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The Holidays - ~
1t took -a- ~h'ea.v¥£ $oll- in human life ‘to make a
Roman hohda,y the ‘old pagan days of the gladia-
‘ torial ‘show. Lven in our time, th Wourth of July-
celebrations’ in ihe United Sta.tes causs a mortality that
éasily outrivals' that of one of the.' great’' batlles -of
the South ™ Alrican war. - We in New Zealand do not
take our-holidays so sanguinarily: kAn‘d_ yvet (according
to tbe press reports) the boat that is loaded, and the
gun that .is not, conlinue to be about as deadly’ as
ever they were.
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¢ Blrreliglon v N }

The pew * unsectarian E school relipion manufactured
by Mr. Birrell has been squeezed to death by the
House of Lords. When it was Tirst broached, it was
greeted with the following skit in an English contem-
porary i— . -

* Let Irreligion ‘hide its head
And Birreligion reign instead,!
"Twas thus the Commons raised the cry
Religion heard, and heaved a sigh.’
The strong opposition aroused. in Ewngland by Mr: Bir-
rell’s Education Bill was a protest against the prin-

ciple of [orcing upon people a manufactured creed which
- was not a.ccepta.ble to their religious comiclions. It
seems strange that the Ymperial Partiament should try .
to depxue "Christians in ISngland of the denominational

rights in educa.twn which it comnfers as a matter ol
course upon Hindus:in India and upon Mahomedans in
the Soudan, It looks as if lhe American * pious edi-

tor’ is not the only one who believes
cause—provided

in freedom’s
it he ‘ez far away ez Payris is .
_‘
Carnegie Libraries- .- .
Mr, Carnegie bas been dropping free public libraries.

-with generous promiscuily throughout the English-
speahing world, iom Thurso Lo Dunedin. A -.mote of
warning raised by us some years apo in regard {lo-

these benefactions has found an echo in a recent let--
- fer by Cardisal Logue. Such libraries (he says) might,,
be made most uscful igstitutions ; but they may also
become ‘a very gr.ea.t danger if not kept under the
sirictest supervision !.. They may easily (he adds)  be
made the medium Eor ‘Lhe distribution of ant-Christian,
immoral, or doubtfully moral literature. -And if such
preductions *fall into.the hands of igmorant or half-
educated people, we should scon have condltmns as 1o
faith and morality ‘which now exist in France, or pex—
haps pearer home.’ .-In ihose libraries ¢ the great run’,
says the Cardinal, *is on works of fiction which are
peither educationsl nor improving, il not positively in-
jurious and eorrupiing.’ .
[ ]

This is also.the general experience of towns in Aus-
tralasia that possess circulating-libraries. In Fehruary
of the past year, the scholarly and cultivated vice
president of the Dunedin Athenaeum (Mr. Whilson)
showed by .actual returns that the habitues of lhat
library (who are no exception to the genmeral rule) in-
dulge almost exclusively in fiction, and for the pgreater
part in fiction that is mere menta;l hashoesh—the sort -
of thing that Samuel Smiics” describes as ' intellectual
dram-diinking, imparting a grateful excitement for the
moment, without the slightest effect in improving or
enriching the mind or building up character ', ¢ During
four months ® spid ‘Mr. Whitson, ‘ out' of a total - cif-
‘culation of 32 716 boolks, 20,281 were novels'. ‘And I
am .sorry to say’, ailded he, * that the guality- of
some books which ‘are "in” very great demand is of the

poorest.’ "The best writers of fiction are left in com-
paralive negiect. So arc .works on science and ‘belles
letires '.

need ‘of our time
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And, speaking pgenerally, ¢ compared with fie-

tion, the circulation of books in other departments of
literature is produclive of sorrowiul reﬁectlons ' The
is not so ‘much mote readers as
betler redders. As matbers stand, - it- seémy’ that owur
public circulating libraries are more of a calamity
than a blessing lo .ihe cotnmurm bye;’; And,xgudgmg by
the peneral expeueneu,»(id.megles ‘behefactions “are very
likely to -be .in part expended in packing-library shelves
with namby-pamby and serisational fifth-rate or tenih-
rate fiction—with yellow-backed a.gomes brlmful of in-
trigue, mystery, and bIood : :
L]

