Thuraday, Febraary 28, 1907

NEW ZEALAND TABLET
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Friends at '-,Coul_'t

dLBANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR

March 8, Sunday.—Third Sunday in Lent,

’ Monday.—St, Lucius 1., Pope .and Martyr.
Tuesday.—S4{. Casimir,. King and-Confessor.
Wednesday.—St. Eridelin,  Abbot,. e
Thursday.—3t. Thomas of Aquin, Confesso
. - Doctor. )

8, Friday.—St. Cathaldus, Bishop and Coniessor.
9, Saturday.—St. Frapces of Rome, Widow:
- I

8i. Casimir, King dand Confessor, H

Poland honors as ils patron Si. Casimir, second son
of the King ol that country. Ile learned from pious-
preceptors. to practise austerities, which contrasted re-
markably with the luxury and splendor of his father's
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court. He died in 1482, a{ the age-of twenty-four, and
is proposed to tlie young as the model of - every
virtue,

St. Fridolin, Abbot. ] -

St. Fridelin, the first Apostle of the Alemanni, was, -
a nalive of Ireland or Scotlamd. He labored as.a mis-"
sionary in Ganl, where he restored the congregation of
St. Hilary at Poitiers, which had been corrupted by
Arianism, and in Germany, where he foiinded a mon-
nstery alf Seckingen, am  isiand in the Rhine, near.
Basel, St Fridolin lived in the sixth century.

St. Thomas of Aquin, Confessor and Doclor.

St. Thomas of Agquin, ‘ the ’angel of the school,’
was horn at Aquino, a town near Naples,sn 1225,
liis early education was entrusted io the care of ilhe
Benedictines of "Monle Cassino. After completing his
education at the Universily of Naples he entercd the.

Dominican Order, and Decame the scholar of Alhertus
Magnus., He lapgght with uwniversal admiration at
Cologne, Paris, Bologna, Naples, and other places. He

was equally famous as a preacher.
-refused any ecelesiastical dignity, Called by, Gregory
X. to assist the Xcumenical Council of Lyons-in -
1274, he fell sick on 1he journey and died in the Cis-
tercign Monaslery of Kossanova before he had completed -
Lhis 50th year. e was solemuly canonised by John
NXIL in 1323, amt ranks among_the greal Doctors of
the Church. - ; . -

He persistently
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GRAINS OF GOLD .

—
THE CROWN OF THORNS,

A crown was on Thy brow divine,
Alas! of sharp thorns wrought ;

Each poinf pricked deep,” to expiaie
My foolish pride of thougirt,

O teach me, Lord, the little worth
Of others' smile or frown !

Why should-1 wear the flowers of praise
And Thou the thorny ecrown ?

’

—* Ave Maria,’
—

If thy failh does not malke.1ihee pure, strong and
loving, how canst thou desire to implant it in an-
other? If {hy’ religion does not_give thee peace and
joy, how canst thou wish ‘to spread it through the
world ?—Spalding.

Energy of will is the soul of every great

char-
acter.

Where it is ihere is resolute character; where

it is not there is faintness .with efleminacy, despon- -

dency, neglect of duly, and f{ailute. * The strong

manwand the waterfall,” says a proverh, ‘channel--

their own path.' -~ . .-
.The closest possible sludy of the life of Christ

~will not reveal one . single instande of His . Raving
mmeasured any work in pounds and pence, hut ihe New
Testa:menf.- is replete with instances of His having
lauded giits and <eeds- . which were backed by’
love . or the fulhess of capability, And the fact that
men and times have changed- does not warrant ~us in

.expecting any change in  the standard set .b the-
Master. 4 & i

There are silences of all soris, as theve is speech of
all sorts. There are silences that set one’s teeth. on
edge—it is not always a relief -to break them ;
there are silences that .are geniler, kinder, sweeter,
more loving, more eloguent than any words, and which-
it is always a wrench to intérrupt.—~Marion Crawford.

