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CEYLON—-—Ed ucatlon without Religion _

: "Sir Henry Blake Governor of Ceylon, -was, present
at the distribution of - prizes in  S5t, Joseph's _ College,
Colambo, prior 1o the Christmas holidays, and deli-
vered an address in which he spoke enthusiaslically-

of the good work done Ly that inslitution. With the
object of the foundation of tihe College, as’ explained -
by Father' Lytlon in {he annuwal repori, he was, he
said, entirely in sympathy ; for while, under a ‘com-

pulsory ‘system of education fn a populatmn composed
of varipus races, and creeds, the difficulties of giving
religious education in {he Government  schools werg,
almost insurmountable,
cation from which the religious element was absent
was only hall- an  cducation, and it left the studemt
groping without guidance for a safe path amilst temp-
{ations,

ENGLAND—The Irish Party Thanked

In the course of -a letter to Mr. John Redmond,
M.P., the Archhishop of Westminster says:
your long struggle for educational equality is momen-
tarily at an end, it is due to you that I  should
again thank you for the efforls that you amd your
Lolleagues have made %0 rescue opur (,a.t;hohc schools

in England and Wales from tihe jeopandy in which the'

pmposa.ls of the Govermment had placed them., Know-
ing, as I do, the -negotiations which have taken place,
I am satisfied that you have dopne your best to deal
with a very delicate "and ecritical mtua’(lon .

A Venerable Religious -

The London correspondent of the ' Yorkshire Post’
says that a communidy of nuns _from Arras, in
France, has arrived at e Benediciine Convent on Cor—
belly H.ll] overlooking the estuary . of ~the Nith, --kn
I\ul\cudbrrghtshue The Prioress, who
took the long journey
of eighty vyears of age.

Progress of the Church ’ -

In the * Catholic Diwrectory ', for 1907, figures are
supplied -which prove ihat the Chureh in Great Brifjain
during the past year has steadily advanced. In neal-
Iy every diocese the nwanber of churches, chapels, and
stations was either maintabined unndlmlmsh&d or showed
a slight increase, but in Southwark the figures went
up from 180 to 232. The .tolal. number.of churches
and ohapels at preseni in Emgland and Wales is 1703,
as compared willl 1640 ~a year ago. The numper ot
priests has grown from 3414 fo 3484 the increase
being largest in . Southwark, where <tf1e firures have
risen from 463 to 494, In Scotland the number of
priests has increased f[rom 525. 1o 540, apd the chur-

from Auas is a venerable lady

ches, chapels, and slations remain ag before viz., 873 ;
but in some of the dioceses -there has heen «a small
decrease. Of the 4624 priests in Great Britain, 2636

belong to the diocesan clergy and 1388 are Reg'ula.rs
many of them being French exiles. The esiimated
Catholic populaiion of the United Kinpdom is from five
millions and a hall 1o five  and three-guarters, -Including
British America (with a CathoMc populalion of ahout
2,650,000), Africa, Auslralia, India, and all other posses-
sions, ihe total Catholic population of the British Em-
pire is set down as , probably about ten millions and a
half.

FRANCE—AIIeged lnfringement of the Law

Fourteen priests were charged Defore “the Rheims
- magistrates with infringement of the law-of 1831. They
declared this law -could not be applied. to them, as
Mass was not a public
of public meeting was made in theatres or music halls.

Treatment of the Bishops and Clergy : -

After the treatment to which the French
menl has subjected the a.[;ed Cardinal-Archbishop of
Paris, we (‘ Catholic Times '} ecannot be surprised that
they, have been -heaping indignities on other members of
the French. Hierarchy. They ~have brought. the Bishop
of Nancy .hefore a' Correctional Clourt on ihe charge
‘of having assaulted on officer ol the gendarmery, and
he -has been fined fifty frames. What took place on
‘the occasmn was described by ‘the Bishop in-a letter
to the *‘ Osservatore Romaro ™ He had heen expelled
from his residence and was accompanied by g large
body of sympathisers. DMany were cheering lustily for
the popular. prelate, and amongst them a woman of
the working class. As the Bishop passed along he
saw the officer rush at the woman and ill-treat her.-
His sympat,hy naturally went out to the victim of il-

the {act remained thatan edu-’

¢ Now that

bravely under-

-meeting, and as no declaration

“Govern-

usage, anid. going up fo the olhcm he took hold. oi him
aml begged of him . to desist.  'That was the assault
forr which a fine h.ars been mm,posed *The order has
gone forth from the Government thaf the law is to be
enforced with vigor against ecclesiaslics, and policemnen
who hope. fol promol-lon know how thc O:del may be
" interpreted to their - advaniage. .

