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By *Volt'

A Valuable Find,

What promises to be a valuable discovery in mona-
zite; containing thorium, has been made at ~Kan-
gargo Island, South Australia. Thorium is valued at
£1700 fer ton. The precise percentage of ihoriumw is
at present not definitely known, but experts say itis
high. Ong expert states that the crystals found are
the largest in the world. The interest of the dis-
covery lies in the fact that thorium is used for the
manufactura of ineandescenl gas mantles, the increase
in “the use of which has been a factor in sendingup
the price of thoriom enormously of late years.

Road-Making Extraopdinary, - -

Some éxperiments are at present being conducted in .

road-making which should interest all concerned with
the laying-out of new roads. The roadway selected for
treatment is ploughed as deeply as possible. Furrows
are then dug across the road from diteh to diteh,
four feet apart.
thus formed, and. ploughed clay .is laid thereon in.lay-
ers, care being tanen to provide flues in order that
the wood which is to Dbe set afire will readily burn
and bhake the clay. When the firing is completed -the
treated clay is rolled and compacted te eight inches in
thickness. The clay has been changed by the burning
into clinkers, which compact into a solid- roadbed,
which will mot form mud. The cost is low, and while
the wearing qualitics of the road have not heen ascer-
tained, it is believed that it will wear as well as
other made roads. Where wood is dear it is thoughi
petroleum might be substituted.
New Epoch in Wireless Telegraphy.

A new epoch in~wireless telegraphy scems about to
open with the Poulsen sysltem, which was explained re-
cently 1o a distinguished audience of scientific men angd
others, under the presidency of Lord Armstrong, by
its inventor, who is a Dane. It replaces the present
sparkling oscillator by an apparatus for producing con—
tinuous electric waves. This ellects” a great ecomomy
of energy, and-has a further result of ithe highest jm-
portance to tihe transmission of clear, distinct, and in-
telligible messages. An  illustration is given from
sound waves, A7 pistol-shot near a piano would set all
the strings in vibration; but a tuning-fork would
make only that string of tfic piano give a sound
which had a corresponding rale of vibration with a
tuning-fork. So far telegraphists have had, as it were,’
to pick out a message from tLhe strings all vibrating
together ; and interiercnce belween different
communication has been difficult to avoid. As the ke-
sult of successful experiments the Poulsen system will
soon he operabing commercially ; and it is likely 1o
afiect the possibilitics of wireless telephonic communi-
cation. o

When Forks Succeeded Fingers.

Tableforks are a comparatively modern invention.
They have been in gemeral use only during the last
few hundred years. ‘They were first wsed by -the

ltalians as early as the twelfth century’ but it was-

not until the’ end of the fifteenth that they came into
general use. . ) -
In other countries at 1ihat time the use of table-
forks was considered a contemptuous. vice, and in 1450
Marins praised the King of Hungary for eating ™ with
his fingers without soiling his -clothes. In the six-
teenth century forks were not used in Sweden, and at
the end of the samwe’ century they were novelties at
ihe French court, where 71he French beauties soiled
théir dainty fingers in conveying their food to _their
‘mouths. . : . -
Strange %o say, England was one of the
among the larger nations to adopt the, use of table—
forks, ‘and Ben Jonsom, in his play, - The Devil is an
Ass,’ says: ‘The laudable use of forks is heing
brought into cuslom here as in Italy, to the spafing
of napkins.’ - . - o
It was not until Shakespeare had heen in his grave

for twenty vears that forks came into general use i
Ingland. . . .

After an extended tour of twelve months, embrac- -

ing several continental countries of - Europe as well -.as
England and Ireland, the Hon. John Meagher, M.L,C.
artived in Sydney on Fehruary 8; . i
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 Intercolonial

A C-arriegieg. Publie lerarsr ‘has béen opened at
Hobart.” ‘It cost . £7500. . L,

Two diggers at Poseidon. tush are making £450.a
week. Up to datle, the local gold huyers. have - pur-
chased over ‘50000z of gold, : N

