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Mr. Devlin in reply. spoke of the goed work being
done by the Scciely both in" Ireland and Australia,
totched upon 1hé work of the Irish Parly and. the
prospects of IHome Rule, and Lhe good will and gener-
osity ‘of the ITrishmen he had met in every land. Ile
paid a high tribute to Bro. I'. Burke (his host duor-
ing his- stay in Christchureh) for his kindness. -

- On arriving -at DMouni Magdala the visitors- were
met by the Very Rev, Dean Ginaty, and received it
the convent by uhe Rev. Mother Superior and
Sisters Over the enirance gate a fioral arch had heen
erected, surmounted by the words, ‘ Cead mile failie.’
After an inspeclion
adjourned to a large -room where the inmales greeled
the visitors wilh musical ilems, Here Mr,
party were formally welcomed by Very Rev,
Ginaly. Mr. Devlin thanked ihe Community for
hindly welcomeé, and conglatuialed them on the resulls
of . 1heir good work, After parlaking of the hospital-
isy of 1he Community the pariy proceeded 1o the
orphanage, where an enlertainment was provided hy
the children. "The manuer in which- the various ifenrs
were given reflected the greaiesl credit on the pains-
-taking Sisters and . iheir . pupils.

Mr. Devlin congratulaled boih teachers and children
on the excellence of the enter{ainment. ’ .

On the trip to town a handsome sum was collecled
among the party for the henefil of 1he children’s
Christmas i(reat. Mr. Devlin expressed himself ‘as de-
lighted with the districl ‘isited, and said that words
failed- him 1o say all that he would like of the kind-
ness of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, and of ihe
admirabie work {hey were engaged. in.
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(From our own correspondent.)
. December 22.

The Rev. Father QGogglin has so far received over
£100 from the parish of Te Aro to aid the work of
ihe Crusade of Rescue. Op Sunday the colleclion” ati
Thorndon realized over £50. The repreSentaiives are
more than pleased wiih the result, -

Hlis Grace the Archbishop administered the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation {o a large number of candidales
in Sti. Joseph's Church, Buckle street, on Sunday
morming. The ceremony was notable for the many
adult candidates, -both male and female, for the most
past converts to the Fallh. Bi® Grace, in a Dbrief
discourse, explaimed . the nature and effects of the Sac-
raluent. In the evening at St. Mary of the Angels’
Church, Bouleoit street, the ceremony of the renewal
of the baptismal vows took place. An address 1o Lthe
children was delivered by the Rev. Father Kimbell in
the presence of. a crowded congregaiion.

Naplier
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{From our own correspondent.)

Our local Catholic sciiools have had their annual

- dislribution of prizes. The vesulls . of t{he
tions have been most gratiiying, and are
. tive that a good year's work was done,
An Auckland syndicale has made an offer to .lhs
Borough Coungil 10 supply the town with electriv light
=and electric trams. The matter will be discussed at
the next meeting of the Council. )
_ Matlers in connection with the coming visit of the
‘Irish Delegates to Napier are moving apace. Small
subscriptions are slill comihg' in, and - the sccretary
feels assured that Mr. Devlin will be presented with a
cheque for at least “£300 from Napier. Hastings will
probably alse subseribe a handsome sum to the cause.

proof posi-

DIOCESE OF CHRISTCHURCH

(From our owm correspondent.)
. - December 29.

Enormous crowds are pouring into the city ; trains
and steamers bringing thetr hundreds. The chief &at-
traction is; of course, tlhe pgreat Exhibilhon - which,
owing to the holidays, is drawing its tens of thous-
a.1_1d_s. It is estimaied that thers are VErY many more
vigitors here than during Carnival week, the accommo-
daiion bogey being apparently * laid low.’
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Appropriale 1o Christmas .a crib was
erecled in the Cathedral.
Mass, and Vespers ihe
fully sung. . e

The very Rev, Falher Clune, C:83.R., is conduct-.
ing the annual retreal for the Sisters of the Misdiois,
which commenced on last Wednesday at . the Monastery
of "the Sacred Heatl, ’ i

Missions by the Redemplorist Tathers will he
opencd at St. -Agnes’ Churvel,- Halswell, and St. Anne’s,
Woolston, on Sunday, and un lhe following Wednesday.

. at the Church of the Sacred fleart, Addington.

