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The Iollowing letler .appeared in the Christchurch
¢ Press ' of Friday last — - .

Sir,—While human nature is what-it is, prone
evil "and false judgnituts
we,. indst’ be prepired to expect differences of
upon all'vital yuestions afecting the public inlerest.
1iis, 11" it serve no other purpose, al least secures
us from- the danger of siuking into a state of dull
moliotoily of thotight and adtion that would be at once
disastrous to 4all human progress and endedvor. On
this ground, then, 1 claim the right to .differ with
you now, 'as 1 haVe often differed with you before, on
{he Home Rule question. in your leader of* December

lo

opinion

19th you seem to e to be singularly, amd, may T

say, unpardoriably defeciive in logle. ** While we are
always glad,” you--say, ‘ i0o welcome public men [rom
the liome Country, and to lislen to iheir views on
public gucstiohs, we idp’ not agree that the people «of,
ihis Colony should be asked,to ecxpress an opinion on
Home politics, especially . upon matbters with which we
have no -immediats .concern.’ [ .
as you say 1t is, an inftegral part of ihe United
‘Kingdom, and if New Zealand be, as it undoubledly
is, an integral part of fthe British Empire, we have a
right, .
5 An-Ungualified Right,.

to give aix expression of ‘our opinion upon any great
question affecting tile intérests of the Mother Country,
or any part” of it,-else why did the late Mr. Seddon
send out ten coulingenis 10 the Transvaal to assist
England in suppressing the Boers ? Further, whabt ob-
jeel would auny public man’ have in coming to this
Colony to Ve welcomed even by the editor of 1he

and unreasoning prejudices,.

Now, sir, if Ireland be,-

* Press,’-4f he dare not iry Lo elicit from the people '

whotn he addresses an expression of ileir opinion ? Ui
you are glad to welcome him, as you say. you are,
and. glad to listen.1lo his views on public quesiions,
what obliquity of visiom is it ihat prevenis you from
seeing it is to gel an " expression of your opinion and
to enlist your sympathy in his cause that he travels
1200 milos to-spedk 'to you? No one on earlh to-

diy even supggesis - thal Ireland is well soverned, and */

if mot, wly 1wot? And no one demies the rightioa
figmber of “tlie Imperial Parliament lo state a case
for his constituency in any part of ihe Empire, ii by
doing so he' hopés bt oblain some advantage for them.

1f ihe permission to stale a case be acceded 1o him,

he has a right to expeet an expression of opinion
upon it, and in the case under discussion that opinion
has heen 'piven not only. by hundréds - and thousands,
put by millions of people who have heard Mr. Devlin
tell of His"cOuntry’s ‘wrongs. o

You say tHEZt Iréland is an integral part of ihe
United Kingdém. Then, if it be so, why in i1he name
of _justice ‘and' fair ‘play is it lhe only spot on the

wide Empire of -England .where -one’ can never getout )

ol sight of poverty and all the concomitants of pov-
Erty, - idlpness, thiiftlesiness, dirt and discontent 7 Why
is it tlie only spot in “the Einpire where rufn and de-
¢y and desslatibn stire you in the
vou go, and meet you al every turn of the road?
Wiy is it the only place in the Empire from which
its people are fi¥ing as frowm
is it the only. place 'in tle Empire where hope is dead

afid -evewy inteniite 1o industry'is crushed¥out'of men's

Hegrts ttterly? 'TIf it be an ‘integral * part of ihe
Fmpire, why does it nob share in thé Empire's pros-
perity ? Wlat dves ithe Empire's extension, the  suc-
‘cbss of ity afms on land or sea, the increase of its

-

wealth, the expansion of -ils commerce.matter to Ire- -

land 7 *“Not "two rows of pins; her only inferest in

face everywhete -

a plague spot, or why :

these 1ihings is the amgunt of taxzation they heap upon -

“her shoulders.
.ate country is an integral part of the United Xine-
doh is unmitigated clap-trap. However, as mv opin-
ion poes only for what it is worth, I heg, sir, fo
subfiiit . to ybur reiders a few [acts which are as in-
défensiBlo and’ unjustifiable as

They are Monstrous and Astouiiding.

Lot ‘me . irst say that 1r8land has “300,000 less of

a povulafion At the .yresent .lime ihan Scotland. In
The Lomdon '"Daily - Chronicle,’” of Januavy 20th, 1908,
Mr. Arnold White, writing on * Crimeless
ills wy that in 1008 there were 2114 criminal
-victions ih. Secolldnd, while  daring the same year
Treland “thefé weie 1169, but thal in Ireland the cost
of the -pglice forece was for that period £1,589,214,
while in Scotlund it FRouitsd only to £529,196. Now,
it .Ireland be an -integral part of the United ¥ing-
doty, why, may I ask, -does it cost over a million

con-
m

To say, therefore, “fhat that unfortun- -

Ireland,” -

. disgrace to England ;

