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—hut “leaves them with flabby muscles and folded arms,"

incapable of action, Phelps. will,
Care came Lo a good end— ab any rate,’ says le,

“it came 1o some end.’ The mgvement, to .capture the
public schools for seclarian.purposes.came to the end
that it deserved. And few there be tihat shed a . tear
or placed a wiealh upon its’ prave. For, the norm-
ally consiitubed man would ratber "sit idiy watching

have it -ihat Don’t

the rye-grass grow than be a party to an agitition '

that for a generalion limited. itself to words, words,
words, and never allowed ils energy to follow the
normal patlh of discharge, Catholies are 'mot in 1ilds
matter siricken with a moral caleniure, and 1ihe year
that is passing ‘afdy in the ewigkeit' has bheen sin-
gularly [ruitful in effort and sacrifice for the little
ones of Christ's flock on this far-out rim of
workd.

The American Uonlinent has supplied us. with {he
chief sensatlions of 1he year—earthquakes that take
rank among the great omes. of. history, and..the .crying
scandals that focussed lhe eyes of the, world for a
briet and shuddering périod upon the methods of the
meat-packing: trusbs of Chicago,. For Catholics, the

J

the-

most noted and melancholy feature of the year’s brief

history in Australia has been the injection of a spirit
of vehement no-Popery fanaticism into the' political life
of some of the States of the Commonwealth, The ef-

fort to drive Catholies and tolerant Prolestants out
of public life las, however, happily failed, and the
dream of anti-Catholic asceadancy remains—and, we
irust, will ever remain—the dream of the babbling
-child that wanicd the moon to play with and the

stars Lo run away wilh. In Great Britain the long
and hitler onslaughi on Chrislian- educabion has; for the
time at leasiy failed; and a measure of self-govern-
ment promises an ea.riy ending of- the long misrule
that sends the poupulation fleeing from Ireland to Uhis
hour as from a blighted and pestilence-stricken land.
In France the Lodge has, 1n this closing month.of the

noble devotion and scli-sacrifice of tens of ihousands

of ' unsalaried religious to the children and the sick and

suffering poor made no more appeal than would the

plain of Marathon io the pimple-headed globe-trotter,
On t{he contrary, such devolion was made a form of
= high treason fo a Republic that it is now proposed
to make, like ils intolerant rulers, atheistic root and
branch., ‘We must,’ said Minister Bdiand al Amiens,
—~' get rid of Christianily,” But -

“God fulfils Himsell in many ways.’

One of 1hese i§ ihe Way of the Cross. The Church in

France is trea.dlnfr it with bltedmg feet lo-day. If al
things - ended

¢ Hlere upon tiks bank and shoal of {ime,

year, placed the Chuich wiith ~her back to 1he wall
to fight for her corporate esistence in that unbhappy
couniry, The war against Christianity is being con-.
ducted there by 'a ring of aggresdive atheisis. As
coarse and flerce and intolerant as the Tu~dors, they
have as little kaowledge of the ° Hberty ’ and ‘ equal-
- ity * of which they mouth in {he tribune and on the
platiorm, as {hey have of the fourith dimension. The
poet says that ¢
T ‘7The man” of abject soul in wvain
Shall walk the Marathonian plain ;
Or thrid the shadowy gloom
W That siill invests the guardian pass
Where slood, sublime, Leonidas,
Devpted to the {omb.’
To ithe smrall-souled tulers of the Third Republic ihe”

she might compromise on faith or principle with her A

crucifiers. But she has chosen ihe only possiblé course
open to her and faced the sacrificee. We await the.

" give.

Notes

Mr. Devlin, M.P..

Fluman feelings, like the electric cuu.‘ent commonly
but a poor Iesponse to .movewments .at the:&thet
end of the earth. Bub *Cthe orator's  voice. is" -a
mighty power.’ And' the soft magle ot Mr. Devliﬁ‘s .
eloguence has, all. along,.lbe .irack tqf;.ms trig al

. progress through New Ze,a.laud, ,ca.‘p:hux:ed for Home -Rule

. wiote very sympathelically-

.

