" Clare's mother.

- - She s1ghed.
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know, but never having had any love affair of my own 1 DUtS meg-in-a pa,mful -a’' false position. Why,
it is naﬁural 1 should fecl an e\ua. interest ln evin .you might believe that- 1 knew her relateionsl"p i
Clare’s.’

She “look orE her g]asses and a,&,a,m wiped _ them
with much care, ‘kHe looked at her cutiously..

‘1 begin to have a.a,suspmwu, he. sa1d

¢ OfF Wha.['. 2?2

‘ That you hnew. me all the ‘time.’

,"The - lady -laughed -softly.

‘I wasn't - partmularly
ance.’

. And you_ didn't really take me for a hook agent"’

No.’

startled by your. a,ppeim.r-r

‘Aunt Lucy, sajd .the young m.m ‘ you cextamly
caré a very cle\el wonian.’

"t Aunt Luey ! Hoily-toily - You are taking a good

deal {fon granter{ Richard Darclay. = But, there, let's-

be frank and straightiorward. I pmnuse you noth'ing.
You will -stay and itake dinner with us, and then we
three will _talk t1his all over. We are going. to ‘be.
‘perfectly Indépendent on our side, vou understand. We
may be poor—or al least very fa.r from rich—but we
are plpud We come by -il nalurally. Tha¥’s my
father's picture . up lhere, Jethro Holt. He was “as
proud as a lord.. -

The young ‘man logked “up quickly
5 ¢ 'What did you call his name?

¢t Jethro Flolk.” -

The young man’'s eyes spmk]ed

N

.
¢ Jethro Holt, of Peuuma Me.- Born there in_ 1815
died in 1863:"-
‘Why, ves.. He was my father.’

The young man, drew a tnarrow book from' his
pocket and ‘rapidly leafcd it over.

¢ Jethro 1IIolt leit three children, a Loy and two

gnls Arthur, Lucy, and KEimily.’
‘ Yes. I am Lucy Mellen Holt—-commonly called
Aunt Luecy Mellen. At *least that's whal Clare has

called mec  ever since she could / talk. Emily was
She died 'when Clare was a baby, and

died the year after.’

man stared hard -at her.

¢ Can you~ prove” this relalionship ??

* Why, yes, of -course.. I have ihe old family Bible
and many letters and my lathers pn,tum and . the deed
of- the ,old "home, - .

Ie dlew a guick brealh..

‘ This is wonderful,' he- amd
brother.’ P

‘{He was older Lhau I—-nine years older. He was
a wayward bhoy, and greatly worried my father. When
he was eighteen he ran away from home apd ship-
ped on a~whaler. ‘The ship “was :lost in the Pacific
and all the crew were reported drowned.’

_*Your brother escaped,’ said the young man.
was picked up by a Russian sealer and landed at a
Siberian port. ¥e found Lis way to Australia, and
roughed it” as a sheep herder. There, through some
mad fancy, he changed his uame. He was no longer
Arthur Holl ; -be. was- Ylenry Harlan. He became a
trader and plOSpBI‘Bd he- rprospered greatly, Finally
he made his resulence in New York. He lwed there
twenty years. Ile died there seven months ago.’

» The lady; a strange l-uok in her eyes, stirred sud—
denl

Clare’s father,
The Yyoung

* Tell me about your

Y.
'Anvd that man was
t Yes.

my bwther 71!

“My poor brolher.
The voung man leancd lorward.

L 'he said, * we have searched for vou in
many p]aces' 'The head of our. firin was ‘your hro-
ther’s altorne¥ and oue of ihe ésecutors of the estate.
The ma.tter of finding the Feirs was placed in 0 my
hands., I have travelled many miles on false clues.
I have advertised. in many sections—and now fto
stumble on you Lke this.’

‘Then we are hehs 1o his ploperty 74 said
lady. R

“He died w1thout a w1ll
only living.kin.® L X

> ‘Does - that mean we are rich:?7’' - )
- - ¢Very, very rich. - -

. -

“1ihe

. They were holh sxlcnt for a moment or two. ’I‘hen

the Tady sighed,

t That comes a llttie late for me,’ she soltly said;
fbut it will be beauliful for Clare.’

_ A troubled look crossed’ ihe'young man's face.,
¢ Clare,” he murmured, . * This' changes everything.’
‘What do you medh ?? o oLt

“Dou't you see? ‘Clare is now a great " heiress.’

A new world opcns
where she will:?

¢ True,” said the lady.

before her, _She can "~ choose

T4 He™

You and Clare are HLjs-

*

50 -

-

) shoulder,

10 Hemy Harlan beiore*1 asked her to .be- my w1ie

f True,’ said- the lady: again. . -

*Sucli a suspicion is shameful,’ he went ‘on. "I‘he
one manly thing for me .10 do 1s,. ;.o release.  Clare
from her promise.’ C .