Y- She felt that all eyes were upon her;

. and,

‘The Storyteller

THE DEFECTIO

N-OF "MRS. CAPTAIN
‘(Coneluded “irom last week.) ’
J.As the doctor himself surmised, it .was a serious
“ease, “Dr. -Bemis pronpunced it double pnewmonia.
The greatest eare was necessary, amd he would send
for a nurse immediately, But. Dv. Marlowe - objected.
Mrs. Pickering was- suflicienily skilled, and if she
were willing, he preferrved-her . vo.a stranger.
Of course Mrs. Captain was wilking, yes, and de- ~
lighted. 1t _was preposterous io- ithink of sending for
a nurse, i Dr. Marlewe was satisfied” with her cave,
and so she installed herseifl ii -his room, after hav-

ing listened intently {o Dr. Bemis’ orders as to the
treatment 1o be followed, A
To Mrs. Caplain it was a labor of love., The

young man, who had no relatives in the world,
ceived all the sympalhy of her -generous heart. During
the long mights she Wwatched untiringly, - waiting till
the morning dawned 1o -sveal, a few hours of sleep,
careful of his every want, uncomplaining of ihe hard-
ship ; indeed, not Tecognising it as such, She gol
to yearn for ihe daily visit of. the priest, seeing how
much pleasure and new strenglh it gave her patient,
and 'inwardly she blessed the Lkind face of - the holy
-man who spread such unction aho@tt "ker house.-But
the hard days soon passed,-and sirenglh slowly re-
iurned to the sick man, 11 was a happy day when
the doctor declared him  sirong enough to go South.
till the summer. < i
Mrs. Captain’s heart was grieved as she heard the
news, The thought of her *‘boy’ leaving: her wasZa
bitter one, yet she ultered no word to show-herm@l
feelings, and “only broke down when she heand e
train that bore- him -away whistling out_of the sta-
tipn.” The: departure of the doctor was -like. tearing
'something “from her life, and she prayed earnésily for
the time -when it would be restored. = . . .. .5
© That Friday night she went to meeting for the
first time since her hoavrder had been stricken down.
and “the mjn-
ister's words on °L.ack of Faith’' seemed 1o be dir-
ected entireiy at _her head, . N . .
-- ' But she winced not, because she was oblivicus¥of
it all, She- was thinking of -things of faith, but of
the things which up to now she had‘heard™of as in a
dream. . The prayers she had read for the doctor out
~ol his books; the litanies she had repeated for..hig
responses every night during his illness ; his patience
in suffering his pious ejaculations, came into her heart
.snow ‘with a convincing [orce. She could not see- ‘the
‘minister. "She saw instead the doctor's wan face, the
face, too, of.ihe priest who had come with what the
doctar had told: her was God Himselfs She saw
hersell again going before ihe priest, with the lighted
candle . in her hand, and immediately her heart _cried
out for it all, for something besides these bare— walls,
this lifeless form of religion, and, while the'preacher -
“continued his nvectives, in her heart she knelt and
begged for the coming of thal God to her. )
She did not wait for the serviee to be ended.
There was a -voice calling her,” 'and she feared it
might be silenced by delay. While the congregatlion
sang a hymn which she had loved from childhood she
left the -meeling-house and crossed the street to the
Church of St. Michael, .
. It diéd not take long for the great news to travel
that Mrs. Captain was "a frequent:callex’ atr Falher
_.Johnson'’s. * The strangest siories. bégan to be mnoised
dbout. Mrs. Captain was to marry the doctor ; Mrs,
Captain was to become a nunj Mrs. Captain—hut
Mrs. Captain hersell vouchsafed no information, and
callers who relied on old acquaintanee -to obtain in-.
formation were doomed to ring ‘and - ring - -without
having the door opened. IZven- the minister was not
afdmitted, which made him aware of the fact that the
faith of his parishioner was in danger, and caused
~him to. pray for her, with his congregation,” in no
uncertain terms.
© It -was .true that Mrs. Captain was meditating o
change of- religion. Bravely she studied the little
catechism which the vriest had given her, day after
“day, week aflier week, and thei omne.night when grace
had prevailed . she sal’ at tlhe little table, which had
come to ‘her {rom past generations, and penned two
-letiers, one “to thé doctor, .begging him to be pod-
_father to an old woman, the ofher to the minister,
sending in her resignation as a member of his Church.
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