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GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR
‘December 30, Sunday.—St. Blizabeih of Hungary, Widow..
31, Monday.—SEL. Sylvester I., Pope and Con-
8SS0L.:, - Lt :
January 1, Tuesda§.—Feast-ol the Circumcision. :
" 2, Wednesday.—Octave .of St, Stephen. .ol
3, Thursd_ay.—i-?qitﬁla.ve —ol Bt. John, Evange-
- * list, - 1
s . 4, Friday.—Octave of the Iloly Innocents.
5, Saturday.—Vigil of the Epiphdny.

———

ETHEL’S ANSWER

It was Christmas Iivé, and the sieepy little village
*t « of Preston has awakened from iis--usual indifierence to
¢ assume " the - holiday spirit. The pretly stone church
~on  the hill had been occupied :all.day .by the young .
“ladies of the pavish,” whose busy -fingets. had so skill- -
fuily <ecoraled it wilh the loals™ of "pines and’ cedars
.brought by -the young men from.the snow-covered
. woods, and- by ‘night it -was a bower. of rustig
beauty. e . T
When the last touch had been given to dhe’ cave
of Bethlehem, almost, . bidden  under "a profusign’ of
, green, tht happy Workeérs' took " Lleir, depdrture. As
Ahey passed into the. dark, . gloomy istrect, the -snow
came down “in a riotous flurry, so.that Ethel Bland-_
ford gladly accepléd for hersélf .apd several Iriends an
invitation 1o ride home in- Frank Marshall’s new . cui--
~lerr - T i
' Ethel was the most accomplished and “beautiful girl
of 1he village, and ilhe daughter-of a  widowed| mo-
: ther,~whose inheritance .had been spent by -a profiigate
husband, When the ehiange cdime from affivence.to - po-
verly, Mrs. Blandford gave. up - her elegant mansion and
moved_ into @a® small house. Fer health. declined, and
:181hel * took entire charge of -the family and the educa—
-iion ‘of her brothers”and sisters. - Mrs. Blandford's'in- .
come was a_mere. pittance-compared 1o what it had
‘been a few “years previous; so ihat. il was scarcely -
suflicient to maké ¢ both ends meet.! With~ the as-
sistance of Ithei and by making over the many par-
“ments the little ones required, shemajaf@dl to keep,
lhe wolf from_the

r
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St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Widow.

St. Elizabeih was the daughter of the King of Hun-
gary, and the wife *of Louis, Landgrave of Thuringia.
She was remarkable ot her charity, and took o special )
delight in scrving the sick with her own hands. On ¢
ithe dealh -of her husband, S(, . FElizabeth was driven
from her home, and reducéd lo take shelter with™ her
children in -a hbuilding .that " had been used for swine.
"These and other privations she bore uncomplainingly.
She died in 1231, m t.h:: 24th year of her age. .

E1. Syivester, Pope and Confessor.

Si. Sylvester, a native of Rome, was called +to.-
rule the Church during the twenly-one years which fol-
lowed the accession ©f Constantine. One of his prin-
cipal caies was 1o provide churches for 1he  faithful,
who were now, for the first 1lime; allowed perfect lib-
erty in the exercise of their religion. The ‘most - im-
portant evenl in the pontificate of St Sylvester was
the celebration of "the First CGeneral Council, which

. - : “WEer
was presided over By the Papal legates, and in  which sometimes nob  far m;i:;).r., a‘]'thm,]g.;h his gtggs ; ¢
the e;ror‘sroi Arius were condemned. St Sylvester Fihel was a great favorts in the community, " for
died in 335, s ' shie was kind {o all and.interestcd herself in every-

‘L thing ‘tending ‘to promote ihe happiness of her neighhors.
.-GRAINS OF GOLD. - She was & devoted Catholic, and her greatest plessure
. —— was 1o be present at the daily Mass.”  But even
A- LEGEND OF THE NATIVITY. this comforf she denled herself rather ‘{than permit- the

- P . household duties to devoive upon her delicate mother:-
Tie cliliy, wind-swept stable-home When sacrifices were to be made, Ef{h#l was -always
A hoiy Temple hath become, N expected to make them, nor did she: ever /disappoint -
And Mary worsp;psaa.t the shrine -#1he family. . - i -
Of Emmanual Divine, N For several years the rieh and ~aristocr@ic Frank-
Prostrate, adoring - kisses meel Marshall had been ‘a visitor at the-Blandford -ottage,
She presseth to His Sacied | feet where he spent atb least two evenings each  week.
Who lielh where the beasls have {rod, Ethel gave him. no reason to, hope tThat she.- cared
While in greal awe she doth repeat-- more for him ihan she did :for several other young

