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taken, also the number of persons usually attending
strvices, and the nunsber . for whom thert was _accom-
medalion. The figures are given according to the re-
turns furnished to thc Regtstrar—Gencrai
tion is pgiven as to""the method adopted in compiling
the returns, -and . the attendance. at. service .apd other
details have provably been. made up in difierent ways
by the several demomimations, thus seriously affecting

No informg- -

iheir valug a8 a, means of comparison. . The  figures
as given in ihe * Ga.zetto are as follow =
: - ,No, of Perzons.
Ghurehes- For whom Attend-
. and Accom- ing
Denominations. Chapels. meodation, Service,
Churoh of England we. bl6 - 85,185 49,946
Presbyteriar . o . 387 80,658 ) 52 163
Roman Catholic ... 290 65,665 41.512
Catholic Apestolic . e B 520 235
Methodiate— N T -
Churob of Australasia ... - 322 50,23¢ 34,623
Priitive 62 11,906 6,490
Free we 472, 570 315
Other Denommatmns-—- - .
Baptist w46 0 12706 .. T034
Gongregshonnl 22 6,691 . 4065
Christian Brethren ar 59 - 8,250 3,066
" Plymouth Brethren ... 19 2,690 1,248
Church of Christ ... - 32" 1,510 3661
Lutheran 14 T 1,690 743
Saciety of Friends we -1 60 15
Christadelphian - 2 " 735 120
Saventh Day Adventists... 1 1,860 447
Gospel Mission.. 1 500 | -100
Churoh-of Our Father -.. - 350 140
Upitarian 1 240 180 -
Salvation Army v 73 20,095 10 213
Hebrew P e _ 5] 1,240 . B30
Spiritualists ... Cin — 820 510
Theosophists ... e —_— 100 48
Confucian 1 50 . BO
Ko denomination 1 6,788 2,869
Totals ... . 1,872 875,908 £20,263
The list shows that already in New Zealand we

have a fairly varied assortment of the *fancy reli-
gions,” and ihe number is steadily increasing, As the
only means of forming a comparison in the matter of
church attendance we have calculated, in ithe case of
the five leading denominations, the percentage ~ of the
total membe-ship of each denominalion who are re-
turned as attending service and the resulh pans out as

follows : Methodists, 38 per cent. attend service, Ro-
mnan Catholics, 82.9 per cent.; Presbyterians, 25.6 per
cent. ; “Baptists, 22.3 per cent.; Church of Epgland,

13.6 per cent. Thus loman Catholics are second on the
list, the Church of England lasi, and the pushiul Me-
thodist a good first. As we have said, the figures can-
not be accepted without qualification owing to the
widely different methods adopted in esbxmatmg the ave-
rage numbers aliending service,

‘Always a Roman Catholic when Locked up’ —

The ¢ Tablet *  has. again and again . pointed out Lhe
absolute u11mhaxl:ﬂl1ty-—for purposes of  comparison—of
even ‘olficial ™ statisties relating to the religions of
criminal offenders owing, to'the way in = which
‘ Caibolic * totals are swelled-by the false
tions off non-Catholic: eriminals,
in trouble the first thmg he thinks of 'is the priest,
and as he is sure to be in need of either spiritual
or temporal help there is little likelibood of his de-
nying his faith. It is olherwise -with other religious
denominations, and by a system of {alse .declarations at
ihe Police Oflice the Catholic body is contmually‘be—
ing saddled with the crimes and misdemeanors of the
black sheep in olher folds. - A siriking apd instrucfive
tase In point -¢ropped- up the other day in the Syd-
ney Central Poliee Courtiand 1§ recorded -in full- in
ihe Sydpey ¢ Lathoflc Press."~ A charge. was. brought
" against one Edward Nathan, a ¥young. Jew, of seiling
liguor,
ing Temarkable -evidence was given by ihe accused.

Wp quote from the ‘Press‘ the da:ly pmpera, report
of the matter — *°

ithe
declara-

When a Caldlolic is -

-

and during the course .of the case the follow.

“wrote a strong

What rellglon are you 1—A Jew.