ROME—The ‘Pope and the Cardinals

All the Cardinals in .the Etetpnal City on December

24 (writes- a Home corregpondent): visited - the -Popey
and - presented " their Christmas wishes. The Pontifl cn-
\lored "into conversation with each Cardinal, so that
what .was merely formal in ihe be;,mnmg, ended by be-

i}g a familiar.- meeting. The Pope, -replying to the
Cardinals’ congratulations, sail he avished he and-all
the Sacred College could be in ¥ranee 1o share the.

persecution of the elergy. lle. was consoled, however,
by the solidarity. of the French episcopale. He ups—

ted the Church would ultimately triumph,
Deaths of Two Cardinals-

. .Our Home - ex¢hanges report the dcaths of - Cardinal
Luigi Tripepi and Cacdinal Cavagnis. Bolh were made
Cardinals’ at the same (ilme—April 15, - 1901—by. Pope
Leo XIIL, and both passed away in Rome on De-
cember 28 Boih, “too, had literary tastes. --Oardinal
Tripepi, whose age was- seventy, was for a time ¢ne of
the writers in the * Osservaltore Romano ’ and alse a
direclor’ of the paper. He brought literary and secien-
tifie people to visit” Popes Pius IX, and Leo XIIL., hy
whom he was much. esteemed. He was Prefect of the”
Sacred Congregation of Relics and Indulgences, amd -the
. author of a  number of works on the Papacy. Car-
dinal Cavagnis held the office of Séer&tary’ o the
Sacred Comgregation of * Extraordinary - Ecclesiastical
Affairs, was a man of learming, and puhllshcd works
oh 1heology. His age was sixty-five,

. The Disbanded Pontifical Army C s

"The *Holy Father on December 37 roceived 1he bur~
vivors .of 1he disbanded Pontifical army, numbering
517, who, led by- Colonel Blumensihii,” tendered_  their
Christmas grectings, His HolinessS tha,nl\qd ihem most
warmly. A recoplion ‘ol the survivors was held subse-
quently by Tardinal Merry del Val, who bade . them
not to despair of Vietory in I‘mucc, trusting’ to the
loyalty "of Fremneh Catholics and Divine iercy. :

St.- Bede’s College =~ - R

Rarely. (wrltes a Rome ;ccylcspondent) does tihe
Garrick “Theatre -"give an ectlesiastical ~ studemt to
Rome. This has now occurred, in the case of MMr.
George Tlolloppe— who has 101nr'd 51, Bede's aiter
nine years on the slage. He las heen = Calhiolic
for two. His age is twenfy-six. As a memher of
Mr. Tree’s compdany Mr. .Trolloppe tock: lzading parts.
Mr. Williamson, an architecl and.convert, has also en-
tered the college., e is studying for the diocese of
Southwark, Two other new arrivals are Mr. Murphy,
a- lay Catholie, and Mr, Roberis, a lay convert. In all
theré has been an increase of five in” the college =~ so
far during the present scholastic year. The fifth s
Father Barrell, a priest of the diocese of Liverpool.
In one of two recenl audiences Monsignor-Prior, ,ihe
Vice-Reclor of the Beda, presenieg new students of “the
college to the Holy Fa.ther who blossud them and ac-
corded their requesls for Tavors.

Cardinal Gotti-

"Cardinal Gotti, Prefect of Propaganda, whe. recently
celebrated the go]den jubilee = of his priesthood, is -a
nalive of Gewoa, where le was born on. M%.rch 29,
1834, At the age of sixteen he -entercd ihe Order
of -.the Ca.rmehtes and in 1869 he was called by the
General’ 1o assist him at ihe Ecumenical Council. In
1581 he himself became the General of the Order. Lo
- XIII. sent” him as Nuncio-to -Braxil, and in Novem-
ber, 1885, raised him to the Cardinalate. On  the
death of Caldma.l Ledochowsli the Pope appointed him
to” the  onerous position of Prefect of Propaganda. At
the Conclave Cardinal Gotli received a “good number of

. votes for "election to the Fontificate.

SOQUTH AFR[CA——Death of a Marist Brother.

The * Catholic Magazine ' for South Afuha, reports
ibe sudden dealh of Brother Auesius, 8.M., at TUiten-
. hapd, agéd 32, His death ds-a great loss to 1ile
Marist cmnmumty there. He was a German by birth,
and joined the Order in Cape Town five years ag-o .

SPAIN--Practical Sympathy

Subscriptions are belng collected “for the French
clergy in several Caiholic ' couniiies on the Continent.
The Bishop of Badajos has written to Cardinal Rich-
ard offering hospitality fo French priests who are oM,
_ill, or without resources. N
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