
"' ' It ,puts me in a painful, a false position^' Why,
even you might believe that- 1 knew her relationship
to Henry Harlan before"1 asked her to tie- my wife.'

-- :' True,' said- the lady again. . - - -
,> "<' Such a suspicion is shameful,' he went 'on.
' The

one manly, thing for jiie.,io do is^ fa Trelease- .Glare
from her promise.' ' . . ' -

The lady arose and went to the window. -
It was

plain that she was agitated,by his, startling, news.
Presently she beckoned" to Him. '
''Here,', she said. 'Do you see that young woman

coming up the roadway-?. -'1hat' is the' great-heiress.
,And she's _ something much better 'than that.

"
She's a

sweet and lovable- girl, whosev womanly heart can't
be spoiled by any amount of money. "I know ". her,better than any other .living person, Richard'Barclay,
and Itell you you have,nothing �to- fear.' She turned
and looked at him and laid a.slender hand ,on bis
shoulder..

"
Besides

'
she began. N " "

'. Yes,"" dear lady.'
She softly laughed.'
It,really, looks as if we ought to have a'lawyer"

in the family.— Exchange.. -*�-'"

Three Golden Balls and Santa Claus

-It has.been thought rather curious"-that the famous'
Medici 'fanJily of Florence should have as their em-
-blUiii three, golden balls, which symbol has £6r' hun-
dreds of- years been the pawnbroker's sign1. The enemies
of the MedicisT were wont to laugh in their sleeves,
and say that the pawnbroker's sign was-very suitable,
as the family had raised itself to prominence by us-
ury and money-lending. Ihe two emblems both came
from the -same legend, a "very beautiful one:of "St.
Nicholas of Bari. -/. ■

' "-
'■-

A nobleman of the town of Patarahad threebeau- ",
tiful daughters, whom, being bereft of all" his fortune, '
he was unable 'to provide with a marriage,portion. It
seemod. as if, there was no honorable method to sup-
.poit them, and the poor /father was in despair. St.
Nicholas had hca.'d of the family; and, as he - had
an enormous fortune, he -resolved to dower .the ".maid-
ens, who were as good as they were beautiful. "

Seeking their house one night,. he found an open
window, and threw into this, a purse filled with gold.
With this the oldest daughter was dowered; and a
second purse coming in,vthe same mysterious manner,
gave the second daughter her marriage portion. The
nobleman now «determined-_to keep watch and see who
was his. benefactor, and discovered the saint in theact
of- throwing yinvin the third purse. Fallingupon hisknees,
the father exclaimed. - -

v'O Nicholas, servant -of God, why seek to hide^-
thyself from gratitude?'

The good Bishop bade him tell,, no <>one while he
lived, but after his demise the nobleman related- his 'munificence. From l«his legend arose the custom' of giv-
ing St. Nicholas three bits of gold or golden balls as
"his emblem.VAs he was the. patron-, of the Medici,
and also of the Lombard merchants who emigrated to '
England and there set up the first money-lending es-
tablishments and pawnbrokers' shops, so high and lowuse his emblem— the three golden balls. -. ," P'-uom this same incident is said to be derived the'custom of placiug gifts in the stockings, or in some
countries the shoes, of ,children on the eve of .. Christ-mas, and attributing the gifts-to St, Nicholas underthe- corrupted form of his name, Santa"Claus.—' Aye
Maria.' , . - ; "

\
~ ,- .

MYERS & CO., Dentists, Octagon, cornerof Oeorge
Street. They guarantee,the highest class- of work *at
moderate fees. Their artificial teeth give general sat-isfaction, and the- fact of them supplyinga temporarydenture while the gums are healing does away.with the
inconvenience of being months without "teeth.- They
manufacture a single artificial tooth for /Ten 'Shillings/
and sets equally moderate. The administration of nit-rous oxide gas is also a great boon to those needing
the extraction of a t00th.... " - '-

>
"

know, but never having,had any love affair of my own
it is natural I should feel an extra interest*in
ClareI*.'. '.- "T . - —

She took off her glasses and againf wiped them
with much care, 'lie looked at her curiously..'Ibegin to have a'sjsuspicion,'' he said-.'Of what1±'That you knew, me all the time.'- , The lady -laughed -softly^ . ' .'
Iwasn't-particularly" startled by your appear-

ance.' - -* '■-'
And you,didn't really take me for a book agent?'

