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The Catholic World

ENGLAND—Catholic Statistics .

According to the ' Catholic Directory ’ there are 94
Catholic peers and baronels in the United Kingdom g
8 Catholic M.P.’s [or IEngland and 74 Catholic M,P.'s
for Ireland ; and 70 Catholic knights.

Westminister Schools T

A Pastoral Letier irom the Archbishop of West-

minster, read in the Catholic churches. of the archdio- -

cese  on Sunday, January i3, gpave a report on the
necds of the Catholic schcols. A commission recenlly
appointed by his Grace foupd on inquiry that a 'sum
of £87,000 woulkl be nceded lo renovate and bring up
the Catholic schools -of the archdiocese to ‘a standard
of efficiency required by the London County Council as
1he local educalion auwthority from all schools receiving
grants through its agency. His Grace appeals to his
fiock to make every possible eflort 1o raise the neces-
sary fupds to wmeet the emergency, which is {he mosk
serious that has arisen since 1870,

FRANCE—The Irish College

. A deputation of Irish DBishops has been. appointed
by the Irish Bishops’ Standing Committee to wait on
Sir Edward Grey, Secretary for Foreign Afiairs, and
pul before him ihe case of the Irish College, Paris.
Il is hoped that by vigorous diplomalic inlervention
the existence of the ecollege may slill be maintained.

Law not Appiicable to the Case .’

A telegram from Toulon 1o the f Liberte' (Paris)
siates that the Abbe Venel has been acquitied of the
charge of celebrating Mass in {lie Catbodral on |
cember 16 without having given the necessary nolice,
the Court exprossing the opinion that -ncither the law
of 1905 nor that of 1881 was applicable to the case.

Omitting the Name of God .

A distinguished correspondent of the Dublin ¢ Free-
mpn's Journal > calls” attention (o ihe latest indieation
which the French Governmient has given of its utterly
atheistical spiiit. This is in the change which it has
ordered in- the device- on the coinage. The five-franc
used lo bear the device, ' Dieu protege la France.’ By
the decree of the Minister of Finance this mention of
God is to be omilted in future. M. Louis Passy,
who, as the oldest
meeting of ihe  Chamber, refered in the fcllowing
lerms to this proclamatlion of Atheism as isolaiing
France from the whole world :—f The time is not yet
arrived in which the nations of the carth- will remu-
diate the idea and the name of Ged. The lsraelifes
will continue to imvoke the Elernal. ‘the Mussulmu.ns
will continue to proclaim ¢ Allal Webi.” “ God is
Great.” The Christian races will continue 1o sing,
““God Save the King,”” or ‘ Domine Salvam fac Re-
publicam.” And all those who see shining across the
infinites of space fhose lights
thal notling. shall extinguish will repeat in the deplh
of thelr hearts, -* God protect France.? -

ITALY—A Plot that failed

Though ihe French Premier professes to ignore the
Pope (says the ' Catlolic Tinfes '), il has been pretty
definitely ascertained that French official influence was
employed in an aitempt to evoke Italian sympathy for
the anti-Christian campaign in France. When a de-
monstralion was made by Ilalian Social Democrats in
favor of the French (overnmeni’s policy, rumors to the
effect that M. Barrere, the French Ammbassador at
Rome, knew something of the origin of the proceedings
went around in Italian Parlamentary cireles. Senor
Giolithi, the Premier, enguired of ibe ambassador whe-

ther he would give him authorily to deny-the rumors. -

M. Barrere is said to have replied that the reports
which haid been circulated were misleading, but
have privabely admiited 'that 'people had called at the

embassy 1o «iscuss the advisableness of a demonsira-.

tion and that views had heen exchanged on the sub-
ject, The inference was drawn by Italian Parlinfen-
tarians and others that he had heen endeavering  to
start in Italy an agitation which would be mot onlv
anti-clerical, but also anti-monarchical, and the result
has been to cool r

which existed befween Italy and Framce. The ‘Ttalism

meople are mot admirers of the tyranny exercised by the

. French Government against the Church.

ROME—The Holy See and the Hague Conference

The Holy Sece has taken no steps to obbain re-
presentation at The Hague Peace Conference, but ip
Catholic countries there is a strong feeling that an in-
vitation should he sent to his Holiyess.

De-

member, presided at the ovpening -

of Tlope and Justice
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considerably the Iriendly relations.
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in Many Languages .