The Mayor and Councillors lof CUollingwdod, - - non-
Catholic ministers and ' leading-_ciligens, visited . the
Magdalen Asylum, Abbofsford, -recently ai the inwita-
tion of the Rey. Mother Provimcial. Tlhe result - °of
their inspection is to give 1hé lie- direct to Mr. Tre-
gear's slanderous charges. . The visitors, one and .all,
were lowd in their praises of -the -institution, An-en-
tertainment was given -by the inmates, and an address
was presented 1o the Mayor and Councillors.-

- Never in the history of*the Perth Christian Bro-
ihers’ College (says the - W A, -Reeord ’) . has if had
such a year of successes as duping ~the 'year 1806,
Of the- two University . Exhibitions the college secured
one,” and of the five Senior Exhibitions  the college
hoys secured two. The suceess of the sehool ~was
still more marked in' the *results for the Junior Exhi-
bitions, of which eight are annually given, the collegp
securing no- less than -half of them.. - ; [

In the Hamilton disirict a fdivining rod ' expert
is enpaged in pulting - down bores for landholders on
the principle 5f ‘no water no pay. During the last
twelve weeks (wriles the ° Leader ’) he has discover-
ed underground flows and ecrecied windmilis on -eleven
bores on the properties of distriet -landowners: The
deepest ‘bore was 114 féet. In one place an unsue-
cessiul atlempt  had previous,y., hieen made to find
water by boring, and the expert, Mr. M'Lennan, went
to one of the highest rises about ihe place near by,
and struck a good flow at 22 feet. " Fe states that
his process never {ails, and that be.has used it suc-
cessfully in Western Auslralia as well as in Victoria.,

A review ‘of ihe work of Sydney hospitals in
‘S.M. Herald'® shows that Si. Vincent!s, compared
very favorably in every respect with the State-alded
ingtituiions. 1In noling the large Govermment subsi-
dies to Prince - Alired and other hospilals, ihe ‘Herald’
in a -half-aghamed way remarks:—* In fact, St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital was the only one ¢f the five institu-
tions that did not receive Government aid. It was,
as usual, entirely mgintained by private substriptions
and patients’ fees, and _the expenditure in- this hospital
was considerably reduced by ihe fact that the “Sisters
of Charity, who do most'ef ihe -nursing, carry on
thelir work wilhout Iec or. monetary .. rewand, and
purely ‘as ‘a labor of love. T

Arrangements- for the shipment of “this season's
Tasmanian applés to England and Germany have been
completed. Altogether 21 sleamers will -load at Ho-
bart, and the total shipment will exceed half a mil-
lion cases, almqst double the guantity of last year,
when the crop was short. -A new departure will be
the shipment of 20,000 cases lo Antwerp and Hamwburg
by the German-Ausbralian line. of steamers. The freight

wilk  bg 35 03d per ‘"case 1o Germany, a
saving of. from 84 to 10d ‘pet case on lhe
cost of ° shipment I[rom: -*London. “The all-

round cost of shipment will be equal to a reduction
of 2d per case on last year, The first--shipment was
despaiched by the ‘ Oromtes ' on February 12. Steal-
call' regularly tihereafier for fruit Lill April
217, T Lo
The Rev. Dr. Rentoul (says the Melbourne corres-
t 'reeman’s Journal’) has  returned
from his holidays abroad. In an inlerview "he said:
‘ Perhaps the first thing lo strike one on -returning io
Fngland #fier a -number -of years' absence in relation
10 the English public and political life is” the immense
personal popularily of the present, King. -It is *hnot
.easy to «define the various reasons- for this . great
popularity and ilhe confidence reposed in-him. -It exists

_in every section of 1he United Kingdom, and-in Treland

also, Jf -Trishmen are dissatlisfied with the method of
England’s rule in Ireland, the feeling - certainly is™mot
at - all against King Idward personally-- The striking
thing is that all 1he Roman Catholic Irishmen be-
lieve that he himself is disposed to grant &_friendly
hearing towards thé national aspirations of the Irish
peaple. Ark another thing which strikes one.aboul
the public and social life in Englaml, .and also in a de-
gree of Scotland, -is  the change of. mood produced by
the wonderful dispersion . of. wealth,® bringing  with it a
more luxurious mode of  living, R H
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