Thureday, January 8, 1907
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Friends at Court -

" GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S CALENDAR

January 6, Sunday.—Feast of ihe Epiphany,
. 7, Monday.-—Of the Cctave.

8, Tuesday.—0f the Uctave.

.9, Wednesday.—OfL the Oclave.

10, Thursday.—Oi the Octave. -

11, Friday.—Of the “Octave.

12, Sanurda.y.ﬂ—Of?the Octa.ve.(.
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TFeast -of the Epiphany. ) !

This festhval is sel apart to solemnly commemo-
rale tlhe coming of the three wise men Irom the liast,
guided By a miraculous star which appearéd 1o then,
and directed ihem to Delliehem, where ihey found-
Christ in the stablé ; here ihey honored and-adored Him

and offered gifts toj,,l-.iim., .
- The Oclave of a Feast,

The octave of a feast is the period of ecight days .
assigned for its celebralion during which is repeaied
every day a_part of the oilice of the feast, as 1he
hyeans, aniiphous, or ‘verses, with, one or several les-
~sons referving lo the subject. On ithe eighih day, .the.
oclave properiy speaking, lhe office is urore solemn than
that of- the preceding days. Generally the most
solemn feasts, like Christmas, Easler, Pentecost,” Cor-
pus Christi, the feast of the patron ,saint, are  accom-
panied by an oclave: - '

GRAINS OF GOLD

GRELETING, NEW YHAR,
Greeting, New Year, upon the threshold standing ! .
© . You find-us guiet—in-the year just fled, T
So many things.wé might have done and said
Whereby the sad world had been comforted. ’ .
You bring us pages of unlolding days,
Bound round with pawn aund patience,-prayer and praise—
.Some joy (we see il in your smilieg eyes)
Because the One Who sends you is so wkse,
Greeting, New TYear, upon ihe ihreshold standing ! __
"In God’s dear Name, unworthy though-1 be,
1 reaechw my’ hards for all you bring to me,
Wilh one fixed thought, to serve- Him faithfully,
Come in, New Year, and may the while-we spend,
Go, purposeful, unto o {fitting end,
So when you stand where stood the vanished year,
I speed you wilth a’ swmilg-and not a tlear,

—

The most falal wreck that can overtake you in times
of sotrow is the -wreck of faith. When _things go
against us, when our. loved ones are faken from us,!
that is not -a call -lo bivter weeping, but to new
duty. - )

Behave as al a banquet—take with~gratitude and
moderation what is -set before you, and seek for - no-
thing more, = A larger and diviner step will be to be
ready awd able Lo forego even that which is given you.

With common diseases strength grows decrepit, youth
loses all vigor, and heauty all charms; music grows
harsh, and conversatipn disagreeable; palaces are pri-
sons, or ‘of equal conknement ; riches are uselessy honor
iand attendance are cumbersome, and. crowns are burdens,
but if Qiseases are painful and. violent, they equal all
conditions of life, make no diflerence between a prince
and a beggar, and an atiock of neuralgia puis a king
on the rack, and makes him as miserable as Lthe mean-
est, the worst, and the most criminal of his subjects.

In ancient tifaes there stood in the citadel of
Athens ‘three statues of Minerva, . The first was of olkve
wood, and, aceording 10 popular tradition, had fallen from
Heaven. The second ‘was of bronze, commemoraling the
victory of*Marathon ; and tlhe third of gold and “ivory— ~
a great miracle of art, in the days of Pericles. - And
thus in the  ciladel -of time stawds man himself, In
chilihood, shaped of soft and delicate wood, just Tallen
from ZIeaved ;. in mavhood a  statue of bronze, com-
memorating slruggle and vietory ; and, lastly,”in  the
maturity of . age, perfecily shaped in gold and ivory— °
a miracle of arli - |

- " R o - i -
. The Rev. J. ,J. Malone, P.P., Baylesford, and 1ile
Rev. W. Ganly, P.P., St. kilda West, leave shortly for
Burope. They will probably be absent ahout twelve

- floor of an old tenement.

months, .

“ The Storyteller

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.

.. " (Concluded from las “;vé-i;k.)

An_hour later he was ushered into the sick-room.
He was mote deeply moved than, he-would have cared
to acknowledge. A veritable iempest of emotion
swept over "him, and in the midst of- it all he found
himgelf marvelling that time had dealt so kindly with
her whom he ‘had {ieated so eruelly.- True, the rav-
ages ol dread i¥phoid were only too evident, but they
couid not conceai the [aet thal in health the victim
had been a handsome, well-preserved woman.