The Very Rev. Father Ise Menant des - Chesnais,
V.G., distributed the prizes in connection with the
Cathedral parish -gizis’) schooi prior to the Christmas
vacation. At the 1lalsweil and Addington Catholic day
schools the prizes were distribuled by the Rev. Father
Peoples. : 7
~ The devoled Sisters of Nazarveth,
endeavor it ‘is {o brighten the
young aml aged,

as usual
Al the children's. Mass, High
¢ Adeste Fideles ' was beauti-

whose consbant |
lives of-lheir- charges,
generally -conilrive at Christmas 1o
excecd their wonted  hospilality, and thus add still
more tu the happiness of all.- The present festive
season proved no excepiion 1o this rule. - A Christmas -~
tiee of holly’ hasl onn its Lrarches a giit Iop  every
onu ob ‘the "thirly-five little .children, whose  young
hearts were cheered in” & measure good to behold.

‘Bpeaking av '1lhe close” of the mission on' last Sun-
~day the Very Hev, I'ather Clune expressed ihe exceed-
Ing " gratifitation of himsell and lhe other Fatlhers at
tne mauner i which’ the sersices had been attended.
That the mission had proved eminently successful was-

« amply  testified 10 by the great number ~of communi-
cants. ‘ Hold sleadfasi - {o what you _have gained,’
were his,_ parting® words, repeated again and again: in
his concluding discourse. ’

Masses ™ were celebrated at St. Mary’s, Manchester
sireet, on Christimas Day- at 7 and 9.30 o'clock. Sol-
emn High Mass ab eleven o’clock. was celebrated ~ by
the Rev. Father Hickson, the Rev.- Father Gilbert be-
“ing deacon, and Rev. Fatlher Francis (Clune), C,P.,
subdeacon. The music by the choir, assisted hy mem-
hers of the ITxhibiivion Ovebesira, consisted of portions
of Gounpd's ‘Messe Solenneile’ and Von- Weber's ‘Mass,’
The Rev. Father Hickson briefly addressed the congre-
galion on the subjectt of the day’s festival, There
weie Vespers -and Benediclion of the ~Blessed Sacra-
ment in the evening, the llev. Kather Hoare officiat-
ing. - - .

On 1ihe eve of Christmas a few friends with kindly

thoughtininess provided a pleasing little entertainment
for ihe inmates of Nazarelh ITouse. Most of the items
were given by 1the talenled Ralph family, now visiting.
this " city. Mr..and Mrs: Ralph each gave pianoforte
seleclions, Mr. Gerald Ralph (of the _ISxhibition

Orchestra) contributed artisiic violin solos, Mr. W.

Ralph songs and recilations, and Miss Vera Barker
some cleverly execuled dances to” -the acecompaniment of
her sisler, Misg Lollie Barker.. The thanks of the in-
mates were gratelully expressed by two of their num-
ber, and also by one of the'-children for the exceed-

The three weeks' mission by the Redemptorist
Fallrers was broughtl-to 2 close on-last Sunday., A
special Mass was celebrated at cight o'clock by ihe
Very Rev, Father Clune, whea a great body of men
approached 1he HMHoly Table. Subsequenily addressing
the congregation, the Very Rev. Father said that such
a sight as witnessed t{hal morning was never hefore
seeit in  this city. All the Catholie men’s societies
were fully represented, and he urged every man to be-
come associaled with one or other of "them. Tan the
evening there was a very large congregation, The
Very Rev. _Fallier Clune preached from the text, ® Be
ye faithful until death,’ and at the conclusion of a
parlicularly fine discourse solemnly %losed the mission
with, the Papal blessing, ~ -

At the Cathedral on Christmas morning Masses were
celebrated at hali-hour intervals from six ‘o’clock until
ten, each heing “well attended. There.was. Solemn
Iligh Mass at.eleven o'clock, the Rev. Father (’Con-
nel being- celehrant, the Very Rev. - Father Clune
deacon, and Rev. Father. O'Dwyer subdeacon. The
Very Rev. Vicar-Ueneral preached appropriate {o the-
occasion, and exlended heartielt greetings to 1ihbe
congregation on Lehalf of the clergy. Turner’s Mass
ol the Good Shepherd was sung by the choir. After
Vespers in 1he "evening the Rev. Father Lowham,
(C.S8.R., preached an impressive discourse from the
text, * Fear not, for hebold I bring you tidings of
great joy.'. Beaediction of the Dlessed Sacrament was
. given by the Rev. Father Clafley, 8.J., attended hy
the Very Rev. Father Clune, C.SS8:R., and Rev. Father
Francid (Clunej, C.P. The sanctuary decorations were'
very effective, and the high aitar a pieture_of loveli-
ness. . . . .
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