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» ¢ Ah, indeed ! ' said Mr. Ray, glancing al ihe paper
that was offered—him. - Yes, that is his autograph
fast cnough; Perham was my room-mate at coliege,
‘and . a Tight good fellow., I haven't seen him since we.
were gradualed.  8it° down, won't you, and lell me
about him.’ B To. -

* That is first-rate,’ he -declared, after lisiening  tp
a glowing accouwt of his friend. ¢I am delighted 1o
heal from the old feliow, And now ahou your case.
“To iell the truth, I -hadn't thought of any more
office help. But—perhaps 1 might work you.in to’
Felp-“on ihe books and 1o act as general utilily man’
about the oflfice. It will be small pay at fivsl, butb if
you. arc adapted t0° the business it will Jead {o some-
ihing betlter.’ LT
; There was no difficulty about coming Lo lerms, and
Mullins at onece made his slart in the insurance busi-
ness. » .

One ecvening some lime later Mr. Ray sajd o his
wife © ¢ I’ve gob %o get rid of my new clerk. I'm
sorry. about it, for he ds a thoroughly good fellow—
but stupid, stupid! [ was geilling along very well
before, but I have cerlainly been overworked since Mul-
lins came. Il's quee:, 1oo. Ie took the cOmmercial
course at Pinre Grove Scminary, under Charlie Per-
ham, you know. And Pertham gave him a first-class
recommendation. 1 -hope he isn’t a fair sample of
Perbam's - graduales.’ T -

So the next day Mr. Ray, in as tactiul a manmner
as possible, explained to {he younpg man thal under the
prevaliing bisiness conditions he should nol need extra..
clerical assistance ailer that week. Mullins - accepled .
his dismissal in good pari, and just belore leaving om
Saturday he asked, :quile as “a mafler of course,
‘ Would you be willing Lo write me a recommendation,
Mr. Ray?’ “

) * A recommendalion ? | Why—ah—cerlainly !
way, will.vou lef
ham gave you?’

As Mr. Ray vead ihe leller ihrough, wiith consider-
gble care this - {ime, a light broke in upon his mind.
Then, in a spirtl of emulation, he turned {o- the
typewriter, his slenographer having gone, and produced
ithe folowing : - .

‘I am pleased to say that Mr. David Mullins, who
has been in mmy employ, is  an eminently worihy
young man whose desire is- to do well whatever he
undertakes. 1 do not doubt thal his services will be

as salislaclory 1o any fulure employer as they have
been Lo me. *

By the
me look al ihe one that Mr. Per-

¢ Henry Ray.’

Mullins was wuch pleased more, -

! with this,. the .
especially as he had secretly feared ihat 'be had mnolwe
heen entirely successiul in the insurance business. e

thanked his lale employer heartily; and on Monday
morning started on lbs search for. anolher place. .
His travels presently -hrought him to an office - which
bore the sigm, * Wiiliam Ivans, Coal and Wood.,” The
proprietor was in, and allhough his demeanor was far

from gracious, he Qid listen to what his  visitor had
to say. - ’

‘I have just turned off one fellow who was of no
earlhly use,’ he declared, in a rasping tone thal seem-
ed 1o match a hard look in his eyes. ‘1t is mext
to impossible 1o ‘geb rany deceni help nowadays. Re-
commendalions ? .G of course ! They all have them.’
He accepted ratheiT :gingerly those thal Mullins mpow
olffered, and glanced them over. - .

“Hum—irreproachable’ characier—substanidal business
cducalion—services salisfactory. Oh, they read well
enough, of course! Well, I wani a manh al one of
my yards to.do the weighing and keep a lookout lor’
things generally. I may as well 11y you as any one
if you wanl the chance. + You may start in at once,
apd I will give you a dollar a day until Saturday
night.” If “you suii, I'll pay 'more after that. I -you
don’t suit, you leave. What do you say, yes or
no?’ . s a .

Mulling said _yes,-although ihe work wasmot «quite
what he had originaliy in mind, . ’

He was really much belter adapied to this place
ihan to his former one, and he easily learned ils du-
ties. DBeing of a ypractical turn of mind; he soon saw

the need of improvemeails about the yard. TFor one
fing, he bhecame cohvinced that the scales were not
accurate.

Some of these matters he took the liberty -
to bring io the altention 'of his employer.

When Saturday night came he was well satisfied—
with sy success in his new business, and he wenl to-
-the- office iully expecting a permanent engagement with
a handsome increase in salary. "he proprictor had
gone_héme, but the hookkeeper handed Mulligs an en-
velope, which contained a- five-dollar bill amd this note :
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) left’ school.?

