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pay our pro rata.of the schopl faxes. Among the
members -of the legal iprofession there certainly, will
be found some one- whe will champlon our rights.
Why did you single out for attack this Jittle child of .
seven years? Is it because she is defenceless * I
not that cowawlly ? 'The childrén of Mupieipal Council-
lors- have aiso made the Sign of - the Cross in'school,
but- you have ngver threatemed them.’ . o T

Imagine it. TForbidden to make the Sign-of the
Cross, ‘and—ihe coins stamped with * Liberty, Equality,.
Fraternity ° ! The piclure ol France in these * awful
days iz one to 'sickén the heart. The Christian'world
can only look on with gfiei and. amazement, and cry
with the Psalmist of old: ‘' How long, O Lord, how

long.’ . o

THE PROVINCIAL ECCLESIASTICAL SEMINARY -
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THE NEW ADDITIONS

———)

On May 3, 1900, nearly seven years ago, the Provineial *
Lcclesiastical Seminary of Holy Cross, College, Mos-
giel, was solemnly hlessed apd opened. 'The estab-
lishment of the new seminary -was the outcome of the
devision arrived at by llhe (irst Provincial Council held
at Wellington during the previcus year. The College
opened with six students ; now tihere are about thirty.
bince the opening many improvements and additicons
have been made to the college. ‘lhese include a very
hapdsome chapel, 4 large and spacious refectory, Ser- -
vants’ quarters, a suite of bathrooms, a large, - lafty,:
and well-furnished gynmmasium, a students' library and
reading-raom, wvarious out-buildings, afd two well-ap-
pointed ball courts. A complete. installation of acety-
lene gas and a high-pressure water-supply are also in
full operatlion: ’ — ’

Some additions have also been made to ,ihe
landed property, s¢ that now -the college is sur--
rounded by over fourteén acres of as rich land

as any that can be found in New .Zealand.

On May 3, 1906, hiss Lordship Bishop. Verdon laid
the corner-sione of fumher additions 1o the college.
tUnderneath {he sitone was placed a paper with an in-
seription in Latin, of "which the Iollowing is" a transla-
tion :—*' This corner-stone was laid by "the Right Rev.
Michae! Verdon, Bishop of this Diocese of Dunedin,
on the third day of May, in_the vear 1996, Pius
X,, Supreme Pontill, happlly reigning.’ In the cavily
underneath the stone were also placed copies of ihe
current issues of the ‘ N.Z. Tablet’ and the ' Taieri
Advocate.’ . -

The additions, which are to be used as a Senior
House, are now completed, and the ceremonies in'con~
- nection with the blessing amd opening commengced on

Sunday at St. Joseph's Cathedral with the celobra-
tion of High Mass at 11 o'clock, at which his Lord-
ship Bishop Verdon presided, his Grace the*Archbishop
of Wellinglon being also present. The Rev. Father
O’'Reilly was celebrant, Rev. Father Buckley deacon,
Rev, Father McDonald (Sydney)  subdeacon, Rev, Father
Cofiey master of cereinonies, Very Rev., Dean Burke
and Rev. Father Ryan (Ueraldton) priests at ihe
throne. The music of the Mass was Gounod's * Messe
Solennelle.” DMz, . Feil - condueted, and Mr. Vallis presi-
ded at the organ. . :

. The Sermon.

The occasional sermon was preached by his Grace
ihe Archbishop of Wellington, who took for his  text
ihe words, ‘' Thou art a priest for ever accordimg to
the order of Melchisedech,’ from  the 108th, psaim.
These’ words, said his. Grace, were used by God . the
Father in addressing - His Incarnate Son and proclaim-
ing His eternal priesthood, and were appropriate to
the suhiect of the day’s ceramonies, for the glory of
the priesthood in the Cathplic’ Church is that it parti-
cipates 'in the priesthood of Jesus Christ.- In  order
10 understand ihe pglory of the priesthood of Jesus
-Christ we must remember thatj . He assumed that
same priesthogd for the redempfiion of the world by
sacrificing Himself, and atoning for -the sins of the
world. The office of the priesthood should be viewed
in respect to the natural and ‘real body of . Jesus
Christ, and also to the . mystic bhody, the faithful of
- the Church. What, then, is the priesthoed of Christ ?
" It is the office “He assumed by sactificing Himsell for

