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the veteran's skill,’ youlh’s fire and manhood’s heart of
steel,”” will succded.in {hrowing open the doors of the
old Parliament.iJduse on UCdllege Green fo the legisla-
tors of a . newiy born natioh.—We. are, etc., etc.

In reply, Mr. 'Devlin, who was greebed with
applause,” said that - his “very grateiunl and heartful
thanks werg due”te all for their .cordial and whole-
hearted reeeption’and for having assembled at that in-
convenient hour, to show their sympathy with_cause of
Irish sélf—govefgngpnt. He had ouly héen in. New Zea-
land for - a -libtls less than one week, and had not
mugh time to view personally; her lIavish display of
nature’s gramdeurs, or to Lecome acquainted with local
conditions, but in. the sheort time at his disposal ‘he
could agree with lhe address that “this was a country
of great scenic beauly and manifold resources, and that
1te progress was stimulaled and assured hy ihe -great
blessings o! responsible goverament. He was not .sur-
prised that in a land such as {his, which "might bhe
called, as Ireland once was, * God's oWn country,’ her
people inspired by the spirit of self-government, should

like to see that:ipriceless privilege also give& Ho an-
nther integral part of the British Empire.
The proceedings then terminated with a vote of

%¥s to the chaitman., -~ . .
umlins' t}?e evening - Mr. Devlin gave an address in .lhe
Theatre Royal. The Garrison Band pla,y_qd a national
cotection or  two &n the sirest as the audience ASsem-.
bled. .

The Mayor,Mr. Craigie,
again welcomed Mr. Deviin to ¢
it, hiz duty and privilege as DMayor to welcome  dis-
tinguished visitors lo 'limaru—Governor, Prenier, memr;
her of lhe House of Commons, or sweel singer-of na-
tional songs. Ile introduced Mr. Devlin as an eloguent,
exponent of Irish natiomal senliment. Twelve .years-ago
they had a visit [rom another meinber of the Imperial.
Parliament, the late Michael Davitt, whose character-
and work he highiv eulogised, and contr_a,gte-d with the
Consetvalive elemeni il society and politics a:t Home,
an element which loresaw disruplion of the Empire 'if
Ireland were granted Home Rule, - New Zealand,. ‘he
gaid, was a refutation of thatl idea, with its prosper-
:Es and contented people living under a demooratic
form of government and notably loyal to the Empire.
They were nolreonirolied from England ab all, ‘save
through tiheir Covernors. The present and the late
Governors were bolh Ivishmen, and so long as  they
sent such men as Governors New Zealand would never
ask 1o have the link severed. Mr, Craigie spoke of
the greai men whom Ireland furnished in every branch
of public life, political and miktary; in all parts- o
the world., Ib -was absurd to ‘say that if Ireland
were granted Hdéme Rule it ‘would mean destruction of
the Empire. M - Craigle cobdeluded by apolegising for
having 1o leave the meeting to atlend a statutory,
meeting at which he musé he present, and -he nomiin
ated ‘Mr. Wm. Evans to take his place as chairman. °

Blr. Devlin‘thanked the BMayor for .lfs kindness and
public spirit in’ according him a hearty welcome on
his arrival at Timaru. He recognised in the Mayor one
who had only o~ ma'te up his niind, and he would
take the right’ course 'wilk ~decision and energy. He
rejoiced io find, though he had been omly eight days--
in New Zealand, that New Zealanders of all nation-
alities were heart and soul -with Ireland %o her de-
sire for those |Dhlessings of seli-government which in~
spired lhe flourishing institutions of this prosperous
land. My, Devlin then weni on to speak of seli-gov-
ernment lor Ireland, the main points of his speech -be-
ing similar t06 those dealt -with in the southern cen-
tres. i . : :

Mr. 8. G. Raymond proposed the following resolu- =
tion :—* That 'this " meeting apvreciates the greal eflorts
ihat have been rmmade by 1he jparty led by IMr. John
Redmond, aid iy salisfied ihat conferring Home Rule
on Iteland is necessary for the- confentment of lhe
country, and will greatly promote its prosperity and
the stability of tle Brilish Empire. Mr. Raymond
safid they had listened to a speech than which nothing
could be more convincing except- a visit to Treland,
He had Jalely travelied through Ireland, and the spec-
tacle he saw, of languishing Industries, while those of
England were ﬁour:ishingﬁ the gloom resting upon  the
people, the miserable habitations of many of them,
impressed WMm with g firmn conviction that some ma- 4
terial and radical ichange was absolutely necessary.

Mr. Evans seconded the resolution. ‘He said he had
done that sort of® thing before, when Home Rule was !
not so popular..-Fle-tevo had lately been through Ire- 4
land, and came away more in favor of IHome'Rule |
than ever. Mr. Kvaus gave some of his personal re-
collections of . older llome Rule movements, and con-
cluded by saying that My, Devlin's splendid speech '
r]%u?t have given many people a better idea of ~Home

ule, ‘

occupied the chair, ~and’
Timaru. He considered

Mr. Alpers _prb'posud_ a..vole of thanks ta Mr, Dev-
Iin for his speech. In. th€ course of a few remarks,
he said that.Mr. Deviin_ timself was a sironger argu-

