Christ-
church, has pgone to Rotorua, where he will stay till
the meeting begins. Arrangemenis have been made for
enterlaining the visitors.

A discussion has been raised in the lecal morn-
ing paper ok the quesiion of the cost of school books
to the parents, Though the State pays for tuition of
the . child it is sought to get- it to. pay for the books
also. Rev. Brother {eorge, Supetior of the Marist
Brolhers’ School, Pitt street, who was interviewed by
ihe * Herald’ on the subject, said: ‘The children
attending the sihool paid 6d a week'in somp standards,,
The parents find the Books. In the case of very poor
children the Brothers frequently supplied books. . We
have no aid from the State, as you are aware. The
cost of books at this school would he ahout the same
as those for primary schools. In fact, we get _ the
same books, in order to comply with the Education De-
partment’s requirements, the only difference being a
Catlholic Reader in the place of one of the'two stipu-
lated books. My experience is that the parents are ncb
only willing to pay the schogl fees, but also provide the
school books.’ -

The Hon.. Mr, Heydon, M.L.C., of New South
Wales, and ex-Mjnister of tihe Crowgl, arrived here
from Sydney last Supday, and immodiately called om
his Lordship the Bishop. For the present the distin-
guished visitor is staying al Poicrua. He will  re-
turn in lime for .St. Patrick’s Day celebration in
Auckland. -He is president of the St Vincentde Paul
Society. ¥e i5 deeply concerned in ihe spiritual  and
temporal welfare of our Cathclic sailors trading. it and
out” of- Australasian ports. In Sydney, Melbourne, and
Newcalgble, and ofther Auwstralian ports orgamised Mho-
dies of young men make it their business to wait
upon the Catholic sailors and invite them to the club-
ropms, amd fhe best resulis have bheen obtained, My,
Pevdon is anxious {o exiend the operations all owver
! In” {hs  direction he wishes to fake
the opnorbunity afforded by the gathering of so many
Catholic men from all narls of New Zealand to at-
tend the triennial meeting of the Hiherndan Societv,
and to address them at the breakfast after Holy .
Clommunion.on St. Palriek’s Dav. The hon, pentleman
is most enthusiastic in the matter. and ccnsiders it
mipht easily be arranged 1hat the organisations at
the various ports would report to each other the names of
the sailors and the  ships in" which they work, and so
meet, them on arrival. Other relicions bodies do this,
and Mr. Hevdon says we are sadly bebird in the im-
portant- work,
L)



