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prompily - went benealh - the -political suriace. Then, like
a bubble, up rose¢ Senor Romanones as - Premier. Ho
swiftly brohe and vanished. Then, for a brief space,
senor Moref ‘rose 1o the troubled suriace again  and
clutched ilre bauble-emblem of power. We next sée it
in the hands of a Menor whose name is variously.
rendered De Armijo amdl De Ramijo. The La.ble—men hadd
not time to maKe sure of Lis name when, lo! ' gray
flits the shade of power ®from his relaxed fingers. And
now (according to Monday’s cable messages) he is suc-
ceeded by Senor Maura, who (it is added) * wiil treat ilhe
Chureh - and®  the Vatican “with  deference’. . Tt
is said tihat Iinglishmen never quite master the diffi-
culty of rikling on an .Irish jaunting-car. It is by no
means the ouly Irish difficuity that they have failed
to master. But a seat in ,the Spanish Ministry just
now seems to be still more ~insecure—te he as joily
and uncertain as a seal on & champion cireus mule.
Anticlerical Ministries in Spain duung the past few
months appear to have beean speudmg most of their
time upon the tan—Tubbing embrocation into
bruises. Harrying the Church does not seem such easy
and profitabic work there as on
P'yrences. These are the outstanding facis of a situa-
tign in regard to which the cables and some of the
E'nglish daily papers have been for some time pasi
giving us some very false and misleading ideas. TFor
lhe  preseni, we -merely caulion -our readers that
in Madrid, as in Paris, the swiilest channels of ex-
ternal communication are in the hands of the enemies
of the Church. They ate _nerely echoes of lhe Masonic
and anti-Cathelic ¢ Heraldo.” And (to use a Celtic
proverbial saying) one might as well ‘go 1o ihe
goat's house for wool’ as go to such journals as the
Madrid ¢ Heraldo ' for a [air and faithful statement of
the facts of the Masonic campaign. against religion in
Spain. .
- -

There is peirhaps more lhan a litile signilicance in
the fact  that, hoth in France and in Spain, the
periods of governmental war upon religion have been
veriods of astonishing winisterial instability. France
has had nearly forty Minisiries since™ ils rulers started
ithe twenly-five-year-old campaign to  ‘ hunt Christ oul
of 1he Government of the couniry.” Spaim has had
iour Ministries within some 1iwo or thres months—a
swiltness ol lightning-change that even ihe Third Re-
public coui([ hardly rival. In the Monarchy, as in ithe
Republic, ¢ a resolute and well, organised . minority '
may (as Lecky said of France) force their policy on a
majority who are ¢ for ihe most part languid, divid-
ed, or unorganised.” Bul the couniry would be the
ioser. For in France (as Lecky has pointed out) pub-
lic inleresis have been * profoundly affected by constant
fluctuations among it ohiefs’ grave evils have arig
en from inexperience and ~nominal power; ‘a  lowered
ton¢ ' ‘has entered into public lif¢ ; liberty has waned
the brilliant talent. .ol former days is no longer at the
nation’s service ;- the introduction of the principle of
spoils to the victors has degraded the official system;
the lack of professional honor among 'diplomatists and
other officials” is a most sure and * ominous sign of
delerioration in pubiic llje’; and the couniry. is sui-
fering from instability” ‘where sieady- conlinuity is of
ihe highest importance.’ Continuity of general policr,
and especially of foreign policy, is hardly {o be ex-
pected of Ministries 1hat appear and disappear with.
the abrupt: a_nd frequeni squeak of a Jack-in-the-box.
A _ consistent, © torewn_. poley made Irance
abroad in the tla.ys of Henry Iv., Rlcheheu, Mazarin,
Louis XIV., and La.ld:nal Fleury To-day, the pigmy
politicians ol’ the ‘ Bioe’' have inaugurated a reign  of
plunder, proscription, and persecution, set Frenchmen at
ihe throat of Frenchmen, and plunged the country inle
a state hordermg on civil war, melely to gratify the
hatred entertained by a dark—-lantem frafernity against
religion, And dike sspa.mels ithey efiusively lick the

the rolher side of the

iheir -

respected -

“IRhine.
. avenges Himself upon the nations thas,

“"assertion of  three favorite Orange calumnies :

hand that slapped their face at Fashoda, and meekly
kiss the hob-nailed boot that kicked them on the
How ate the mighty fallen! And_ how Geod
in. their Tul-
eis, raise their sacrilegious righi hand mga.mst Hlm‘

