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Republic ofiered no compensation whatever to  the
Church, but allowed bhe ecclesiastical fabrics to be
leased to associations cultuelles who were to bexespon-
sible for public worship, and whose orthodoxy was to
be, vouched mnot by the vishop of ike diocese but by a
council of  state nominated by the Jacobin governmeiit
of France. it ill becomes Anglicans, who recall the
Welsh Disestablishment Debate and remember the indig-
nation aroused even among -l.dbetal Chuvrchimen at. M.
Asquith’s proposal to place the Welsh cathedrals under
the control of commissioners, whilé safeguarding’ their
exclusive use for Church services, to blame the IPope
for . his refusal to acquiesce in a far more cruel injus-
tice to French Catholics. 'As, howeéver, it is repeatediy
siated in the - press thabt but for the Pope Ythe French
episcopate would have accepted ilhe dishonorable”
posal, let the British public know that.ihey were abso-
lutely unanimous in rejecting it. The only basis in fact’
for the absurd slatement to the centrary is {hat -cer-
{ain bishops did cousider Whether if was possible 1o

form assoclations under the Separation Law on a canon- -

ical basis and thal they gave up the attempt -as hope-
less, This weelk also the absurd, fiction” has been revived

that the Pope has in Germany. accepted the principle

of associations cultuetles. - 1his argument has keen in-
vented almost entirely for English consumption. In
France they know belter than to use it.
ihat German Church councils are perfeclly danonical,
for, like Engish chulchwardens, they are merely ad-
ministrators of Church properiy, not organisers or con-
iroliers of Church worship. ..

But why, say our Erastian journalists, did the Pope’

and the bishops refuse to [ail in with M. Briand's kind
ofier and not legalise Church worship under the .law
of public meetings ? The answer is that to havedone
s0 would hawe compromised the wlole position of ‘the
Pope and the Church, and at Llhe best have. saved
the churches from desecratidn only for a year. It may
further be added +{hat M. Briand's proposal that _a
single nolice should hold good for a year was in - it-
sell a counsel of lawlessness, and that the Pope thas

left it to ihe Jacobin Ministry to wviclate alike..the -

Statute Law and the Rights of Man., Ttisa relief
to turn irom these hypoeritical sophistries to contem-
Mate

The Stand of French Cat-holics.

Their attitude is historically remarkable, for mever be-
fore dn 1he struggle hetween the State and the Vatican
in France has French Catholiolsm so unanimously ran-
ged itseli on the side of the Papacy. When Louis
XIV. raised the standard of Gallicanism against Inno-
cent XI. he could count_on the aid of Bossuet and the
flower of the French episcopate. Iven Pius VI.'s con-
demnation of the oivil constitulion, did not prevent
four bishops and a large seclion of ihe French clergy
from giving their adhevence to' “lhe religious estab-

lishment inaugurated by ‘the National Assembly, 1In -
ihe stern contest between -Pius VII. and Napoleon . a |

“clergy were Imperialists.

large section of the French
Why, if there:is a grain of truth in the allemations of
the English supporters of the regime of !
is no such aid forthcoming to M.
merry ‘men to-day ? ‘True, the French-Clhiirch may be
more Papal” in senbiment to-day than it was of yore;
but certain recent controverSies, for instance those on
Anglican orders and Biblical crificism, have revealed the
important fact that a considerable section of the French
T-L‘le_stlwod is not in  sympathy with extreme Ultramon-.
anism.
olic Church of France and the united resolutibn of its
members to suffer undeserved loss and shameful . per-
secution the more dmpressive. Only an issue of the
first ‘moment eould have united so great a hody, ham-
pered as it is by FErastian traditions, in so mapnifi-
cent a protest. i .
French religion, For the time the clouds are black and
ihere seems little hope of ‘& popular reaction against
Jacobinism in the land of St. Louis. From the great

er part of Christendom, to its shame be it said, there

comes but scapt ‘sympatly with the persecuted Church,
History, Iha,pp‘lly’,‘ may he trusted—to set the wromg right,
and to do a generous if tardy justice to tihe brave

men who are fighting the battle af religious liberty for -

the world and are reserving for

. X France the-faith of
Christ. . LT AT

—_ r
.~ ' ' The publication of an advertisement in a- Catholic
paper shows that the advertiser not only  desires the
patronage of Catholics, but pays them the compliment
of seeking it through .-the medium of iheir own religious
journal’ So'says, an esteemed and wide-anwake American
6 Contemporary. A word lo the wise is sufficient.... .

pro-.