1No.' , ,
' ' ' .

--
'Aunt Lucy,' said ,the young man, 'you certainly

" ark a vciy "clever- woman.''
Aunt" Lucy !' Hoity-toity !- You are taking a> good

deal for granted', Richard Barclay. But, there, let's -
be frank and straightforward. Ipromise younothing.
You will -stay and .take dinner with us,, and then we
three will talk this all over. We are going- to 'be.
perfectly Independent on our side, you understand. We
may be poor— or at least very far from rich

—
but we^

are proud. We come by -it naturally. That's my
father's picture. up there, Jethro Holt. He was "as #proud as a lord.1- . „,

-
The young 'manlooked up quickly.

",; " 'What did you call his name ? '
. ' Jethro Holt.' ■

' "
The young man's eyes sparkled. ""

\ _ -* Jethro Holt, of'-Petunia, Me.- Botn there in 1815
died in 1863-'Why, yesv He was my- father.'

The 3oung man. drew a narrow book from' his
pocket and 'rapidly leafed it over.

1Jethro Holt left three children, a boy and two
girls, Arthur, Lucy, and EmiLy.'
. '

Yes. Iam Lucy Mellen Holt— commonly called
Aunt Lucy Mellen. At * least that's what Clare has
called me ever since she could ' talk. Emily was
Clare's mother. She died -when Clare was ababyX and
Clare's .father, died the year after.'

The young man stared hard.-'at her. -'
Can you'fprove" this relationship?

''
Why, yes, of course.. 1have the old family'Bible

and many letters and, my" father's picture and. thedeed
of" the .old home. »- >.

'

He drew a quick breath..
-' This is wonderful,' he" said.

'
Tell me about your

brother.' " "___. .
IHe was older than" I— nine years older. He~ was

a wayward boy, and greatly worried my father. When
he was eighteen he ran away from home and ship-
ped on a"whaler. 'The ship was t lost in thePacific
and all the crew were reported drowned.'

1Your brother escaped,' said the young man. 'He"
was picked up by a Russian sealer' and landed at a
Siberian port. He found his to Australia, and
roughed it' as a sheep herder. .There, through some
mad fancy, he changed his name. ,He was no longer
Arthur Holt; hek was- Henry Harlan. He became a
trader and prospered; he -. prospered greatly. Finally
he made his residence in ,New York. He lived there
tweiitjr years. He died there seven months ago.'

X The ladyf a strange look in her eyes, stirred sud-
'

denly.^-
- - -

'And that man was- my-brother ?.'' Yes>
'

\
" '

» , She sighed. 'My poor brother.'
The young man leaned forward.

. 'Oh,' he said, 'we have searched
"
for you in so *

many places ! The head of our " firm was your bro-
ther's attorney and one of the executors of the estate.
The matter of finding the Heirs was" placed in -my
hands. 'Ihave travelled many miles on false clues.
I have advertised., in many sections-r-an-d now to
stumble on you like this.'' Then we are heirs to his property?" said "the
lady.

'
" - " -

"He died without a will. You and Clare are his''
only living. kin.' " " "

".
"> .' Does ' that mean we are rich:?

' " *- ' Very, very rich.'
-» They were both silent for a "moment or two. Then.the lady sighed. :~ - ~ "

'That comes a little"" late for me,' she softly said-'but it will be beautiful for Clare.'. A troubled look crossed the'young man's face.'Clare,' he murmured.. '
This' changes everything.' .'What do you mean"? '

'Don't ycru see ? cC.lare is now a great '
heiress.

'
A new world opens before her. She can choose
where she will.'

1 True,' said the' lady.
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HOW TO PAINT A HOUSE CHEAP. ."\
Pot*t»Ol*O Point InWhite and Colors, Mixed" Ready .forUdl ICLlia rcUIIL Insideand Outside Übo. iVCARRARA
retains its Gloss andLustre for at least five years,and willlook
better ineight years thanleadandoilpaintsdoin two. |9>USB
CARRARA, the first oost of which is no greater than leadandoil
paints,andyour paint bills will be reduced by over.50.per oent.
A beautifully-illustrated booklet, entitled"How toPaintaHouat
Cheap,' willbe forwardedfree onapplication. . - '

E. RAMSAY & CO., i9i 9 Vogel Street,-Dunedin,


