
T is to the credit of the" Catholic Church inT is to the credit of the" Catholic Church in
Western Australia .that'it" has" consistently,
through good times and evil, done the best
and most sejf-sacrificing work in that State
for .the moral and material uplifting of the
aboriginal race. Full many a time the Cath-

olic episcopate, in the- West has* raised its
voice for the easing- of .the black irianls /bur-

den. " And now the chorus -is swelled by our friendand
former travelling - companion, the Anglican Bishop ~oi
Perth." ■ : " " " " "

'Taught by the" Power-that:pities him,
He learns"to pity- them'.

In Sydney-, on- Christmas Day-,;he pleaded that, -
even

from the'^-standpoint of trade and commerce, 'it -is'
suicide on the" part-of the Australian whites to let the
aborigines die- out '.

'
Christianity

' added he-
"
has

hardly taken joy to many of the dark races:.- -Driven
from -their home's, taught, all the- vices of -the white

.man, making it, impossible--'for them to carry out < their
own ■ laws— some of them far more strict in» regard-to
matrimony than those of modern..civilisation

—
and ■their

lot made harder, what has been done for. them in re-
turn? ' Little, we ween, beyond what religion, philan-
thropy, and a more or less perfunctory State protector-
ship have been able to"effect. The convict,-the soldier,
and the money-grubber had the- first innings with the
strange and mysterious Australian native~race. Disease',
drink, bullet, and poison have done stheir fell work
among them; for over thirty years the bodies of the
last Tasmariian black have^been in the grave, and over
the great lone continent the dark-skinned aboriginal is
vanishing -away.v " ""

Our own stalwart native race seems to be at last
recovering from the swift decline that began with the
introduction of gunpowder and continued in varying de-
grees till'the census of 1896. But elsewhere the " ab-
original races, as a rule, keep silentlydisappearing. In
the Hawaiian, Fiji, and many other'.Pacific Islands, they
are vanishing, at a raging'_pace. The North. Ameri-
can Indiaais melting, too— following in the wakeof the
other lost nations that have shrivelled" up on contact
with Dutch and

'English-speaking civilisation.' Spainand
Portugal, alone of colonising peoples, seem to have been
capable of elevating ' and preserving the aboriginal
tribes with whom they came,- into -touch. In. 'his
'Spanish Pionfeers ', Mr. F. Lunimis (a" first-crass
American non^Catholicauthority on the subject)" says,
for instance, that

'
the legislation of Spain in behalf

of the Indians everywhere was Incomparably more ex-
tensive,, more comprehensive, more systematic, more
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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
PergantDirectores.etScriptores New ZealandJTablet,Apos*

iolica Benedictione confortati,Religionis et Justitice causam
promovereper vias -Veritatiset,Pads. -" "

Die4 Aprilis,igoo. -r-. LEO XIII., P,M.
> TRANSLATION.— Fortified'by the-Apostolic Blessing, let the

'Directors andWriters of theNew;ZealandTablet continue to
promote the cause ofReligionandJusticeby thejvaysof Truth
and Peace. �

, " _
April 4, igoo. * - . LEO XIII., Pope.
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VANISHING RACES

TH

AN

KS.
FATHER.ODEA returns his sincere andevergrateful thanks

to'hisnumerous friendß and'well-wißhers, who havepurchased and
soldbookß of tickets jinItha Omakau ArtUnion,and enabledhim
to raise thehandsomesum of £100 odd.

EDITOR'S NOTICES.
. Sendnews WHILE IT IS FRESH. Stalereportswillnotbe

■'■ ■
-' ' '-■

Communications should reach1this Office BY TUESDAY
MORNING. Only the briefest; paragraphs have a chance
ofinsertionifreceivedby Tuesday nights mails.

ADDRESS matter intendedfor publication 'Editor, Tablet,
Dunedin,',andnotby nametoany memberof theStaff.

ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATIONS are thrown into the
'"waste-paperbasket.