Then' - why did you put yourself ~ down ‘on the
charge-sheet as a Roman Catholic 7—When [ was lock-
ed up I gave my religion as Roman Catholic.

. But why 71 "always am a Roman Catholic . when
get  locked up.

Why 7—1 please myself sbout whdt I am. .

- Why not give some of the othets a chance—Meth-
odist. or Presbytlerian, for instance 7—1 dont ‘believe
in change. L.

Do you believe in
courso. 'l do.

Do you believe in religion at.all ’—Oh .

.Then “why did you state you were a Roman Cath-
ohc 7—I didn’t want to bring disgrace upon my fnends
I didn't want them to know:

Nathan was ‘being ‘quesiioned as to the correctness
of a long list of convictions, ami after fencing for
awhile, admitted il ‘was true. According to Nathan,
eleven Catholic conviclions ought- -lo be debited to the
Hebrew persuasmn

the  sanctity of an oa.t:h —0f

-

¥

. Our cont;empotary justly remarks that if ot;her re-
ligious denominations unload .their-- mri-sndmngs on"us in
even half the. same “proporiion—and  there is room for”
the suspicion that {.Imy do-it is very easily under-
stood why nominal Cathofics bulk so la.rge on the. .
charge-sheet ; and it explains also, we may. add, how
it is thdat the bigots, when bealen ‘on every other
point, ‘are still always able to fall. back on this
false and malicious. charge that the laugest amount of

criminality in all -denominations is Iounad among  the
Catholic citizens. o ~ )
S— <
Slde Lnghts on the Sltuation in: France : A Mother’ s
Protest

Siraws otten serve to show in what dneohon the
‘stream is flowing, and a couple of apparently trifiing -
incidents, recorded in our Iome exchanges “just to hamd,
will bring out more vividly than whole pages of ela.b-
orate disquisition ihe state of pure and unadulteratedn
atheism towards whicn unhappy France is being driven
by her brutal Governmnent.- The first is the issue, on -
Januvary 5, of an innocent-locking Government decree,
ordering thal the 20-framc goki pieces of France shall
henceforth bear the words ° Liberty, Equality, Frater-
nity.' The decree would seem to be without any spe~
cial significance until il is remembered that the words
are not, to go on a blank space on the coin but are

" meant t.o take- tlie place hitherto occupied by the "an-

cient and honorable supmscnptxon, ¢ Dieu protege
France '—God protect France.

ia
The heroes of the ‘Bloc’

~ have evidently . decided that the whole universe can be

run without any protection but their own. Their ac-
tion in this matter is a very. petty piece of [fanati-
-efstn bub it is emiinently significant,

1 . ) ’ -

The other incident is the case of the treatment
meted out fo a little girl, seven yéars -old, affending
one of the primary schools at Pomtarherr The Govern-
" ment Inspector had exciuﬁed the hptle“glrl {rom school
for two’ days hecause she had made the Sign. of the
Uross when ™ the school excrcises began, and hé -threat-
cned to expel her altogether it she”persisted in the
_ practice. Thereupon the indipnant mother of the child
letter of - protest vto the functionary.
The letter is pubhshcd in ' the ™ Eclair - Comtois,” and
“the New York ‘ Freeman ' furnishes the following trans-
lation : :—¢ Qur little Jane, aged seven Yyears, was sus-

- pended from sehool "for two.days.because 45 the com-

mencement of the sehool exercises she whade tihe ngn
of the Cross. Subsequently you sent me a - letter in
" which you _threaten to -exclude her altogether if she
persists in- making the Slgrn of- the -Uross. -You
" quote artxcle 19 of the_school  laws in defence of this
.-proceeding. Last Sunday the ‘* Eclair Comtois * proved
clearly that - this-article does not justify your actien.
This must be- so since you have made no-atbempt to
refute this statement. Now I serve notice on you
that little Jane will continne making thé Sign of the
Cross in school. 3f- you expel hes we . will refuse fo-

ERIT is behind sucoess.” That's why * Hondai-Lanks
is 50 much used.- It’s tea with guality and ﬂlvor.

" [“ DEED AYE! Twa upnnatna o' Cock o' the North' gang

as fanr as three o* maint ither tens !