Another Bogus ¢ Qath -

Once upon a time {so0 ran the Greman story) ihe
morose and angry Ajax contended “with Ulysses for the
conquering armor of Achilles,
ded in favor of Ulysses.
raged and fumed like a Vesuvmis On hls'way from the
council hall he came across a ﬁeck of inoffensive sheep,
browsing harmlessly by the roadside. In his blind fury
he fell upon ihem, imagining thém to be the princes whe
had given the award against him. Then he turned his
blade against himself, and died a suicide.

,/

» -

In the recent KFederal elections, the . morose Aus-
tralian Ajax (Lo wil, .the * yellow ’ sucfuon of the com-
mlumt.y)
arnior of Achilles=to secure for themselves the place of
power in the supreme councils of the Commornwealth.

The Greek princes deci-_
Thereupon Ajax stormed and

strove with might and main to *capture the .

But the Greel princes (that is; the body. of ithe elec- -

Lors) a.warded it” elsewhore. Thereupon, an” angry Ajax
of thie *yellow’ meh {(the Grand Master of the Vie-
torian’ Orangemen) sirode ou$ with a tempest in  his
brain. Ie came across a useful and inoflensive Catholic
benefit society—ihe Ancient Order of Hibermkans, Fancy-
ing in his.paroxysm that in striking them he smote the

authors of the adverse awanl, he fell upon them and
ma.uled ind  clubbed them with a hidegus aceusation,
Smd accusation was this: that the members .of the

Ancient Opder of beemxafns take a diabolical oath that
winds up with this screech from the Abyss \—

¢ And in revenge for the sufferings of our forefailers
and protection of ouwr rights, 1 furlher solemnly swear
{o aid as best 1 can in ﬂter.mm'a.tmg and extirpating all
Protestants and_herelics out-of Ireland or elsewhere ; to
hunt, pursue, shoot, and destroy all Prolestant  or
heretic’ landlords, propnetors or employers, and also to
huni, shoot, pu-sue, and desiroy all landlords or pro-
pnetms belongmg 10 the Church of Rome should he or
they evict his or their temants from the house, land,
hatne, or holding of 1lheirs.” -

Fee-faw-fum ! °

- . .

The first part of 1ihis, absurd and clumsy fabrication
is palpably built upon and probably intended as an off-
set to the oath ! to_exterminate the Catholics of Ire-
land *, which (according 1o Plowder and such Protestant
authorities as Lords Gosford and Holiand, Henry Grat-
tan, William Sampson, Arthur OCOIIIIIOL, and sundry
other authoritics, including some eye-witnesses) was
taken by early Ora,ngemen during the first reign of terror
organised by Uhe lodge {(2) The sham ‘oabth’ attri-
buted to the Anuent Omcx of Hibernians was originally
attribuied, we Relieve, to ‘the Ribbhonmen, (8) No suech
cath was ever {aked by {he Ribbonmen, - And . no oath

of any Iund bas ever been {aken by. the Ancient Ovder .

of I—Imw'rmans or by any Catholic benefif society, (4)
The ‘.oath' given above has the evidence of its frawdu-
ten{ character lying as ma‘ufest all over it as marnsh-
weeds upon a swamp. It opens for instance, with the-

Cathollcs are fiee to commit perjury as they please ;

(b} to disregard ail oaths of allegiance 1o any Protes-
tant authorvity, and (¢) to massaecre any person, whether
Catholic or * herelic ', ihat happens 1o stand in their
way. The clumsy foxger ol lhis ¢ caih * also forgot an
elementary precept of eaulion when he used the com-
mon Protestant deslgnatmn ‘ the Church of Romé '—a
title which Catholics in English-speaking countries pracs,

tically never employ. _(5) Thc publication of the rules-

of the Ancieal Order of Ihbermans. ‘and official dis-
claimers of that clumsily [abricated ®oath’, setile the
story spread by the Urand Masfer of {the Victorian
Orangemen, on the ‘authority® of a rabbit-brained
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