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as young,. as unwrinkled as :ever. Thy path ihrough
the -ages ol this world's duration will” be right as that
of "the just-man ;" thoi -will eéver e  the self-same un-
changing- Church, as thou hast been during nearly mine-
teen hundred years past; whilst everything elsé under
the- sun has been bubt change. Whence this thy stabi-
lity, but from Him Who is very Truth and Justice?
Glory te fo Him in thee., Each vear, He- visits thee,
each year, He brings thee new gifts, wherewith thou
mayest go happily through thy pilgrimage ; and to the
end of time ‘He- will visit thee, and renew tUthee, not

only wilh the power of -that, look wherewith Peter was’

renewed, but by Glling thee with- Himself, as He
the- over A
most 1ender love, after. -thai- whioh thou bearest to
.Jesus Himself. We pray wibth -thee, .0 Church, our
Mother,-and here- is our prayer: ¢ Come, Lord Jesus,
* Thy name and Thy remembrance are the desire of our
souls : lhey have desired Thee in the night, .yea, and
early in the morning have “they “watehed for thee.”

"From 1ihe Oectave, of the lipiphany wuntil furiher no-
tice the Oratio Imperata will be * Pro Papa '.—Apain
every Lkind wish {o you.and yours,

Yours affectionately in Christ, _
»}« GEO. M. LENIHAN, ™~ .
Bishop of Auckland.
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The Irish Delegates

SPLENDID MEETING IN CHRISTCHURCH

oaat—

Mr. Joseph -Devlin, DMLP., arrived in Christchurch on
Tuesday afternown of lasi week from Timarv._ On
the journey he was joined at Ashburton - by Rev.
Fathers- O'Connell and 1ilickson, and Messrs, P. Burke
and J. Barrett, repiesenting the Christehurch receptipn
committee. At .ihe Christchureh rallway station  the

glorious Virgili, who is-the-object of -thy ~

visitor was received by the Vicar-General (lhe Very

Rev. Father Le Menant des rChesnais); Rev,
Cooncy, Mr. . Laurenson, M.H,IR., Mr,
and a number -.of the members of the reception com-
mittee, and was driven to the Cafe --de Paiid Hotel,
He dined with a number of prominent local sympa-

Fatker

thivers with ihe Irish cause.
_ TIHE PUBLIC MEETING,

In the evening dr. Devlin addiessed a public megth-
ing in Ilis Majesty’s Theatre, and ~made a brilliant apd
foreeful appeal on behalf of” the cause of ~sell-govern-
ment for Ireland, The member for West Belfast (says
the * Lytielton Times') is a naiural orator, imbued
with a fexvent love of lus country and a yassionate
desire to see Ireland enjoying the freedom and dindepen-
dence 1hat is accorded.{o the great colonies of the Em-
pire. He asked not for sympathy, but Ior ar fall re-
cogrition of Ireland's righi to Ifreedom. ’

Mr. T. Gapes presided, and 'there were also en the
platform the Very Rev. Father-Le . Menant des Ches-
nais, Messrs. (. Laurenson, (. Witty, and W. W.
Tanner (members of the Ilouse of Representatives),
many representatives of the Catholic clergy, and the
members of the reception committee. There was a
large -altendance. The speaker had evidently the sym-
pathy of his auldience from the first, and The applause
was_loud ard frequent. '

The chairman apologiscd for the absence of the Hon.
W. Hall-Jones, Father Kennedy, and Mr. T, H. Davey,
M.H.R. He said that he had
with very great pleasure. .In New Zealand all the peo-
ple enjoyed freedom—I{reedom of the person and f{ree-
dom of' speech~and i, would not be necessary to ask
2 coloikal audience to give Mr., Devlin a careful and
impartial hearing in "regard to the Irish mational cause,

"MR. DEVLIN'S SPEECH,

. Mr. Devlin, alter the applanse that greeted. him
when he rose, said that his -first duly was 16
press’ his profound obligation to that very large
representative meeting for the public spirit and the
kindly interest manifested in the cause. of lreland. He
felt  the great homor ihal bad been dine tp him. as

E. G'Connor,’

consented 1o preside

ex-
. and -

ihe representative from Ireland, because, in view of the .

variety of local aliractions and the many fascinatbons
offered by this great city, it was no small testimony
t_o ihe value which the people placed uwpon his mis-
sion when they attended in such large nunibers, first
of all to_ fear tbe Irish quesiion stated, and, second-

. man denied the Irisli people ilhe advantages that

_ high - sentimental, historical, and traditional grounds.

