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NEW ZEALAND TABLET

The St. Vincent- de Paul Society recently formed
here is making splendid progress, and the members are
shbwing great enthusiasm.

The bazaar which was to-have been held at Si. Pat-
rick’s College duriig the holidays in aid of the newly-
[ormed parish at Day's Hay has been posiponed till
next Easter, whea it will be beld in- the Skating Rink.

In comnnection wilh the-recenl changes in the or-

ganisation of the Defence Depariment &t is pleasing_lo

ohserve that Colonel Robeit J. Collins has been  ap-
pointed finance mermber of- tie Defence Couneil, and Mr.
James O'Sullivan Direclor of Stores. The latier gen-
tleman has been Delence Siorekeeper sinee ithe death of
Captain Anderson some few yeats -ago, aud had a par-
iicularly busy and irying time in connection with "t‘he
despatch of the contingenls to South Africa. The
abilities as an organiser he then displayed have 3
him his present recogmition. DBoth geutlemen are o
be congratulaled on the promotion so deservedly con-~
ferred.

Boxing Day was ralher a windy one for ;
yeb it EE esilmated thal over 2000 adults and I(SQU
children attended the outing in the Xoro-korg Gar-
ens, Petone. The spot chosen wa.s_well suited for the
purpose, and the arrangements, carried op.h by an ener-
getic committee, left nothing to be desired. _Special
cire was taken to give tLhe liltle ones an enmy:;.bﬂe
®me, and a special  sporis' programme was provided
for them. The wresiling -and tug-of-wal evenis™ occa-
sipned considerable inlercst. In the lalter event only
two teams™ compeled, oune from Te Aro parish and one
Irom Newtown. The contlest was very exciting, the
first pull going in [favor of Te Aro. The second pull
was a keen fighl, and oune of ihe best yet witnessed.
1t ended as did the third in favor of Newtown. The
challenge cup will thus be held for the coming year by
Newtown. The commiillee are to be commended for
the manner in which the picnic arrangements were con-
ducted. - The secretarial dutles were as usual discharged
by Mr. John Iyland. -

pricnies,

DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN

%o understand that Mr. Donovan, Mr. pe\'lin's col-
league, will address a meeting at Milton on January 8
and in Lawrence on the foliowing day. . .
The annual retreat of the clergy of the diocese will
Legin on Monday, February 4.
‘by the Very Rev. Falher O'Farreli,
cesan synod will be held al its close,
February 8. . .
Rev. Father O'Dwyer, 3.J., is congucting a retreal
at the Convent of Mercy, South Dunedin.
he procesds o Timaru, where he takes charge of the
ladies’ retreat at ihe Sacred Heart Convent, beginning
on January 9.
. Cn the afternoon of Sunday week the Rev. Falher
Corcoran atlended at the Sunday school; Mornington,
which is conducied by Miss D. Purton, and distribu-
ted a number of prizes -to the children. Upwards of
sixty children atlend the sehool, and Father Corcoran
at the conclusion of the proceedings spoke very highly
ol ihe good work dome duriug the year by Miss Pur-
ton and her assisiants, Misses Power, Plunkett, and
Stevenson. Father Corcoran complimented the children
on their regular attendance, and wished them a merry
Christmas and a happy New Year. Father Corcoran
also thanked DMr. Plunkett for his kindness-in giving
the use of rooms for the purpose of the school.

Pontifical High Mass was celebrated at 8t.  Jo-
sepii's Cathedral at 11 o'clock on Christmas Day by
his Lotdship the Bishop, Rev. Fathex Cleary being
assistant priest, Rév., Father Corcoran deacon, . Rev.
Father O'Dwyer sabdeacon, Rev. Falher Coffey master
of cevemonies. The oceasional srermon was preached by
the Bishop.
0. Feil, with Mr. _ A. Vallis at .the organ,
Goungd's Nog, 3 Mass—a composition never heard here
belore. As' an offertory the choir sang the ° Adeste
Fkdeles.” The outgoing march, Guilmant's ¢ Fantasia on
Christmas Theimes,” was played by Mr. A. Vallis. At
\Sfe‘:;pers the preacher was the Rev. Father O'Dwyer,

C.83.R. The dio-
on Friday,

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

{From our own gorres;pondent.)

December 29.
The approximate number of members of the affili-
ated Oatholic clubs in KNew Zealand to the Federation
was given hy Mr. T. Adams at the social as 1500.

Speaking at the Cathohe Club’s ‘social the Rev.
Father (’Connell said that up 1o the present fifiy
priests for the various Marist missions had heen or-

dained Irom the DMeanee ecclesiastical seminary.

won -

1t will be conducled -

At its close.