The fact is. -

persecution, .
Clemenceau and his ,

Such facts render the solid unity in the Cath- .

In its courage lies the best hope for’
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- ‘ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON -

(From our own correspondent. ) :
; February 9,

. The annual relreat of t:he_ clergy of the archdiocese
‘closed on Friday. : . HE

The' Rev. Father Quinn, S.M., 'who was ordained .a-
few montlhs ago, is o proceed 1o Mastings, e

The Rev. Father Fay, of Blenheim, is to -accompany
-his brother-on a twelve months’ lrip to _Kurope.

The Rev. Fathed Lynch, C.88.R., is leaving New
Zealand, hruch-to ouyr regréw.  He is to be atlached to
~the Redemplorist House at Warrgfah,- ... .

- Quite 23 number of our “lolk are: ‘preparing to visit
the - Old World., Among them are Mr. Marlin Kennedy
and family, MFs. Sullivan and faily; aml, Mg, ° Owen °
McArdle and.- family. U .
.. ~Hi$ Grace the  ArchbBishop left this morning for
. Gilpki; where he is to bless amd unveil to-morrow a
statue of St. Peter. | AN wnusuvally large ‘number of
"Maoris  will assemble for the occasion, among them he-
ing ‘visitors from several parts of the Colony. . .
" In addivion to the laurels woi by the pupils of =~ St.”
Patrick’s College in the field of matriculation and Civil
Sedvice examinations, a further honor has been Ao-nfeg-
red on- Thomas Boyce, who secured a credit’ pass in the
University Junior Scholarship examination. Heis 1o
get a Senior Queen’s Scholarship, which provides for a
ihwree years' course al a University College. The boys
who came from St. Pairiek’s 1o, Vietoria College last
year did well, and those that are to follow bid fair to
do even bhetter. ,

The parish of Soplh Wellington has grown so rapkily
as to need the services of another priest. The parishio-
. ners there will be delighted to learn®that they arve ilo
have the ministralions of "the Rev, Father Herbert,
S.M., Father Herbert was formerly stationed at St
Mary of the Angels’, Boulecott. street, where he identi-
fied himself very closely with 1he Catholic Young.Men's
Literary Society. For some time latterly he was loca-
. ted al Greymouth, whence, owing 1o ill health, he re-
turned to Sydney for a time. Rev, Father Herbert will
receive a special welcome from the -young men of the
parish, whose numbers now certainly warrant ihe estab-
lishment of a Catholic club—a work .in -which the

parish priest, Rev. Father Ainsworth, is keenly inter-
ested. :
i Wanganui -

2 R e

(From our own correspondent.). -

oL o Febrogry. 7.
. Mr. W, Foley, one of the niembers 6f the 8§,
Mary's Catholic  lub, was macried to Miss  Annie

Murphy, of Napier, at Si.  Mary's Church, by Very
Rev.» Dean Grogan, on . Fehruary 6. Mr. Foley was
presented with a handsome teapot-and cruet stand hy
his fellow-employees . at ihé ‘ Herald * office. The
happy couple left en route for Palmerston North on
their honeymoon. The members of the eclub ‘wish Mr,
and Mrs. Foley, all happiness and prosperity in their
future -career, o ;

-A meetifg of the parishioners was held on Sunday
evening after Vesgpers to consider the best way of cele-
brating St. Patrick's Day, ~“Very Rev, Dean Grogan pre-
. sided, It was decided that on the evening of Monday,
March 18, an entertainment be held, the first part to
consist of musical items, and the second of a comedy
1o he miven bz the members of the dramatic branch of
St. Mary’s Catholic Club. All present- formed them-
selves into a commiltee, wilh Rev, Father Mahony as
hon. -seeretary, lo . carry -oul the. necessary arrange-
ments.; It was also arramged that a picnic be given to”
the children on Thursday, March 21. - o

Last Sunday mo-ming .ithe body of the late Mr.
Charles Wixeey, -wha lost- his life by’ drowning the
previous Sunday, was:found. on the heach at «Castle-
clif by Constable .Snow. -The funeral of the deceased
took place-on Monday morning at 10 :o’clock, and was
attended by a .very large number. The procession was
headed by ihe Marvist. Brothers and the senior °school
boys, Then- came tihe members™of the’ 8t. Mary's
Catholic Club (numbering- about™120), led by Messrs.
McBrearty and - Markham.. ‘Among the other bhodies re-
. presented at the -funeral: were the Trinity Young Men's

Improvement Club, and Wanganui Orchestral Society.—
R.IP. . X ) “ .
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