1y, he trusted, to .show {heir practical sympathy and
their moral support lor that cause which be had 'come

_ to “hunbly plead. Ifis second duly was to express his

deep , and heartielt gralitude to the chairman for .the
promptitude and spontaneity with which he came for-
ward to preside at the meeting, and to show thatin
Christchurch; as-in gther parts of New Zealand, there
were public uen, cnjoying the confidence of the™ citi-
zens and secure In  that_courage and «devotion to lib-
erty which inspired “Mr. Gapes to occupy -lhe posilion.
Mince he arfived  in Aysiralusia, Mr. Devlin continued,
uiitil he addressed-a great meeting ~in Dunedin a few
nights back, nol only JMayors. of..cities bub also-Pre-
miers of States, had exlended to him a frieudl{' and
.cordial hospitality and a warm-hearted greeting. In both-
Australia and New Zealand, Mayors of ' citieg had . "had
the courage and t{he “public svirit to’ extend a welcome
to the envoy, and o sympuathise with the cause” that -
envoy represenled. 1L was  only-. Jin .the nature of
things 1ihat - S

Inlelligent-Leaders of Public Opinion !

in these lands, men who had watched the wonderiul
growih and the mighty advance which these great seli-
governing colonies had made -under_ the priceless glory
of [rec institutions, men who had ;the courage to act,
as weli.as , the intelligence' to think, 'and who enjoyed
freedom and self-goveinment themselves, should be  sui-
ficiently enlightened and patriotic to manifest an anxiety
io see similar rights -“and privileges extended to anoth-
er * people, About. six .mouths ago he had had the
privilege of heailng the last speech delivered by New
Zealand’s honored and respected late Prime. AMinister,
Mr. Seddon. (Appiause.) Ele had been honored with an
invitation Irom Mr. Deakin {¢ attend a dinner organ-
ised by the Vietorian Government .in honor of this
Colony’s great first citizei. . He heard Mr.. Seddorfiide-:
liver. whatl, to -bis mind, was-dn¢ of "the most =
pressive speeches he had heard in favor’ of Uie - uns-
trammelled right of -the secll-governing colonies to  Jdi-
rect - their own {ortunes, and io advance their own
inlerests without interference from any class or dec-
lion, Mr. Seddon had concluded his speech by . saying .
that he was going back with pleasure and joy .tox
‘ Gtod’'s own counlry,” and he’ could not help feeling
that il was profoundiy- impressive for an Irish mem-
ber 1o see that gathering of the guides and directors
of the free colonies of the Empire.” He could not help .
thinking that there was-auclher land thit. might well-
- be styled ' God's own couniry.' ‘it was:.the cradle.
land of his race, Ireland. His mind went back b6 his
dear Elome-land, 16,000 miles Irom whiéh that pather-
ing took place. HHe thought of * God's own couniry’
here, enjoying its splendid inmaterial advantapges, and he
‘thought- of another lahd, gifted with superb moun~
laius, exquisile scenery, ferlile soil, great Tivers, and
every material advantage Providence could bestow upon
a[ hation. Ile assed himsell, What was the meaning
[ - - N

. Lo "The Marked Dificrence ? -

* - . P Rl
‘One land _was. flourishing and free, splendid in its in-
stitutions, progressive in its power, with the ‘luxpry
of a contented and a happy people. He saw that ~al-
though -God made this counlry great, man assisted
Iim. _God -alse made Ivcland a splendid country, but -
had
made New . Zealand a great and powerful land. In
coming to this great cily of Christchurch to make an
appeal to New Zealanders - [or their sympathy and co-
operation, he could. not -do- betler than state-in clear
,and lueid terms the demands made by Irishmen, and
_to do so_in a way thal would be well understood
by New- Zealanders, irrespective of creed or political
persuasion. He would simply say that the Irish Na-
_lionalists were working for * Ireland for the Irish,’ as
people in New Zealand enjoyed * New Zealand for the
New- Zéalanders.” Irishmen simply claimed for their
touniry the rights and ‘privileges held by the people

“of this lamd. They asked that their people should be

‘allowed -to apply tiheir geniws ie lhe adjustment of
those .economical and industrial reforms that would
nmiake for more prosperity amongst the  pedple and for
the greater achievements of -ihe nation. They asked for
the . right of the Irish people to conduct their own
purely iomestic and -internal -affairs according to their
own ideas and aspirations. ” On that foundation, he

- ought 1o receive lhe sympaibhy and co-operation of all

[reedom-inspired cilizens of this country. In coming'to

_ Christchurch io-plead the cause of Ireland, He might

make his claim for” the right of his country to man-
age its own aflairs, and ghide its own destinies, upon

The remainder of - Mr.” Devlin's speech was Ihainly
on the lines of those delivered in other cenbres, and
its conclusion was marked by prolonged applause.
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