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Current Topics

The Maori

Races may vamsh»by phy31ca! extinction or by assi-
milation. According to Dr. Pomare (Native Health
Officer) our splendid aboiiginal people are treading the
latier path to racial extinetion. ‘It is only a question .
of time’, said he in Wellmgton last week, ‘when the
wiole Maori race will disappear, as it becomes assimi-
lated with the pakeha. Take the South Island, nearly
all the Maoris there now are half-castes, Fully 75 per
cent. of the Maoris in the South Island have Kuropean
blood in tlhem, if not more. There is the same tale lo
tell in the North Island. The ofd stock is gradually
dying off, and ecven now' the majority of ihe young
representatives of the race have Furopean blood in
them. Within 80 years therec will not be a pure-hlooded
Maori in the whole of New Zealand. 1n ihe King Coun-
try 40 per cent. of ihe Natlives are hali-castes. -In
the Urewera Country you find less half-castes than else-
where, but there you also see the poorest class of Na-
tives, many of the old stock still prefcrung to live in
their primitive state.’

A ¢ Bluggy’ Tale -

We are accustomed 1o associate menlally pork and
beans, beer and skittles, chops and tomaio sauce. In
iike manner, long experiohce has led the public 1o asso-
ciate Orange leaflets with 1{ihe hysterical, the prepos-
terous, amd the ‘blugey’. No one out of Bedlam
would dream of going to such a source for sanity of
statement, honesty of quotation, or normal reasoning.
To suit the crude mental condilion of the lodges, the
leaflet must, above ali, be * bluggy ’. This sort of men-
lality finds an apt illustration in ¢ Helen's Babies '. “Tell
us about Bliafi (Goliath)’, said the story-loving Toddy.

te—

‘ No ', said Budge, * tell us about Joseph'. * No ', urged
Toddy, ‘I want Bliail. Bliafi’s head was all bluggy .
(bloody)—bluggy as everyfing’. *Well, Tod!, replied

the brother, ‘ Joseph’s coat was just as bluggy as
Bliaff's head was!' 1t was the ‘ blugginess ' of jh'e
stories, and not ikeir spiritual significance, that ap-
pealed to the undeveloped minds and animal instincts of
Helen’s Babies. And il is precisely the same" crude and .
uncultivated instinets that demand the © bluggy * leaf-
lets and other ‘literature’® that is from time to 1ime
circulated among the simpie-minded gobemouches who
constitute the bulk of the rank and file of the Orange .
lodges. .
- [

In the Auckland distiict the P.D.A. (one of the
‘aliases ’ of the Orangé fraternity) have- recently been
circulating & fuddlecap anti-Home Rule story (copied
from an Irish Orange paper) to -the following effect:
(1) That *‘the Ancient Order of Hibernisms of to-day
makes it ils proudest boast that it is the same organi-
sation amd identical in eve'y respect—exzcept.in name—
with the Rapparees, Irish Tories, Whiteboys, Defenders,
Whitefeet, Dlackfeet, Molly Maguires, and Ribbonmen,
whose iniquities still cry. to heaven for vengeance';
(2) that it is a secret sobiéty, * bound by terrible oalhs';
(8) that it is the revolutionary * glea,t. unknown power '
at the back of the Home Rule movement ; (4) that it
is -* steeped in disloyalty, rebellion, murder, and other
(sic) agrarian ciimes of the despest dye’; (5) that ‘in
Australia Cardinal Moran is ity Grand Chaplain’; and
(6) that it is actively preparing to levy war upon Great T
Britain ! ‘ Mutato nomine, de te [abula narratur'.
Omit the name of Cardinal Moran, and for the White-

" feet, ete.,substitute the Gak Boys and the Steel Boys,
the Wreckers and the Peep-n'-da.y Boys, and in the story’
given above you have the substance of’ the history of
the Orange organisation. 'The * bluggy ' "and prepos-
terous story about the A.0.H. was Spumn ostens'ihly 1o
_heep the moon '(the Btitish Ilmpire) from the wolves