- ciely in reg

ihe sympathy even- of the mdlﬁcrent or- the critieal or
ihe hostile that have came ‘within- the séund of
voice. The newspaper press has treated him withton-
spicuous generosity in the matter of-.space, -and.among
them sympathy is general,

and .{requently” very _pro-
nounced, im faver of the "cause -which he advocates
with such. compelling eloguence and argument. The

“Southland Times ' (Invercarglll), though not definitely
committing itsell to Mr. Devlin's Fome ‘Rule’ proposals, |
on =theirmlsgovernment of
the Isle of the West., And editodal -articles in favor
of Home Rule- have appesred,- among.oiher papers, in

the Dunedin * BEvening S6ar ’ and the < Lyttelton Times®

(both of which were very pruuouncegl), the-* Otago Daily
Times,” the * Wiltess,” the * Temuka Leader,” amd, +1he
Timaru * Herald.'" The moral-force- of such pronounce-
‘ments is nof™ easily over-estimated. Tt may' safely * he
taken as-an indication -that the -great " bulk .of ‘the

‘popula.blon of New Zealand are desirous of extending

to the- one dlstmbsed disconiented, and decaying part
of the Empire thiose principles of seli-rule which have
produced such beneficial results in these Young and .
prosperous lands:

DIOCESE o'ri-' DUNEDIN

‘Masses wete cclebla.ied on Chnstmas Day -at St
Joseph's Cathedral at 6, 7, 8, and # o’clock, and Pon=
lifical High Mass, at 11’ o'¢lock.

A large her of members of the-H.A.C. B -So-
. »proached the .Holy Table at Uhe niie ~
o'clock Mass at St. Joseph's Cathedral on Sunday. The
Ites. Father Coffey, Adm., -congratulated. the mewabers
ol" the Sociely on the practwa:l .exbibition of  theic
fiitk, and spoke in very complimentary: terms regarding.
"lu guml work whl,ch ‘the Socmty was doing. .

\ Mr. Devlin in Wellingtnn

M:. Joseph Devlm, MP, addressed  a. crowded a.nﬂ
enthusiasiic meeting in the Town, Hall, Wellington,.
Friday evening. The Hon. T. W, Hislop, Mayor_of Wﬁl— .
lington, presided. Resolutions in supportiof dhe camse
ol beli-govermm,nb for Ireland were:darried iby -acclama~
tion. ~A feature of the proceedings -was the-:elgguent
specch of -the Premier, Sir Joseph Ward, who-expressed:
hiz apprediation of- the splendid work done by Mr.
Devlin. We had made arrangements with our Welling-
ton conespondcnt. io wire a - full report -0f. the meet-.
ing, bul owing to deparimental .regulations: pegarding
the sending of press messages on -evenings -of Saturday

“-and Sunday to weekly papers, hg was Jpable to com-

ply with our regquest.  We shall ,publish a full report- of
the meeting in our next issue.
As we were going to press we received a letter from

* our Wellington emrespondent in which he- 9trates “Yhiat

Mr. Devlin arrived™ fhere off 'I‘hmsda.y morning, and
was received by Mr. Martin Kennedy -and other mhem-
bers of the -receplion committee. 'While -in- Wellmgmn
he was to be the guest of Mr, Kenmedy, ‘Aftér -his
meeting on -Friday night -he is not “rto -gpeak -again
until January 8, when he will address a -meeding at
New Plymouth, wsﬁ.mg Hawera on Jannary--9, Wan-
ganui January 10, and Palmerston Jg.nuary 11.
! ————— A —

‘A notice with refcmn,ce {0 the trmma;mngement(s for
the New Year's. holidays -appears.in;this Asse....

‘I'he Commissioner-of -Crown: Lamis nutaﬂes tha:t-tom'-

issue with copfidehce ihat with her, as with her g;eé:l h?o?esle::e V:’vxlrégle,r;]gl?go ffhagzu?::%nﬁ:g;mﬁn *m
Master and Ixemplar, the Way of the Cross w111 be Monday, January 21, and ioﬂowmg day at ‘the 'Dis-
the way to the victor's crown. trict: Lands Offige, Dunedin...
Juat over-Bri turer and.Im 0! D
“J J. TRIT, Monumental Sculptor, | ™™g ide] Meaoteo porker. ‘m‘l et
- of - Headstones, Gross ‘Mdnuments,>sto;
m Cashei ‘Straat '"Mt, GHI!IBTGIIIIRSII. eriteanssansaveraatan Marble’ and othel: Bton“;

hiS_ '