Write legibly; ESPECIALLY NAMES of persons andplaces
Reportsof MARRIAdES and,DEATHS are not selected or

compiledat this Office. To-secure -insertion theymust be
verified*by 'our local agent or correspondent,-or by the, clergyman of the district, or by some subscriber whose
handwriting is wellknownatthisoffice. Suchreportsmust
in every"case be accompaniedby the customary death or
marriage announcement, for which a charge of 2s. 6d. is
made. *

21

TTTiHffTfrir~ Ullr>TTPCI intbrnationalpatent agent. (EBi»b.ißß2) "D A rPT?N>rPQJ]J!l£iJD& X-JXUItIjLJIiO Offioer«t Queen;s,phamben,WELLINGTON;103 QueenSt., . J?,J\.LJ2IJM ± D
■ _' .^ ATJOKLANdIt18% Street, OHRISTOHURCH;

Jnlonwktion *Pwnphlet free onapplication- A.HJP.Buildisgs PrinoesStreet,DUNEDIN,eto. '
, , .

JJIS MAJESTY'S :.THEATRE.. Commencing MONDAY NEXT, the 14th JANUARY,
-

"'-.-. - And- ■ .■--."
TtfEDNESDAY,JANUARY 16th, andTHURSDAY,the17th.
" - Fkbdk.Shipman '■presentstheWorld-famed-Artiste,

%: MARIE NARELLE *
'
Queen of Irish Song.'

An Artiste in the Front Kank of the Profession singing ■

the simple ballads of the People.
During the Season MARIK NARELLE will sing—
41 Angus MacDonald," " The Bonny Banks of Loch Lo-
" mfcad," ''The Hills o' Skye,"

"
Coming Through

the Rye,?!- V Killarney," "Come.Back to Erin,""
Annie Laurie,"," Kathleen Mavourneen," '-IBarney

O'Hea," "Kory'O'More," " 'Ihe" Exile's Return," '
"The Low-backed Car,"' "

O'Donnell AbDo," "The.
Harp in the Air," "

The Minstrel Boy," . "
The

Dear Little" Shamrock," '■' A ,Sbng of Thanksgiv-
ing," "The Last Rose of Summer," "" Tihe Old
Plaid' Shawl," "Mary of Argyle," etc1., etc.-

CHESTER FENTRESS, -> the Eminent Tenor, will sing—
",oft in the Stilly .Night,"

"
The Banks of Allan

Water," M I'm Sitting on the Stile, Mary,"-4'My
Memories,"

"Love's Coronation," V The Wind. That Shakes the Barley," 'iThe Rosary," "A
Dream," ''Love and Joy," etc:, etc.

MARIE NARELLE and CHESTER FENTRESS will
sing the 'Duets-^-4'La Serenata" and " '4 Venetian
Boat Song

"
(Tost/i), " L'Addio "(Nicolai), " Be-

lieve Me, if" All Those Endearing Young Charms,"
"""Maying," "Go Where Ulory Waits Thee."

CONSTANCE BRANDON-USHER, the
-
Brilliant Pian- ,'

iste, will play Selections from Chopin, Liszt, .
Moskowski, Grieg, etc., etc.

Box Plan at the Dresden. ,
POPULAR

'
PRICES— Dress Circle and Resci .

Stalls, 3s; Stalls, as ; Fit;- Is.
- " '

FRANK TALBOT,
Representative forMr. Shipmari.

W INNING NUMBERS,
OMAKAU ART UNION. .

' _ _
Prize. No. Prize. No.

1" 15202
- ... 15 5584

2 28939
' ... - 16 3936

3 46959 ... . 17
~

597
4 38352 ... 18 20368
5 ~35155 ... 19 21615
6 5905 - ... 20 . 33848
7 31537 ... .21 30856
8 2193 ... 22 11638
9 21213 _ ... 23 39733

10 19771 ... 24 15453
11 34568 ... 25 30469
12

"
31054 ... 26 . 24641"

13 29766
' ... 27 '33769

14" 8828 - - -
«

First Preminm (£B- 8s violin) goes to Miss Nora White,
Otaakau, who told the greatest number of hooks of tickets (13);
Second Premium (£3 3a rug)goes to Mr MoG.Barry,Omakau(6
books); Third Premium (£2 2s rug) goes to Miss.Mary Ryan,
Kokonga(4bookB).

-~ : '__


