
Mr. Alpers.proposed a.,vote of thanks to Mr. Dev-
lin for his speech. In- the '- .course,of a few remarks,
he said that Mr. Devlin,himself was _a stronger argu-

/ ment than any speech,' of the fitness of the Irish, to
rule themselves. He' was himself a

~
countrymanof their

Queen, ■ and - like' her, 'only an Englishman by naturali-
sation, but'as an outsider he recognised the justiceof
■Ireland's claims. Mr. Alpers pointed..out ,that,tihrQugh-
out the 19th century England had"granted free.institu-
tions to one colony after another, 'the jLatj^st^beingcthe
Transvaal, while the.'people were still "dfeafieCted. He
had come "

to Hhc meeting with nothing
' Irish about

him but the.color' of „ his necVc tic; he left it Irish
also at heart. " *~^ "" -
'

Rev. J. tr. Chappie,' St. Andrews,,, seconded' the
,motion, and in" doing so juiflified. his > pos.ition'as a

>speaker aL a Home Rule meeting! He stated-that he"
was converted to. Home Rule when a youth, through
|reading up '^the'.'Jsubject in order to take the alfirma-
tive side in a debating club in"Queensland,"when

'
no

one else would-.do it.3" . " ....-1",The" motion wasIcarried with.' appjatise1;■ and,Mr.
Devlin ]*eturned thanks, for the motion, ,to the ,y,M.ayor
for his remarks, and to " the "Mayor's locum tehehs for
his kindness.' Mr: Evans; he'had been" told, had"sup-
ported Home Rule when it was not" fashionable., -

andwas one of " i,ts bravest defenders aiid boldest advb-
cate's. He thanked the' Mayor for his public -spirit
in taking tl\e chair,""and; alsa' those gentlemen who hadpleaded the.cause -of Home Rule, with an ability anda knowledge which would put to shame many of hisown countrymen.^' ' ; - -''';'

,A MAGNIFICENT RESPONSE.. ■■

.x.-.Mr. Devlin's .vk*lt v to Timaru (writes our own"' cor-respondent) has been most successful, " the totalamountcleared, " when ."all returns are to "hand arid expensespaid, cannot be far short of £400, a very creditableamount indeed. Mr.- Mullhr -chairman, Mr\ Maho-ney'treasurer, and -Mr. Dennehy secretary -of the receptioncommittee, .did splendid work; and to i>heir efforts'andunsparing Timaru's fine contribution, to theHome Rule fund is- directly due. Mr. Devlin contrac-ted a severe cold on his way to "TimaruV-and -"afterhis address there,-,he was ordered .week's""'-^ completerest. However,.on?this:XMonday-)-morning he* isgreatly
improved,- and hopes, -to.- -be"able to fulfil 'his engage-
ments in Chrislchurch' to-morrow (Tuesday)-nighty- -Inthe meantime his-! meetings at Waimate, -Asniburton,andRangiora have had to be abandoned. ' .--'-'

fNVERCARGIIJEr
v The subscriptions in In-vercargi.il on behalf of theHome Rule fund _are expected to reach £1,00 ,by the, time the lists . are-dosed. Gore; subscribed"-£ipo>~ in-

[ eluding, as previously: stated," the sum 'ol"£2s
' '- from*

j -Queenstown. - '-?^'-*~ ''" - ""
"'

HA^ERA
A largely attended meeting" was Meld-in the conventschoolroom, Hawera, to discuss' the question, of flnviting-

the Irish envoys, to .visit_'the town. .'The Very "Rev.
Father Power presided, and-.delivered "a* "stirring ad-
dress on Home Rule. Mr. Bunting'addressed"-the meet-
ing on somewhat the same 'lines. .Mr.'-D. Hughes; jun,
spoke from ,the standpoint* of an Irish,colonial. ' Mr.
Clan'tson (Normanby) " said that he was' not Irish— he
was English—bub' had been brought up from the cradle
to regard: Home, Rule■>as .the -Irishman's .birthright,Jiis

� father having been a most enthusiastic Home Ruler.-"
Messrs. B.- McCarthy and O. -Ryan _were elected joint

secretaries, and Mr. Cullinan treasurer. "All present-
about 4.o— were elected as—the' general committee for
Hawera, and committees from each of the centres be-
tween Waverley and OpunaKe (inclusive) were appointed.
Very Rev. Father Power, Messrs-. D. Barry, T. O'Neill,Keliy, Cullinan, D. Hughe=s, and-the secretaries. ..were
appointed an executive committee.... " .. ''

"

Over £50 were collected at -the meeting,, some of
the .amounts being as follow:Very Rev. Fftther Power
aud Mr. O'Neill-, £5 5s each ;Mr. Barry, £3 3s ; Rev.
Father O'Dwyer, Messrs. D. B, Hughes, A. .A.- Quin,
Frei. Quin,. E. Cullinan, M. Kelly,M. KeUy (Teßoti),
T; McPhillips, and J. ODea, £2 2s each..
: POSTPONED. MEETINGS