My God! my God! ~ | men _who came frequently (o hér mother’s. She did fob "

The catile’s straw-sirewn stable-home
A Royal Palate hath becdme ;

Before Ilim, throned upon the mow,
Apain our Lady sweel; doth bow,

In homage kissing His" dear hand
Who earth and livaven doih command,
While in great rapiurecdolh she sing

darée ask hefself whelher she loved him or whether he
foved her. Hé had not anuounced his love, and she did
. Dol suppose he would--care Lo mairy a poor girl.” Mrs.-
Blandford realised that he was in- love with Ethel, .
and, while she would not object to the match, - -she
Jregretted that he was an agnosbi_q[jas;hm; own hushand
had leen. : . - -

With all 1l i 1 bande Ethel alighted from ihe ~conveyanre at her own
- th all ¢ Ml§ glﬁlél?g ma;lgﬁinaaﬁd .own  door, lhanked F¥Frank for his: thoughtiul findness,

- ) ™ ’ and at once cntered the honse 1o begin her second
Bul mow the stable halh hecome day's labor.. She must hang a‘lew wréaths on- the'

The Holy Infant's earihiy home,

walls  of iheir humble little parlor, dress the- Christ-
And Mary sloops to lift and hold, -

mas tree, and have the children’s clothing ready for
And fondly to her bhosom fold, them to put on to go to the five o’clock Mass. When
This Child of glory and of grace she had finished her labors and was taking a little
Apd shower soft kisses, on His Iace: _ L rest, Frank- was shown inlo {he room. He wasalways
‘ My Love ! My own most precious One ! - a Wwelcome guest, being bright, light-hearted, and ind.
Come to Thy Mother's” dear embrace— © Although by. far ' the wealvhiest man in the village, he
' My Son! Iy Soa !’ .. was considerate to all, even to the priest, whom ‘he

i .~ Boston Pilot. visited in case of sickness or, distress. Ethel noticed

as he cnbered .lhe room that his face-was not lit-up

with t1he” light -ihat usually glayed around his - hand-

‘some . features, -and. she Imagired he was not at case.
Before~she had time to try to account for the

“change in - the manncr

f)very moment of time may be made to. bear the
burden of something whicl_is “eternal, + __ -

The good God has measured oul our

years ; tand

U ) of her friend he advanced to-
ol these years that ITe has resolved to - lcave us on wards her and handed her a beautiful bouquet. of hali-
this earth, He has marked out ome which shall ‘e blown roses. Knowing her appreciation of flowers and
our last. What distance is thtre between thal mo- iheir  language, which she ihoroughly understood, he
ment and this ? The space of an ipstant ! - awaited a reply, but was disippointed when - Ethel

. II_ you cannot be happy in one way, be in anoth-
er, and tihis faeility of disposibion wants but Jliltle
aid from philosophy, for lealth and good humor

almost the wholeé affair. Many run ahout after [elie-

ity, like an abseni-minded man hunting for his hat,

while it is in his hand ot on his . head: "~

“There are few souls 50 -base but some fond heart
is ready to trust them.. Ghod sometimes
clinging-vine up ‘the dead -trunk .of the itree to.teach
us that even in death His grace clings green and
vigorous, amd to remind us that the wretched life,
though deformed and unsightly, can le made heantiful
by - ever-clinging love. -~

sends . the -

are .J

. coglly cxpressed- her lhauks and proceeded to exhihit a
“few of the many litile- presents she had made for the
children. Fle made a poor.eflort to he interested,
" hut did not ‘dare to mention the object of his visit.
HMe wanted a Christmas present for Ihmself, the most
valualble she could give—her love. Now he was in
-despair. If she cared for him, the blush of the half-

., blown -roses that he gave her would- ﬁga.m brought 3
deeper tint  to her cheek -and a brighfer light to her
eye.ﬂ -Heg " recitéd in a low tome ihe Wines of
worth ; -

.*To me the meanest flower that blows can give
" Thoughts that often lie too deep for tears.’
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