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duce it-falling shart - by- about £400, 000 in each of the
years 1801 and 1802, and (despite doubled duties on
spirits, malt, teas, and tobacco) by much larger sums
in 1804 and 1811. The limits of the couniry’s taxable
capacily had been plaiuly passed. Iere is the. resiult
as stated in the able woLh on the Financial Relatlons’
by Mr. Lough, M.P.

* Only tlhe sums wlmh have been sebt out were act-
ually collected, the balanee being added to the pre-
Union debt. ln ihe seventeen- years' (to 1817) * the
tobal amount u,quneu for her separate charges and her
share of the joint- expenditure was, roundly, a hundred
and sixty-two millions. Of this sum she paid about
Lalf, and the other moiely was added .io her debt,
wikch amounted at the ciose of ~ihe period altog;ethel
to about a hundred and  thirteen millions, . . Al
the commencewment, the debt of Ireland was to the debt
of Great Britain as one s to filteen and a half. The
amounts added to each during the seventeen vears were
as -one is to six and a -half; and the increase was
294 per ceal. in the Irish dubb while it was only
65 per cenb. in the . debb of (n.cat Britain.’

In the period under consideraton (1801-1817) Ive-
land’s debt arose from a ralio of one to fifleen and
a hali tv a ratio of Lwo to seventeen to the debt
of Great Britain. Then it pleased the Westminster
Parliament to withdraw ihe modest financial * protec-
tion ? that the Act of Union had given to the poorer
count:y.  Fiseal distinctions between ihe two nations
were abolished ; by some sirange freak of Looking-
C(ass Land reasoning, it was decided that-tihe dispro-
pottionate increase in Ireland’s debt had made uver all
ithe morve fit to bear the burden of egual 1axation
with ler richer neighbor; and the last state of the
home of the western Celt became worse ihan the first. -
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Between 1826 and 1850 Imperial taxalion in England
was reduced by one-third (from €3 10s to £2 7s 8d
per head). In Ireland it remelined practically the
same (14s 5d per head in 1820 and 13s 11 in 1850).
Between 1841 and 1851, famine, pestilence, and whole-
sale eviclions reduced the populalion of -the counity
by 1,622,739 souls—despite the natural increase that
took place during that tieriible decader of concentrated
woe. The  Stalist’ (the Ieading English financial
paper) points oubt dn {he course of a recent article
that {he repeal of ihe Corn Laws at 1lhe heginning of
ithe great famine smote the Irish farmers terribly,
converted wvast arcas of cultivated land into pasturage,
turned adrift ‘immense numbers of laborers,” and sent
ihem thronging into the “citly shums or hurrying across
‘the scas io America or the British colonies, And_he
it noted that in Ireland ‘-the sufferings of agriculture’
(as the * Stalist ’ remarks) were not, as in the richer
country, England, ‘made up for by the increased
prosperity of manufacturcs, industry, and " trade'®; for
‘in Ireland there were practically no manufactures and
very little trade.” Yet iLis period -of ruin, of °com-
plete economic and social revolution ' (as the ‘Statist’
calls 1ty was chusen by the. Wesbminster. Parliament
for the imposition of fresh fiscal burdens upgn* a
broken -and impoverished countiry. In the famine years
ithe slarving and pest-stricken people were ¢ relieved’
by loans amouning to four and a half millions ster-
ling. Repaymenl of the loan (with interest)}« began
forthwith—while 1ile hinged coffins were still at their
ghastly work., When the repayment of the famine loans
had been in good part efiected; the balance was, as
an act of grace, ‘remitted ’~in consideration of the
new taxation.that had been imposed and was to he
imposed upon the unhappy ,\c\ountry, already bLled white,
ard exhausted by the dba.th h.gotiy of Forty-six and of.
Black Forty-seven. It was a shrewd hargain, as the
_followtng extract from Lough's work amply shows :
‘The taxes imposed between 1853 and 1860 have -pro-
duced at least three millions a year for forty years.
This swn capitalised would amount to -well over two
hundred millions. And this is the price that Ireland
has paid for the trivial relief of four and " half mil-
llons in 1846-7.°

“{ion  halved ;

_ injure Ireland, but to bhenefit England ;

The Financial Relations Committee declared ¢ that
the Act of Union imposed upon ‘Ireland a burden which
as cvenis showed, she- was unable to bear’; that
“ihe relative taxable capacity of Ireland ' ‘is not esti-
mated by any.of us as exceeding.one-twentieth of. that
of England —as against. the lmperial charge of two-
seventeenths extending over a century; * that the in-
crease ol taxation laid upon Ireland between 1853 .and
i860 was nol justified by tlre then existing circum--
stance *; and ihat it added an ‘unfair burden of about
two and a guarter million per annum to the alveady
undue drain upod the poorer country's resources. During
the -past cemtury ihe Brilon has had his Imperial taxa-
the Irishman has had his doubled—while -
in ahoul ﬁ,ity years ithe population ithat has to meet
.lhese increased exaclions has decreased by fitty per’
cent. -The -drain still goes drearily on, and the burden
slill grows heavicr. And .all this, let it_be borne _in
mind, is independent of the coloss.al folly and extra.va—
gance of ilhe “services inside’ Ir¢land—the ¢ Cagtle ' with
its forly deparbments, the military police, the Juschclary
and the horde of useless and high-salaried placemen
that are fasfened like vampires upon the veins of the
country. * When everytbing is said, the fact remains’,
says the ¢ Stalist’', * that the decay of Ireland during
the past sixty-five years is mainly “‘the result of the.
policy of Emngland—a policy adopted nat,- of course, 10 -
slill a policy
which incidenfally has had “the result of, in tihe first
place, deslroying ihe one great Irish industry, and, in
the second place, of burdening Treland with a taxation
altogelher out ol proportion Lo her resqurces ’,

Thanks ! _

" Our prateful acknowledgments to ihe -numerous
friends and well-wishers who have done us the honor

ob- sending their -kindly greelings Lo us for the Christ-
Child day and” the new year!

Notes
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Not so Distant .

" The * Revue ITebdomadairé ’ has heen taking a glance
at -the past through the medium of a ealculation that
has an effect ana.logous lo that which a telescope pro-
duces upon the Dbodily vision. This is how the ‘ Ave
Maria ' translates the French review : * We imagine that
the number of 5ene1atmns since the time of our Lord
is enormous. Yet it "is "not. An individual twenty
yeats of age at the date of the Birth of Christ could

- have been an eye-witness of lhe great events of MHis

life. © Supposing this individual to have lived more than
fvur " score years, ‘and ab eighiy (the year 60 A.D.) to
have {ransmitted the iradition to another person twenty
years old; that, moreqgver, - this second person did the
same to”a third, and soon down to the presen da.y,
thirly-two gencra,ilona only would be needed to bridge
the time between our Saviour and us. Similarly, only
seven generalions separate us from the date of America's
discovery by Columbus, TFinally, accepting the chron-
ology that puls the Birth of Christ ii the year 5498
of 1he creation of the world, one hundred and twenty-
three genoralions would carry us back te the time -of
Adam and Eve; that * is, one. hundred and . twenty-
threc separate 11ves would sufice to hand down the
tradilions of ihe Garden of MXden.? <ot
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" ARCHDIOCESE OF WELLINGTON
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(From our own correspondent.)

December 28, -

The Masses and evening devotions on Christmas Day
were largely "attended, and numbers approached. -the
Holy Table, A specxal fealure at Sb. Mary of the
Anzels’ Chureli was the congregational slng\lng of dhe
Christmas carols.
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