The meetings announced for Ashbur-ton-on December
15, Waimate pn December 17,. and Rangipra-on Decem-
ber 19.were unavoidably postponed, as -Mr. Devlin
suffered from a cold in the tbj&at^rttiough otherwisein
excellent, health. The few dayV.^xest /since the Timaru
meeting on Friday have completely removed the pas-
sing trouble, and Mr. Devlin. was in excellent vc'lce
and vigor at the Christchurch meeting on Tuesday
night. .The postponed meetings' "sriH" be addressed by
Mr. Donovan, who is expected, .to "reaoh New Zealand
on ■ December 31. ",:;.">■ - Z-> ""-" ' * "
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the veteran's siriU,1 .youth's fire, and manhood's heart of
steel," will succeed.in throwing open the doors of the
old Parliament.House on College Green to the legisla-
tors of a,newly jjorn nation.— We -" are, etc., etc.' ;.-

In reply', Mr.'"'Devlin, who was greeted with loud
"

applause,; said that - his " very, grateful and heartful
tiianks were due" to all for ;iheir >cordial and whole-
hearted reception"and f-or having assembled at that in-
convenient hour, tp sho.w their sympathy- with cause of
Irish self-governinpnt. He had only been hf. New Zea-
land for -a■libtfe* less than one week, and had not
much time to vjew personally,- her lavish display of
nature's grandeurs, or to Lecome acquainted withlocal
conditions, but in- the short time at his disposal ''he
could agree with" the address that

'
this was a country

of great scenic beauty and manifold resources, ami that
its progress was stimulated and assured by the great
blessings of responsible government. He was not .sur-
prised that in a land such as this, which 'might, be
called, as Ireland' once was, 'God's own country,' her
people inspired by the spirit of self-government, should
like to see that.qpriceless~privilege also give^ ao an-
other integral part of the British Empire.

The proceedings then" terminated-with a vote oE
thanks to the chairman.

- . .
In the evening -Mr. Devlin gave an address m-the

Theatre Royal. The Garrison Band played a national
selection or two 'in the street as the audience assem-
bled

The Mayor.Mr. Craigie, occupied the chair, and"
again welcomed Mr. Devlin to Timaru. He considered
it his duty and privilege as Mayor to welcome dis-,
tino-uished visitors to 'limaru— Governor, Premier, mem-?
her of the House of Commons, or sweet singer>of ,na^
tional songs. He introduced Mr. Devlin as- an eloquent,,
exponent of Irish national sentiment. Twelve.years-ag-o
they had a visit from another member of the Imperial,,
Parliament, the late Michael Davitt, whose character-
and work he highly eulogised, and contrasted with the
Conservative element in society and p.olitics at H,ome.,;
an element which foresaw disruption of the Empire
Ireland were granted Home Rule. New Zealand,, 'he
said,, was a refutation of that idea, with its prosper-ous and contented people living under a democratic
form of government and notably loyal to the Empire.
They were not''controlled from England at all, 'save
through their Governors. The present and the late
Governors were both Irishmen, and so long as they
sent such men as Governors New Zealand would never
ask to have the link, severed. Mr. Craigie spoke of
the great men whom Ireland furnished in everybranch
of public life, political and mifitary,- in all parts- of
the world. It -was absurd to 'say that if Ireland
were granted Home Rule it "would meandestruction of
the Empire.'-Mr. - Graigie concluded by- apologising for
having to leave the meeting to attend a" statutory,
meeting at which he must be present, and -he" nomih-:
ated Mr. Win. "Evans to takehis place as chairman.' *

Mr. Devl&i'thanked the Mayor for -Ms kindness and
public spirit in' according him a hearty welcome on
his arrival at Timaru. He recognised in the Mayor. one
who had only to-1 ma/cc up his niind, and he would
take the right' "course 'with

'
decision and energy. He

rejoiced to find, ' though he had been only eight days''
in New Zealand, that New Zealanders of all nation-
alities were heart and soul -with Ireland \n her de-
sire for those blessings of self-government which im-
&pired the flourishing institutions of this "prosperous
land. Mr. Devlin then went on to speak of self-gov-
ernment for Ireland, the main points of his speech' -be-
ing similar t6 those dealt "with, in the southern cen-
tres, i » >""*■ ■

Mr. S. G. Raymond proposed the following- resolu-
"

tion :— 'That |this 'meeting appreciates the great efforts
that have been made by the .party led by Mr. John
Redmond, and is satisfied that conferring Home Rule
on Ireland is- necessary for the- contentment of the
country, and will greatly promote its prosperity and
the stability of the British Empire.' Mr. Raymond
sa*td they had listened to a speech thanwhich nothing
could be more convincing except- a visit to Ireland,
He had lately travelled through Ireland, and the spec-
tacle he saw, of languishing industries, while those of
England were flourishing, the gloom resting upon the
people, the miserable habitations of many of them,
impressed Mm with a" firm conviction that some,ma-
terial and radical ichange was absolutely necessary.

Mr. Evans seconded the resolution. \He said he had
done that sort of- thing before," when Home Rule was
not so popular.--'He-' too had lately been through,lre-
land, and came away more in favor of Home'ffule
than ever. Mr. Evans gave some of his personal re-
collections o,f "older Home Rule movements, and con-

, eluded by saying that Mr. Devlin's splendid speech
must have given many people a better idea of Home
Rule.

'

The resolution was put and carried unanimously. ~
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