" school.
- commendatlion il occasion required. . For one thing,

= i
¢ Dear Sir,—I find upon trial that you do mot’suit
me, antd I shall have no further use-for your services,
tnclosed please find five dollars, payment in Iull for
five days’ work., Yows, ele., - ' .

. “William Evans.' ~

This was a cruel blow to poor Mullins, and he
turned away . in_ deép -dejection, from which he bad by

no means recovered, when; on Monday morming, he
again started on 1Ls Tounds. . .-

"7 It was indesd with very little hopé that- in the
‘course of 1he [orenoon he entered. the office of ' John

Arkwright, Conlraclor.' - Bui ihére was someihing in
Mr. Arkwright’s shrewd, kindly face 4hat encouraged
Mullins, and he was able io  make - his .application
with less than his usual awkwardness.

“(Ggod recommendations,” you say ?’ repeated -Mr.
"Arkwright, as he swung round in’ his revolving chair
and. peered at his . visiter through steel-bowed spec-
tacles. - i ..

He read with some carc those ihat Wwere now put
into his hands, and as,he did so the pleas:m_t smile
that lighted up his rugged. features gave Mullins con-
siderahle encouragement. - . - s
. ¢'This ‘your lasl place ?* asked the cottractor, with
his thumb on DMr. Ray’s signalure. )

t No, sir. ‘I was -with Br. Evans, the coal -
chant for a short times -

¢ That s0? Did he give yau avwlefter. when you
leit 7’ . -

 Mulling' flushed painfully. ' Yes, sir,” he fallered,
*hut I guess yvou couldn't eall it a recommendation.' -
‘' Ch, well, I'll be the judge -of that. I'd like -to
look atl it; if you donp't mind.’ . .
¢ Well,” said Mr. Arkwright at last; * I rather like
your appearance, and I think that ilhere. may be some-
thing in you,I don’t need a boolkeeperr or a clerk,
bub I could-,use a young fellow who wasn't .afraid to
wolrl;. amd  whose knowledge wasn'( confined to what he -
learped at school. I reckon mosl - of :yours is outside
of “that,’ he chuckled. ‘If you say so, I will give You
a ~chance... It will be oniy day-laborer’s pay, and nob
much diflerent from day-laborer's 'work at first,; hut if
you can learn {e go aheafl wilk a- job and.-lo handle
men you may  find it worth youif while by and by.’

L - -
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Some {en yeats way he supposed to have elapsed.
Mr. Perham was still al Plpe Grove Seminary, al-
though he had often fell a desire for a wider field of
usefulness, with a correspondingly better salary. He was
herefore agreeably surprised onc day 1o receive a bqle,-
gram, asking him to meet the i{rustees of a flourishing

school in anolher Stiale, as a candidate for ﬁhe_ posi-
tien of principal, -and he readily accepled the invita-
tion. i

Afler his iulerview ‘hewas taken by one of the, trus-
tees i his cargisge lo’the railway. station. - -

“1 betheve that I haven't told you how we happened
fo. logk you up,’ said the irustee, as they drove along.-
‘' The fact is, I became inlerested in you through: one
of vour cld pupils, whois now a partner of mihe.!

Mr. Perham could not have {old why, bufinstanily-
{here flashed before his mind's eye a scene in  the
bursar’s office at the seminary, and he seemed to hear
the words, 'I hope I. may have a chance to.do as
much for you some tinje.’ -

fWhat is his name?’ he asked. And he was not
entirely#surprised to ‘hear ihe trusteevfanswer ‘Mullins.’

‘He was calied out of the cily to-day,’ added the
irusiee, ‘or he would have been om hamd to meet
you,' B L. ¥ * N

“Ie must lrave changed “considerably since I saw .
him,’ remarked Mg Perham, in default of anything eise'
to say. R - : o7

¢ Well, he isn’t so green as he was, but he is the same
simpie-hearted Icllow, after all. Tor instance, hells still-
proud of ihe d{eslimonial tbat you gave him when he

Mr  Perham had io blush before the quizzical glance.
ihal came lo him through steecl-bowed spectacles. . |

* I{ was the best that I could do at the timé, M,
Arlwright,’ he said. = - - :

¢ Probably it was. ~ I presume he didn’t - shine -~at-
But I reckon that I could pive lm a better reI—
could say that I thought.well enough of him ta take
Jhim into ‘my business—contracting, you.know. ITe can
gel more work out of-a crew of men and keep ihem bet-
fer naturcd than anyone else 1 know. To this day he'
is always guoting Lhings-ihat you said, and - I must say
thal  they have generally struck me as good, sound sense.
That is how I came to think of you at this time.-
So, Mr: Perham, il Fou are elected—and 1 think you will
he, 1though of course I am only one of the trustees—if
vou -are elected, it will be largely on the strength of
Mullins' recommendaliop.'—' Youth's Companion.’