The lady arose and wenl to the window. - It was
plain that she was -agitated by his bbartlmg news.

Prestntly she beckoned 1o L
" ! Here,'. she szid. ‘Do you see that young woman
colning up the roadway-¢. _lhat is ilhe’ great- heiress.
.And she's something mudh bétwér than that.  She's a
“sweet and lovable- girl, whose. womanly heart can's
bé spoiled by any amount of money. 1 know:. her
Jbetter than any olher living person, Richard Barclay,
and I tell you you have. nothing to. fear.” She turned
and Jooked al him and laid a . slender hand .on his
i Besxdes——-’ she bega.n "
* Yes,” dear lady.’
She softly laughed. -
‘1%, really. looks as il we ought to have a. la,wyet
in the fam.ly. —Lxc.ha,ng;e

Co

Three (iolden ‘B.';l‘ls' and Santa Claus .

- >

-IL has been thoughf rather curious.that the famous’
Medici “fanlily of Florence should have as their em-
-bluh  three, golden palls, which symbol has Ior’ hun-
dreds of yea.rs been ihe pawnbroker’s sign. The enemies
of the Medicis were wonl to laugh in their sleeves,
and say thdt the pa.wnbfokers sigl was-very smtable
as the family bhad raised itselfi to prominence by us-
ury  and money-lchdmg 1he iwo emblems both came
irom the .sawe legend, a very heaultful one’ oi -St.
Nicholas of Bari. « - s - ;

A nobleman of the town of Patara had three beau- -
tiful daughters, whom, being bereft of all his fortune,”
he was unable '[o provide with a inarriage. portion. 1t
seemod . as if, therc was no honorable '‘method t¢ sup-
.port them, and Lhe poor -father was in despair. &St.
Nicholas had heard of he family ; and, as he . had
an enormous fortune, he resolved to -dower the . maid-
cng, who were as goo:l as lhey were Lea.utnt‘ul

Seelung theit house one night, he found an open
window, anrd threw into this.a purse filled with gold.
Witk  1his the oldest daughter was dowered ; and &
second purse coming in- ihe same mysterlous. mannet,
gave Lhe second daughter her marriage portién. The
" nobleman now sdelermined. o keep watch and see who
wag his benefactor, and discovered the saint in the act
of- ihrowing in the third purse. Falling ugion his knees,

he [ather exclainied. "

+* O Nicholas, servant -of God why seek to hide
{hj self from g-la.luude i . :
The good Bishop badg him teli. no .one while he

lived, bul after his demigt the noblema.n related - hlS'
munificence. From this legend arose.-the custom of giv-
[ng Bt Wicholas three bits of gold or golden bhalls is
his emblem.™~.As he was 1ihe patrom. of the Medici,
.and also of the Lombard merchants who emigrated to'
England and ikere set up the (st money-lénding es-
. tablishments and pawnbrokers’ shopa, S0 hlgh and low
“use his emblem—the thiree golden Dballs.

© From this same incidewt is said to he deuved the
‘custom of placing gifts in {he stockings, or in some
countries ihe shons of .children on the eve of . Christ-
mas, and a.ttubu[,mg the gifls.to St, Nicholas under

the= Louupted form of his name, Santa” Cla.us — Ave
Maria.' -

MYERS & co., Den\‘msts, Octagun comei: 0! George
Street. They gun.ra.nbee the Ddighest class of ‘work - at
moderate Fees. Their arthficial teeth give general sat-
isfaction, amd the- fact of them supplylng a tve-mporary
denture while the gums are healing does away.with the
inconvenience of being ' monihs without'“teeth. . They
manufacture a single artificial tooth for Ten ‘SHillings,
and sets egually moderate. The administration of nit-
rous oxide pas is also a grea.t boon to those needmg
the extraction of & tooth... - RPN

HOW TO PAIN'I‘ A HOUSE CHEAP. )
‘In White and Golors, Mixed Heady _for
Carrara Paint lte and Oelows, Mix y Lo

Inside and Qutside Uee. #9-OARRARA
retaius its '@loss and Lustre for st léast five yesrs, and will Jook
better in eight years than lead and ofl painta do in two.~ pap~ USE
CARBARA, the first cost of which. is-no greater than lead and oll
paints, and yonr paint bills will be reduced by over .50.per cen

A beautifully-illustrated booklet, entitled ! How 0 Pnint [} Honn
Chenp,’ will be forwarded free on application,- . -

K. RAMBAY & 00 19 Vogel Btreet,- Dunedin,