. d:‘: » ment than any speech, of the filpess of the Irish to
ou

rute themselves. [fe' was himsell a ~countryman of their
" Queen, - and . like” her, only an linglishman by naturali-
sation, but as "an oulsider he recogmised the justice of
Jreland’'s claims. ‘M, Alpers pointed out ghal through-
~out ihic 19th century LEngland had granted free ingtilu-
iions 1o one colony =after another, ibie 'latest beifg-the
Trinsvaal, while the people were still disafiected, He
had cowe ~ to lhe meeting with nothing” Ifish abouf
him but the . colof of .his neot tig; he left it Irish
also al healt) St T L
* Rev. J. (. Chapple,’ St. Andrews, . secoided: the
. molion, and In” doing so juslified his - podltion as a
-speaker abt ‘a Howe Rule meeling. He staled -that he
was converfed to. Home Rule when a youth, through
¢ ‘reading up ' the 'sSubject in order to take the affirma-
live side in_ '3 debaling club in Queensland, when no
ong clse would ~do it7 . ’ oL
" The motion was_carried with’ a.p;'),li‘use?an‘d‘Mr.
i Devlm_ returned thanks for .ihe mobion, to {he ,,M&yor
for bhis rfemarks, and (o the Mayor’s locum tenehs for

:. his kindness, Mr.; Kvahs, he had been told, had “sup-

ported Tome Rule when it ‘was not fashionahle, - and
t was oune of "it§ bravest delenders and boldest advo-
. cates. He {hanked _‘the’ Mayor for his.public -Sspiris

in taking the chair,” and. ‘alsp’ those gentlenién who had

, Pleaded the cause. of IHome Rule. with an ability and

a knowledge which wguld paf -to shame many of bhis
own 'countrymen.” Lo - T
A MAGNIFICENT RESPQNSE,. -

caMr. Devlin's it ~to Timaru (#writes our own™ cor

respondent) has been most successiul, “the t6étal amount

cléared, - when  all returns are to hand and exXpenses

paid, ca.n_not‘. be far short -of £400, a .very creditable

amount indeed. Mr.- Mullin® -chaivanan, Mr. Mahoney-
treasurer, and "Mr, Dennehy sectelary-of the reception

commiltes, .did splendid work; and to their efforts and

Uasparing’ - devetion Timaru's flie contributioh to the

Home Rule fund is. direcily due. Mr., Devlin conbrie-
ted a severe cold on his way to ~Timaru,:and - - after

Lis address there-he was ordered & week's'S complete

rest. However, onsthisi{Monday) morning he is greatly

improved,- and hopes -fo."be able to ‘fulfil *his engare-

‘ments in Chrisichureh to-morrow- (Tuesday)- night, -In

the meantime his) méetings al Waimate, -Ashburton, and

Rangiora have had to be abandoned. - R

INVERCARGILE ™ -

~ The subseriptions in Invercargill on behalf of the
Home Rule fund are expected to reach £100.by . the
time- the lists are ‘closed. - Gore; subscribeg “£1003 " in-
cluding, as previously stated,” the sum of -£25. from
-Queenslown. - T -

Py

HAWERA N Jo
A largely attended miceting was lield--in the convent
schoclroom, Hawera, 1o discuss the questign of inviting
the Trish envoys_ to visié thé town. The Very Rev.
Father Power presided, and- delivered “z"stirring ad-
dress on Home- Ruie. Mr. Bunting- addressed -the meet-
ing on somewhat 1he same' limes. . Mr."D. Hughes; jun,
spoke Irom the standpoinf-’ 6 an Irish colonial. = Mr,
Clarison  (Normanby) said that he was’ not Irish—he
was Iinglish~but had been brought up from the cradle
to regard: Home Rule.as the Irishman’s birthright, His
_..Iather having been a most enthusiastic Home Ruler:
Messrs. B MoCarlbhy and (. ‘Ryan were eleéted joint
secrelaries, and DY, Cullinan treasurer. "All presént—
about 40-—were elecled -as-:the general committee for
Hawera, and committees {rom each of the ecentres be-
tween Waverley and Opunake -tinclusive) were appointed.
Very Rev., Father Power, Messrs; D. Barry, T.-O’Neill,
Kelly, Cullinan, D. Hughes, and . the secrefaries. _were
appointed an execulive commitiee. . .o T
Over £50 were collecled at -the meeting,. some of
the .amounts heing as follow : Very Rev, Father Power
and Mr., O'Neill, £5 s each ; Mr. Barry, £3 35; Rev.
Father O'Dwyer, Messrs. D. B, Hughes, A. . A.: Quin,
Fred. Quin, . B, Cullinan, M. Kelly, M. Kelly (Te Roti),
T, “McDhiilips, and J. 0'Dea, £22s each... -

POSTPONED. MEETINGS

The meetings announced for:Ashburton-en December
15, Waimate on December 17, and Ramgiora.on Decemn-
ber 19 .were unavoidably .postponed, as-Mr,. Devlin
suffered from a cold in the thrgat;«though otherwise in
excellent. health. The few days'.rest since the Timaru
meeting on Friday have complefely removéd the pas-
sing trouble, and DMr. Devlin.was in excellent vdice
and vigor at the Christchurch meeting on Tuesday
night. .The posiponed meetings “will  be addressed by

The resolulion Was put aund carried upanimously. -

Mr. Dounovan, who -is expected to "reach New Zealand
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