As Durani slowly advanced to the side of the
couch, she exfended 'a, trembling hand, saying:

! Herbert—let me cadll you by the old -name once
more—you were surpiised” to receive my message, but

I could not at tihis hour forget the promise 1 made-to
your dear motlikef, She asked me, as her dying re-
juest, to urge upon you the necessity -of being ~ true
to your. religion, which she discovered -fou neglected
after you becameé a successful broker. To her last
wish let me add my own. - Will 'you not, in considera-
“lion of our old friendship, promise me on m¥y death-
bed to do fhis? I+ will desiroy wmuch of the pikn of
death 1o know thal I, have not beey altogether a
faithless messenger of yBur mother, although I delayed

50 long the delvery ofi her message. She is pray-

ing for you this Christmas Bve,” and I feel that you

cannot remain indiffierent tw her prayers.’ '
The eflort was too much for the invalid. = Her

head sank upon the plllow. Difant vainly tiked to
-conceal his emotion. Speak Le could not, so deeply
* louched was he by the words of his: former?” fiancee,
‘bearing a message-[rom the grave. In a“few minutes
- the sufferer regained her strength. . ’
“Herbert,"”  she repealed, .S my poments here are
numbpered, and -you must answer now. Do ‘you refuse
the only- Tequest 1 ever made of yol%t.
The -battle- was won. Durant, moVed “to the ipner-
most- depths. of his soul, was-only log ‘éager fto re-
Jtrace. his® steps—io  begin all “over again. - He had
succumbed. With his first -step. over the thresHold of
the sick-room, “he - had felt the aimi -arnd aspirations
of lhe recent past siipping away, and .biie spirit of
the earlier; happier days returning. This appeal from
e other world, transmitied Wy one whom he-believed
to be on the- verge of eternity, obliterated {he last
remnant of his powers of resistance. - .
' No, Clara,’ he replied, and there was a world _of
Jdenderness and regret in” his tone; ‘I do not refuse.
The sight of your face has brought me to my senses,
.and T realise now my, mistake. Money came to e,
but- nol happiness. Yel 1- should not complain, for I
received no move than I deserved. I grant your re-
quest. "Will you mnot grant mine? Don': give.up.
Make an ellort fo live, for while .there is life {here
is "hope, Live to help me undo the past. The doctor
orders” me 1o leave you. Before I go let me return
what was.once yours.’, '
_“nd as. he spoke he look from his pocket-book a
- Ibg, which .he slipped upon her finger. And she!
What a iransigymalion ! Amazement, unutterable joy—
these: were the feelings expressed in-the wan counten-

ance. And--they were his only answer, Stooping, he
reverenlly  kissed her brow and withdrew—a changed
man. Not 4o -his lome, but to St. Agnes’ rectory

were. his sleps direcled.” The pastor- had just come
from the.confessional, ami Duraht was closeted wﬁ‘}h“
him for an hour. Then, he started for- bhis home. He
had nobt gone far before he decided that, as he was
happy, he would iry if il were possiblé to make-some
one else happy.. le returned to' Mr. Deberg's afid re-
quested that gentleman io convey to Clara. the intel-
ligence “that his Christmas Holy , Communion would”be
Oiered for her recovaly. - : . -
Then, ¥nowing that Br. Deberg was président of a
~ Conference of the Sociely of St. Vincent de Paul, he
- asked for the rame and- address of some poor [amily,
and was directed 10 tihe most destiltute family on the
Mst. For gt Ieast a quarter of a century he had been
unfamiliar with:~scénes of poverly, and. was not pre-
pated for the spectacle that grected him. on the upper
Here a woman. and five
children made their abode. The foom was almost bare,
there heing no fire and but -2 few "pieces of -furniture
to relieve the desolale scene.: He ‘asked but few ques-
{ions, and then called ihe oldest boy, = manly  little
fellow of twelve years, 1o go with him fo the near-
est department store, where be purchased an oil stova
and a basket of provisions, which they carried in
their arms, as nothing could be delivered that evening,

Direct Disfrihuting Gt_lm"pa'ﬁy

. (Tne House of nuauty},-i‘ """ OGG’S CORNER, SOUTH DUNEDIN,” }

" Have opened up one of the Choicest Stocks of MEN'S MERCERY in Dunedin. .

Al prtioles purchnsed from us are guaranteed. B
) - . . "L GIVE US A TRIAL.



