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Catholic prisomers weic comunitied - ff;r less  than.a
fortnight (through inability (o pay fines); that thirty-

eight per cent, of them were imprisoned for but a -

woek or less; and that only four per cent. of ihem
had 1o serve sentenees of three months or longer. 'Lhe
figures 16 which our contemporary refers were, of course,
those circulated by the ** Protestant Press Bureau ! iu
its anti-Catholic campaign of which Mr. Edwin Charles,

a pressman, wiote ithe other day that never in the’
course of twenty-five years' press. experience has he
seeny Lhe like of_ it for’ willul misrepresentation and

unblushing mendacity, For ourselves, we came to Lhe
conciusion long rince that the effusions of--the “Proles-
tant- Press Bureau ' ave uttetly unwortﬁy of serious
wotice in our columns.’

Mr, Vincen! Crummnles used to ‘gafr' in ali soris
of plays in order to justify tle-introduction of the
‘infant phenomencn’'. And our readers may depend
upon il that the cheap, sireel-corner ‘order of contro-

versialists will from timne to time Lesort to the ous-
tomary journalistic . * gag ' “for the” purpose. of intro-
ducing these * faked ' Liveipeo) statistics and drawing 4
shocked .* moral’ Irdnmt them to the disadvarlage of
the ¢ Hoemmh ' Church. - ta the, circumstances, it is
well to know that tie ©authority * for lhose sham
" slatistics-’ is uot the * Catholic Times ', but the 'Pro-
iestanl Press DBureau'. And if its other efloris are on
a par with this, we can weil upderstand “why Mr.
Edwin Charles scourged it mo lustily for * willul mis-
represeniatlion and unblushing mendacity.' -
o * -

Relerring, to the frawdulent misstatentenis of thair
retigious bétief so Irequently made by prisomers in this
and other English-speaking countnes we said in oir

issue of September 20 ‘Intries of the LBllglOliS Pro-
fession of ‘prisoners are made for Lwo purposes—with a
view to spiritmal minisirations. and for statistical infor-
mation and comparison. Xor this latter purpose, ac-
euracy hecomes a matler of public right and of scientific
-and moral interest, and it siould be secured by ade-
fuate plcca,utxom Such affirmations as to religious pro-
fession should be taken as statutory declarations, in
which [al:e stalements would be_ punishable as perjury.
The details of ~this much-needed change could be readliy
worked oul, and a few proseculions for perjury would
serve to convince even the criminal fraternity that, in
iliis matter at least, truth-telling is the hetter policy.’

et

Mock Conciliation

Some lime ago (as the cables suﬂwmutiy informed
us) M. Clemenceau (the FErench Premier) and M. Briand
- (Minister of Worship) played ihe lion-and roared-far-
resounding . lhreats as to what would happen  tihe
Church in France on the ldateiul day (Deccmber 12)
when the Separation Law would come into pperation.
But _as the momenlous date approached, {hey changed
their note and, by comparisol;, roared ‘ as gently as aly
sucking dove '—as mildly ' an 'twere a nightingale '. The
French Ministry was placed belween thé upper and the
nether millstones. On_the che sile there lay the ex-
treme probabilily of grave distirbanges—ammounting pos-
sibly o something like a state of insurreclion—over
wide districts of the counlry. Ou dhe other side,
there were the raucous clafors of the Extreme Left,
calling for a regime of- swilter .and more savage pro-
scription  against relxgwu and ‘Lhose Who practise it,
‘In a situation of such delicacy',. -says the ~ L.ondon
* Tablet’, ‘a policy of blusler would be provocative
and dangerous, and iherefore {he most- elchlentaly pru-
dence—coupled with an anxiety-for the safety of = tinbr
own skin—suggested to ihe Govunmeut an attltme and
tone _of concilialion’. in ihe course of a long policy
speecih in  the Lh.unoel ol Deputies a' few weecks ago,
"M. Briand, with roundaboui politeness, made it clear
that the (tovernment were nol to, be driven into ihe
dangerons extremes favored by such. men as Combes
and Pelletan. e even spoke in tones of nnaccustomed
respect of the Popc andl lhe Bishops. He dismissed

- edly.