CI the two kinds-of “romance thail-seem to be most
demand; Dr. Pryde says: f1f7ihey are namby-
pamby,. reading thein ix 'lmc ‘sipping jelly-water ;  if
they are sensalional, they are like Mrs, Squeers’ posset
of brimstone and treacle, In hoth cases they destroy
ihe menLa.l *a.ppetlt.e and make it loathe all = solid
* The, gleat mass of  the’ novel—readmg‘ "public are
ﬁmcal about their lea #nd beer and béef and ‘tobacco.
Bul they seem to have no slandard by which to judge
of the wquality of the prinied stuff on which they
goige. For many of - them, novel-readiug is not so much
a recrealion as a passmn-—-—something akin -to-the taste
of topers for fiery waters, andiof Anglo—lndxans for
red-hot condiments. Mr. Carnegié would havé enormous-
1y enhanced the value of his gitts, and gone far to-
wards preventm their commonest and most- obvious
abuse, had he made some effective provision against
converting the new libraiies into dlst.ubutlng cenlres for
rubbishy fiction—and h‘Ltle more. We have said full
many a time that- one &f iLe pressing needs of our
day. is the cultivalion of a consciénce in regard 1o
printed matter; and, - after lhat, a * professor of
books *, to guide our veading along paths that shall'be
safc and pleasant and profilable, Had Mr. Carnegie
only ibought of suppiving the professorship of hooks—
thiat *is, skilled” ‘dpd  judicious supervision in iheir choice
—he would have done; much - towards supplymg' the
other and pnmaw m.cd Aliat 6t ﬂ‘ra.(lua,}ly esta.bhshmg
an improved conscience in ihe matber of readmg

. «Unbludhing Mendacity® * 7% % :. - 0

Disraell” onve Said in the House of Comuions, in the
course of -a~ specch-on, Lhe Sugar Duties:.-* Figures are
nol party men. You- ‘may cross iHe House, but you
cannol donvery 15,000 tons into_.20,000." All +this is
very true of ionest figures  honestly.. treated. But
figure-facts - are no ‘more pmof iha.u are 'other  facts
againsy the ways and wnqu of the fact~-manipulator.

Anl his, treatmeiit of thems- ﬁ{}m tlme to time gives a -

point 1o ihe sarcaslic degrees of comparison: lies,
thumping _ 11cs statlstus In our issue of September 20°
of the past. year we gaive a detailed exposure of a
series of “doctored ' * statistics ' that weré publishéd by
anonymous w1iters—a.ctmg apparently 'in conecert—in sev--
eral newspapers throughoui New Zealand, The figures
purported to have been taken ‘Hom the - Liverpoel

© ¢ Catholic Times," and their .gstensible. oh;ect was to

¢ demonstrate * the high cnmmalﬂ:y and general chuckle-
headedness of adherents of 1ike * Romish' Church. The
‘proof ' was an asserfion prolfessing to show that, ac-
cording to ihe Catholic .organ mentioned above, the
nlinlbcl 0[ -~ I"a,pxnt.s who passed - through the Liver-
pool prlson in \1884 was *oul of all piopoxtmn to the
Ro'ma.n Cathoti¢ population ol that city ' And the

‘ argument ' was clinched with the smug observation :

¢ By their fruits ye shall know thém.”

~ L ] -

Referring to gur exposure of -~ the ‘faked ® figures
rexaiding the Liverpool prisun, the ¢ Caiholic Times’
of November 10, 19045, says: * Our New Zealand com-
temporary points out—what had not heen- stated-—that
Catholic prisoners ate’ sen’ lo Liverpool from St.
Ueclens, Widnes, Southport, Waterlbo, Seaforth, Crosby,
Ormmskirk, Birkenlkead, and tlhaa.rd and Flint boroigh
and County in \‘.’ales; that over fifty per cent. of ihe
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