7 (the ¢ r\ebelly Papithes 'j. People of normal information

_Rousseau were ° sincere preachers .of ‘1mqmty.~
" praclised what ‘they preached '

and sanity do-not need-to be told tha,t the story is a
Fabrlca.mon No p:oof -is, of course, ofiered in suppmt
of fhis. glowing fa,lr)'—ta.xe Instea;d the public are
ofiered—for a small part of the story—so:ne ; ex,tracts T
—two or three of them, of the, customary scrappy char-
acter, and with the usual bogus air about- them that
one expects as a ‘matfer of course in -such &- quarter.
By themselves, the allcged extracis * tell no partmular
tale. But when “treated by an entirely new process ™ of
' reasoning ’ (palent applied for) they yield: results ihat -
musi sa.talrs'iy to some exilent the rather exacbmg demands
of the Helen's Babies that are ©yellow'. The ¢ blug-
giness ’ of this flimflam stmy could however, have been '
50 easily enhanced, that we rather” think " the narrators
must (as another great character in history did) have
slood aghast at iheir own moderation. Why, for in-

" stance, did they not warn their brethren in New Zea-
land  that the Ancient Ordor of Hibernians vcarry
matches in lheir pockels, ostensibly to hght their

pipes, but ir realily \lo sel fire o Proiestants on Pente-
cost Sunday; that ihey seccretly bake Protestant babes
and serve them hol on toasb at twen'ty minutes past
six on Friday morndngs ; ihat they ©fill the butcheis’
shops wilh large biue. mcs , cause droughts in the South
and ﬂOOdb in the North; that {héy, are ma.kmg; prepara-
tions to *illivaie’ Aud\land by an earthqua;k\e on April®
Fools’ ‘Day, and to bombard the roofs of Nelson on _the
ninth of May with stars raked out of ihe’ consﬁella.tlcm
of Orion? T this stozy is not ® blugpey '’ euough for
the taste of the P.D.A., we can (for a Inodest consider-
ation) add enough gore to it lo alake the thirst of even
a Blunderbore. e :

Zola and Company ~ -

‘Zola’, says the Boslon * Pilol’, ‘-was a sincere
preacher of infquity : he ‘practised w-ha.t he - preached.
He resembled Viclor Hugo™ in this matter. Respect for
itheir own wives and ihe ‘domestic hearth was no article
of these Fremch ' inuno-tals.’” Madame Zola is as
tolerant as Madame Hugo. She has just applied to the
French Court of Appeal for leave Lo confer her- dead hus-
bawd’s name oo two children born of his intrigue with
another woman, a Madame Rozerau, I—Iere is forgive-
ness indeed, but pathos, too." It is overdonms. It is the
rotten sentiment of Ibsen and Zola—the confusion of
right and wrong, begotten of.baneful ideas and the rejec-

- lion of Ged and His moral law.'. . -

A -

This is a %case in which history has repeated itself.’
Voltaire and Rousseau were the literary - forbears” of
Hugo and Zola ; they were the twin prophets and high
priests of the elghteenth century infidelity that ‘added
such a weight of “horror ie the French Revolution. And,
like the anti-Chrisiian Hugo and Zola, Voltaire and -
-they.
« Rousseau tells in  his
¢ Confessions ' how he was a cheat, liar, thief,-roue, and
hypocrite. His political creed was that of Russell

Lowell’s ‘ pious edilor ' :— -

“duced thie sainied Maid of Orleans, and
“eentury—till death

- “In shori; -1 firmly du ‘helieve
In Humbug .generally, .
. Eer it's a thing-thet I pmcena .
To hev a soiid va}ly .

A political Pumblechook, fie ekhorled the mot.he-rs of‘_h
France, in melting words, {o nurse their own infants—
while he sent his own five illegitimate children to the
Foundling ‘Hospital, The more virile but more malig-
nant Voltaire was imprisoned for gross crimes against-
morality. He betrayed his country, wrote to his friends
Diderot and Thiriot panegyrics on lving, openly advo-
cated it as a method of propaganda of. infidelity, tra-
. for - hall a
stilled his tongue and pen—waged’
against the Church a bitter war, which assumed at
last the proportions of an overpowering mania, ‘ You,
must lie like a devil,” said he to Thiriot (vol. xwviii.

of his * Oeuvres Compleles ’)—.not timidly and for a
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