The choir, under {he conductorship of Mr. .
sang'

Owing to his removal to Wellington Mr, C. Laf-~
ferty has resigned {rém the presidency of the Christ-
church tatholic Club, Mr, W, Hoban, the well kpown
solicitor, has accepted “ithe appointment 1o the ‘posi-
tion, armd with his ability and wide experience should
wake an admirable leader. e -~ . -

We desire, said M,r. A, H. Casey,.vice president of
-the Calholic Clubs’ Federation, at tie “social, that the
' N.Z, Tablet ' should be found in every club room and
every Catholic home in the Japd—sentiments which
were evidenvly universaily shared in judging by the- ap-
plause they met -with. . . s

An inter-club debate hetwecn representatives of Wel-
luglon and Christchurch, Catholic Clubs was -entered
into on Christmas evening in the rooms of: the lat-
ier, The subjeel, the rights and wrongs:-of the to-
talisalor, was .very hecnly coniesied; with the result
that Christechurch  was awarded the wictory on poinis
gainul. My, A, I Casey, vice-president of the Federa-
tion, -presided, and there was an attendance of about
130, -inchuding jadies.  BMessrs,- . dmonds, R. MeNam-
ara, amd J. -R. Hayward spoke for Christchureh, and
Messrs., . Gamble,. M. hane, and 8. Moran for Wel-
lington. Messrs.,  Reichel (Wellinglon) and - Deanehy
{Clristchyurch) acted—as judges. . | . A

A ‘“camp”’ in conuection wilh {he Federated Cath-
olic Younzg Men's Socielies'of- New Zealand has  been
formed in -this eily, consisting of ten ienis ard a
marquee, amd is situated on -the Cathedral grounds.
All the local arrangements were made. by the Catholic
Club  miembers here, and up to ihe present akout
fifty visitors irom ‘all parls of the Uclony have availed
themseives of the excellent plan adopted for-their® ac-
commodation, comiorl, and sight-secing facilities, The
main object7in “view is lo provide a common-meeting
place Tor visiling members of the Federation to view
the Iixhibition, tu become acquainted with one andther,
and -10 -more fully enjoy their- holiday here. To aec-
complish this result noghing has been left wundone,
Members commenced | Lo arrive on Christmas eve, and on
Christmas  morning  the camp was formally opened.
Breakfasl is supplied each morning by a city caterer,
and afterwards during lhe day:-the campers furnish
{heir individual! resources. Mr. A. 11 Uasey, - vice-
president of the Federation, is in charge, and the pre-
%I’dent, Mr. Leydon, is expected to arrive at the New'

ear. .

On Thursday evening a ‘smoke social ’ wags 1in-
dercd by ihe Cluistchurcii Catholic Club to the visifors.
My.. W. Hoban (president) presided al a gathering of
rover a hundréd. The clergy were represented by  the
Very Rev. Father Le Menant des Cheésnais, V.G, and
Rev. Father O’Counell. Thé Iunclion, a most enjoy-
able one, was held in ihe Catholic (lub rooms, nicely
decorated for tihe occasion. An excellent ‘supper was
provided and a lenglhy toasl-lisi honored. ~ The health’
of the clergy was proposed by Mr. J. R, Havywand
and respomded 1o by the Very Roev: Father Le Menant
des Chesnais  and Father. O'Connell. *The  WVisitors'’
was resporded to by Messvs, Casey (Wellington), Dee--
han (Dunedin), G'Connell (Femuka), M. Daly (Hokitika),
Dufty- (Greymoulh), Hogan H{Wanganui), Hooker (Ha-
wera), and -Simms (Waimate)., * The Federated Socie-
ties ' was. proposed Ly Mr. T, Adams and responded
to by Mr. A: I1, Casey and Mr. M, McKeowen, and
! The Christehurch Calholic Club,’ proposed by = Mr.
Reichel, was respondel 1o by 3JMr. D. Bdmonds - and
the secretary of ihe club. * Kindréd Societies ' was
proposed by Mr. B, O'Connell and responded {o by re-
presentatives of the ITibernians and St. Vincent de
Paul Socjelies. Interspersed wilth ihe toasis,. songs
were conlributed by  Messrs. Hogker, Boveridge, C,
Goggin, R. Petersen, and W. Hallin ; Mr. Dechan played
a fiute wolo, and Mr. T1. McKeowen
MeNamara recibed.

and Mr, R:

— DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND
(Fram our own cortrespondent.)
. : ,  December -26.

The Masses in the churches yesterday were well
attended. At St. Patrick’s the first Mass was at six
o'clock, and Masses weve oflered up .every.hall hour
until 14 o’clock. Al 11 o’clock- High Mass was cele-
brated by ihe Rev. Father Houlbrook, Rev. Father
Farthing being deacon, Rev. Father Murphy “sub-deacon.
His Lordship the Bishop was present in the sanctuary,

amd alfter 1he first Gospel ©  addressed the
congregalion on {he- day’s festival, While " con-
gregalions, he said, had asscmbled within 1hese
walls in vears past, tlo comniemgrate the ’

feast of Nativity, olhers would follow in a like manner,
still i1he celebration would ro on, That it could never

fade in the memories nf the faithf"l was but the <ure
sigi of ity divine orfigia, After the Mass, the Rev.
.Father Molloy, an behalf of 1he priests and the choir,
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