The stwdents of the Propagamda, Rome, on Thurs-
day, January 10, gave a most interesting entertain-
ment in hofior of the jubilee of the priesthood of Car-
dinal Gotii, - Prefect of ithe Propaganda. Poems were
reciled in" thirty-three different langu

E ages, and ten of
the reciters were DBritish subjects. Cardinals Gotti,

Merry del Val, amd several other members of the
Sacred College were present. Cardinal Gotti himself
converses wilh equal ease in Lagin, French, and

Italian. He faught the nautlical sciences in the Preparatory
Naval Cobllege, " and some of the most distinguished
Italian, admirals were among his pupils. -He is a bril-
lisnt mathemadticidn. A gqufet, unassuming” man,- he
leads a saintly life. “A New Zéalander, Mr. Cecil
Morkane (writes the Rome correspondent of the Sydney
polyglot acade-
mic entertainment - given Urhan  College in
honor of Cardinal Goiti,’

Distinguished Visitors - .

On January 10 Lerd and " Lady Aberdeen paid a
visit 10 the Irish ¥Franciscan Church of St. Isidore,
where national and patriotic memories and memorials
abound. “Thence their Tixcellencies. drove to the Scois’
College, where 1hey were welcomed by Monsignor
Fraser, the rector, whose kind aid they had emjoyed
on the occasion of their audienze with™ the Soversign
Foutifl. Under the reclor’s guidance they saw the en-
tire' ccllege and its monumenis. The four paintings of
Jamieson, of Aberdeen, and the original proclamation
of. ¢ Bonnie Prince (hailie' posted on the ™~markei-
cross of Edinbirgh’ in®.1745 principally arrested the
attention of the noble visilors.” - e ™

SCOTLAND—A Generous Benefactor T

Some time ago 1he Right Rev. Mgr. Lennon, of
Liverpool, a gencrous bhenefaclor to Catholic charitable
institutions,- and now' retired, made an offer to con

ibute £1000 towards paying off the heavy debt of
about £17,000 upon Nazarein ldouse,’ (lasgow. The
oficr was condilimial, howeve", upon a like sum hbeing
raised by the beginning of the present year, and itis
gralifying to know that ihn good Sisters bave- been
enabled to .{ulfil the slipulation, T

UNITED STATES—Mecting of protest

Protestanis as well as Calholics: atiended the great
meetbing held on December 30, al Washington, U.S.A.,
lo “protest against {he persecuting policy of the
Frendhr Governmeent, and a strong Speech’ was made by
the Rev., John Von Schaick, a Protestani minister.
The Rev. Dr, D, J. Staflord, in his speech, ex-
pressed the bpelief that the Fiench Government had
gone mad. 7

B_léa_th of a Marist Father -

The death occurred jecently al Luicher, La., of the,
Very Rev. J. B. Descreux, a prominent . member of
the Marist Order. Father Descroux founded the first
When the Marists
established their IHouse of Studies ~ at Washington, he
was appointed Superior. In 1900 he was made Pro-
vincial of the American houscs.

Four Brothers at the Altar B .

. Four brothers celebrated Solemn Fligh Mass at &%
Anna’s Church, Baltimore, on Christmas morning. The
celebrant was Rev, Carroli . Smyth, who was or-
dained December 22. His assistany was  his - older
brother, Rev. Thomas G. Smytlh, pasior of St. Steph-
en's Church of .Washington, who also preached _the ser-.
mon. Rev., James A. Smvih, of St. Patrick’s Church

at Lhe

.0F Washinglon, was the deacon _ and Rev. John A.

Smyth, now a student at Si. Mary’s Seminary, was
subdeacon, ’

UNITED STATES—To Help the French Clergy

An offer of pecuniary assistance to- the French
clergy from the Catholic” clergy of Louisiana has been
sent to Cardimal Richard, Archhishop cf "Paris. The
offer was 'made in a letter written by ‘Archbishop
Blenk of New Orleans {o accompany a memorial to
Cardinal Richard, signed by every Catholic priest in
Loulsiana. -* S¢ as to give these expressions of sym-
pathy a  practical and substaniial character,’ Archbi-.
shop Blenk said, ‘let me add that the clergy of
Louwisiana is ready at the least notice from your Fm-
inence to help pecuniarily, within means,’ in " the main-
lenance "of the French clergy.’
Reopening of Churches

Two of the large churches in SRan Francisco that
were tmartly destroyed by the earthguake and fire of

last May- were " reopened on Sunday, December 23,
with elaborate ceremonies. - They were St. Brigid's

-
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