©oenly

the Des Houx hoaxes—the ‘ Matin's ' sham ° Catholic’
associations of worship as ‘caricatures’. He pgra~
ciously announced ~that tike refusal to form (uncanoni-
cal) associations of worship would not be- regarded as
an. act of revolt against the law of the land. He
stated furthermore.that (contrary to previdus intima- =
{ions) the clergy would not “he dep-nved of their civii
righls as ° oflicials of a foreign power’, and that the
churches set aside for public worship. would r€main
open to the clergy to minister in, and to the people to
pray in, whether singly or in commeon. * We will leave
You the churches—on .sufferance’, said M. Briand to-
the clergy. *Public worship .will \go on uninterrupb-
You can take aclva.nbage of the law 1eg;ula,tmg

‘mbuc meetmgs
x

A few weeks preuously the Govamment had decla.red
that- ! sans ‘1 association. culluelle, 1a. celebra.tnon du
cuile devient iegalemeni impussible --apart from  the
oxciusively 1ay; associations for pu_bhc worship, the
celebration of worship would become impossible through~
oul France. It was likewise announced that the Govern-
ment. would legalise these associations Whatre\’(.‘.l. {heir
religious belicls or disbeiiels might be. And they sa
far acted  upon Lhis declaration as to hand over the
legal. gwnelsh;p of the thurch™ property at Culey and .
Puymasson lo * caricatuve * associailions which were
openly and notoriously in schism amd, rebellion aga.mst

the ceclesiasiical authority. " The Clemenoceau Mm1s-
iy, now finds ihat it has bitten off a bigger chunk’ of
persecution  lhan it can  well c¢hew. The “Bloc’. is.

“blocked ' just when it was getting its forces together
for the grand assault updn Christianity in Prance:
h L] ¢
“If this change of voice betdkened a change of heart, -
it would bhe as weicome in_the _fervor of poltical
feeling in France' as “the cowing-up. of the cool ‘south-
buster * at lhe close of a sweltering-day in Syd-
ney. But in ‘the Third Republic, pohcles and pohtaca.l
parlies arc as shifting
. © ¢ And vatiable a5 the shade
By the lighl guivering aspen made *
The ministerial stalement looks unnnsta.ka.bly like a min-
isterial weakening belore the perils of a position  from
which even the Man of Blood and Iron might well re-
coil. AMoreover, the new ulilerances of M. Clemenceau
and his atheisfic confreres must be read side by side
with ministerial pronouncements made in moments _of
official candor. We cannob, for instance, afford to for-
gel the boast -of -M. Clemenceau that he had . scaled
heaven ant dethroned God, And M. Briand’d soft

" phirases of -a few weeks ago are not set in iheir full

context 1ill we place them side by side with the declara-
tion of ‘war which (with a collective ‘ we') he made

against Christianity a short tiile beforehand at -
the Teachers’ Congress at Amjens '— .
‘We must gel rid of Christianity, We , have

hunted Jdesus Christ oul of the schools, out of the uni-
versity, out of the hospitals, the refuges, nay, even-
out of the gaols and the lupatic asylums. We must
now hunt Him out of the Government of France.’

And on the very day previous to-M. Briamd’s de-
clatation of ministerial policy, his confrere, M. Viviani
(Minister, of Labor), made the following further hrag-
gart declaration of war on religion, which (be it noted)
was placarded by the Government on 1he walls ~of
every tov\nha.ll in France :—

©All of us together<first bY our forefathers,- ihen
by our. fathers, and now Dy ourselves—have- been at-
tached Lo the -work of anti-clericalism apd 1nehg10nr
We lave snabched the human consecience from belief in
the Bevond. lo"'ethel, too, we have with one sweep-
ing gesture quenched - in- heaven the lights that shall
mever Dhe rekindled. Do vou think that the work C s at

an_eald ? No, il is but commencing. Do you think
ylnt’ it has no morrow 7 Lo, the morrow is dawn--
ing. .

French Calholics know very well

by frhls time

“thal they have no ]usnce to0. expect from the Clemen-

ceatt Ministry, atd only as much mercy as overruling
circumstances may compel the Christ-hunters to show.
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