the redemption of ‘the world. What is meant by the
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participatdon in Christ's priesthood is that Christ, be-
ing one perpetual and universal. priest, the Catholic
priest shares in thal same priesthood. There are nob
two priesthoods, but_oune, as Lhere are not two sac-
Tilices, but one offered up eternally in heaven by
Christ” himself, and- perpetually on earth 'by the suc-
céssfon of  His -priests.! -1his -is ~the argument of the
Epistle to™ the Hebrews. The priesthood .of- the -Old
Law was but a shadow, the priesthood ol ihe New Law
& reality, Consider " ile priest at the altar _offering
thé great sacrifice of the Mass instituted by ' Christ.
He stands there in” the place "of - Christ. He- uses the
‘words -of Christ ;' holding the bread and wine in his
hands, he says over them, * This is my body, this is
my “blood,’ amd instan{ly- the real body of Christ is
constituted wuwpon the-alfar,. a real glorified - body
united with his] soul amd-divinity. These’ are’ words
of’ Omnipotence like to the words of God, * Let there
be light,” or those” words. of Mary, * Be it dome unto

me according to Thy word. L

The act  of °~ consecrating the  bhody. . of
Christ is the  gredtest -that. .~can -bhe . per-
formed by man. *No' act is greaier than ‘the

consecration of the Lody of Christ,” says - 5t. Thomas
of Aquin. His Grace then developesd "this "ddea with
considerable force. Lqually wonderful is. the power of
the priest over. the inystical body or -~ faithiul at
large. It is of divine faith thiat Christ ‘gave to His
Apostles at His resurreghion - ithe power to forgive
sins, when he breathed upon them and said to ithem,
* Receive ye the Holy (Ghost,” whose sins ye shall
forgive they are forgiven them, whose sins ye shall
retain they are retained.” A person pgoes to -the iri-
bunal™ of . penance, his conscience stained with every
possible crime, every form of sin <in“the world;  he
makes his sins known to” one who has the power 1o
absolve him, and the -penilent, having :the due disposi-
tion, .resolves %o avoid  sin in -the fulurey to . make
restitution, and is sorry for hawing offengeg God—in a
word, Is truly penitent, he léavés.the . tribumal of pen--
ance, absolved by the priest in the name of Christ,
with & ‘soul” bright before God. His (Grace showed -
also how the priest administers the other. sacraments
to the faithful, and besides teaches. themy, rgvives their
Iaith, and confers upon them- a supelabfhdance of
grace, Having thus enumeraled some of the powers
and duties of the priest, his Grace went.;on .to say
how necessary and beneficial it was that._there should
be a -supply of the priesthoods . @5 T

o

. "@r the fullowing day (Moné‘a:ﬁ‘ﬂ:"‘ffé was to
bless andd  open the new buildingss at the
Provincial Ecclesiastical Seminary, --a. college

which had been established as a result of a decision

_come io at ibe. First Provincial Council held in Wel-

. showed that they had a

lington, for the purpose of supplying New  Zealand
with- priests. It was necessary -for coming genera-
tions that there should be a good supply of .priests.
He trusted that there would be no lack of aspirants
for the-. priesthood in New Zealand, apd exhorted par-
ents not to put any obstacle in the “way of their
sons who showed a- vocation for the priesthood: So

far they had been [airly successful. Their -noble pre-
late (Hight Rev. Dr. Vendon), who founded the col-
lege, had devoted his wiole  lile-time {o the great
work of preparing aspirants for ihe priesthood. He
had been president of Clonlifie Coliege (Dublin), and
also of Manly College (Sydney), and was now head
,of the Erclesiastical Seminary in New  Zealand, to

which ‘he had " devoted his ‘talénts, money, time, and
health. - It has now been esbablished, for nearly seven
years, amd -its success is a. good omen for the future.
The students go thfough a solid and excellent course
of studies; they are’ iraimed to” be good men, -to cul-
iivate an interior spiritual life; and are saie-guarded
from the various errors of the world.All of the dio-
ceses of the Province - of New -Zealand are looking
with  interest on that institution; their hopes for the
future are there. -His' Grace then exhorted the [aith-

ful in gemeral to have the greatest -respect, for
their priests, = and 1o ‘give ‘them childlike obedi-
ence. . His Grace trusted that _parents.. -would

encourage .in every way ihose of  their sems who
vocation for the  priest-

hood. Amonyg ihe good Catholics of Ireland it was

‘the greatest consolation and joy -to the father and

- mother~ to. give their son lo be - a_ minister at God's

“to parents than to have
for the priesthood. -

altar; and :the same ought to bhe the ecase in 1his
country, for no greater hlessing could be youchsafed
their- son _show a vocation

in comclusion his Grace hoped that the day’s
celehration and also that of -the following . day would
excite in the Hhearts of the Catholics of New Zea-
land a daeper‘_intea:est in the seminary, and t{hat_they

WHENEVER you see & Smiling Womsn, think of ‘Hondai-
Lanka-Tea! It alwnays gives pleasure,

« FYONDEE Lannka” is zes po-much used tes of z¢e family,
. X1 Madam; she pralse it—#o eot in “tres bori " | -