Cerl Trow whick

the United Kingdom i

. cognises -as a malvellous

aud a half of moeney 1o ‘run in’ about one thousaml
or more.criminals, while it. ‘cost Scolland. but™ half
ithe money-to run in double the number-?* According to
Mr. While -Ireland is twice as crimeless and ten times
as morai’as Scotland and yes the law costs and the
Lamd Commission in Ireland total £555,229, while the
same. business is done for Scotland at a cost'of
£359,373.° The- census of 1863 gives the. iliegitimacy

rale of -Scotland as being aboul ten “times 1hat of
ireland. Again, the Local Government Board of - Ire-
land costs #£79,875, while -the Loecal Government

Board of Secotland manages lo get through its work
at a cost ., of £15,825. In. fine, Ireland wilh
300,000 less of a popuialion than Scotland, and with
bul onc "half its crime, has Lo pay two millions a
year morz than “that countey for the conduct of Ils
legal busiBiess, Bul seilous as these fidancial priev-
ances are, ihey are not the. only” one not-the great-
Iveland suffers "Lo-day. In a counlry”
of which it may be safely - affirmed 1hat the = large
inajority of  the peopie are Valholics, every posilion of
trust  and emoluiient™is Fived to Pratestauts, and from
all the higher positions-in 1he country Catholics are
religiously excluded. The entire machinery of the law is
in  the | hands ~of Frotestanis, in . fact overy-
thing that is’ -worth having ‘in the cowifry is in
the possession of the-domivant party. Yet in the face of
this we are 1lold .that Ireland is an inlegral part of
No, mir, the system of Uov-
erunent in Ireland is rotien, root and.branch. 1t is a
it is - the foulest slain upon er

escu lecheon | one” swellering sore upon the

it is Lhe

- body politic, it is thé vilest thing oSutside the Em-

pire -of the  Czar, and ihe sooner we get rid of it
and t1y some other remedy -with long suffering and
patient, Xreiand, the. heiler . [or all concerned.—Yours,
elc., - . "
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M. NOLAN.

TEMUKA

(From outr own coirespondent.) -
-Decamber- 23,

The 1hird conversazione in aid of the furnishing of
the new presbytery toek pluce. in 1bhe Volunteer 1lall
on Monday evening last. The first part "ol the enfer-
tainment wag, opencd by a piauo sclection by Miss
Spring, after which (he [ollowing programuic was gonc
tirough :(—Reecitation, -Mr. D, O'Conpell ;» song,
* Doreen,” _Mrs., Skisner.; song, “The anvil,” -Mr V.-
Coira , song, ‘ The skipper,” Mr. Jordan (encore, ¢ The
lgnd ,of the Leal ') ; scng, * Kerry dances,” Mrs. Lynch
(encoie, ‘ The -harp that omce *) Highland réel, Misses
Lynch and . Brosnahan (encore;. Highland fling) ;- song,
¢ Anchored,” Mr. BMcDonald ; song, ' Mona,” Mr. Milsom
(encore, ““The good-bre ul 1he door’); song, * Why
did they sell Killarney 7° Miss Beri (encore, ‘Bidelia');
song, ‘1 may, or may not,* Miss Spring {(encore, ‘Lit-
e Irishhi_givl ') ; song, * EYllarney,” Mrs. Lynch; song,
fReilvr O Flynn’® Mr. Jordan. The second parl con-

.sigled of a drama, * The Jealous Husband,’ which was

staged by mewbers  of Lhe Catholic Dramatic lub,

On Friday afternoon (says the * Tuapeka Times’) we
were allorded the pii.ilege of atlending a privale song
angd pianoforte recilal hven by Miss Mary Woods,
L.R. A M. (Roval Academy of Music, London), who+ has

just recently returnéd to her home in Lawrence after
spending two years at the Royal Academy, Loudon.
The ilems chosen for the recital consisted .of  =eler-
tions from the classical -inaslers, Beethoven,. -Lisz¥,

Chopin, BRach, ele., and were varied so ds to exhibit
the perfotnier’s {echuiquer and arlislic powers.in render-
ing the works of the greal composers. As a piano-
fort{e periormer Miss Woods was consistenily saccesstul
in New Zealand., She was ever ambitious to  study
music in London under the great professors. TFortuna-
tely she was successful (after her preliminary examina-
tion- at . the kondon Academy) in getiing a place under
the -celebrated :German Professor, Oscar Beringer. In
singing she™ was.priviieged 1o he a pupil of the world-
renowued -Professor- Alberlio’ Randegger, whom she te-
1eacher. Contrasiing - Miss
Woods’ performance on Fridav wiith her musical abilities,

-good as 1hey. wete, Lefore she left, one cahmol but bhe

struck with the wonderinl improvement fhat has 1aken
place bheth in her vocalisalion and nianoforte rlaying.
Her techninue and (ouch ~ are simplvy wornderiul, and
musical eritics, who have had {ne nleasmre of “hearing
her play and sing frecly cxpress themselves astonished
al the marvellous improvement she has accomplished in
so short a period,
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