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justifiable. He did not come to the colonies to express
an opinion on “the wisdom or otherwise of those who
iried to redress the - grievances of ~ Ireland by the
means referred to. The - weapons of revolution-had
now- disappeared, having given place to the conslitution-
al weapon of moral force; and in coming out to the
colonies-of Australia and New Zealand, which enjoyed
responsible government, he could " say on behall of ihe

Irish ‘people thatl they wanted in Ireland what ile peo-

ple of New Zealand-enjoved—they wantfed Ireland iuu
the Irish, as they--had New Zealand for the New Zea-
landers ; they wanted the 1tight to govern Ireland; as
her own people pgovern iNew Zealand. They. wanted the

_government of lreland hased on the fundamental = - °

- then gave a livid skelch of "Ireland during

L

_ was sown by interesled plice-huniers

; Principie oI LDemocracy— -

government of the people, by the people, for the - peo-
ple.. {Applause). And as every.part of the Empire
which enjoys seli-government is entirely peaceful .and
prosperous, so the Iiish. people merely ask for the only
poriion that is ,not prosperous, _mot coniented, not
nappy, not free, .lhe same’ essential rights which the
people of New Zealand-enjoy—thatl they may be in a
1osition  to bring to bear wpon the public problems
{that allect their wellare, and 1he pérmanent glory ~of
their land that Irish genius and capacity,. that publie.
spirit, that brawn and brain; “that "have played so
potent a paibt in the advancement of every Christian
and human caide, that- make fot -human happiness .in
every other part of this- widespread DBEmpire.’ (Ap-
plause.) .- - . c- ;
- Mr, Devlin, having thus* cleared " lhe ground, quoted
ithe diptum ol Sir Henry CampbeM-Bannefman  that
good ' government was.no substitute for seli-movern-
rent, and if this were so, how much less was bad
government a substilute for seli-government, The speak-
er then brushed aside t1he contention that the demand
for IMome Rule'* was merely a sentimental one ;. but
even- if it were so he considered a nation like Ire-
iand, that had- given the world warriors, poels, -art-
ists, singers, and ‘maztyrs,. was destined by God

lish proviuce. The speaker’.dealt with the condition of
Ircland when she had a parliament of her -own, and

. The Lasik (jf‘entury-—- -
a century of nalional disaster, of decimated popula-
1ion, ruined industries, famines, abortive rebeHions, of
justice denicd, and. the righls ang liberties of the peo-
pie trampled uppmaglie did mno$ refer-to these mat-
ters -for the purpose of stirrjng up enmity, but to
show how signally England had- failed during the past
i00 years in- governing Ircland according 1o - the- prin-

ciples of right and justice. The statements made  as .,

to the comdilion- of - Ireland during the pasl cenfury
were facts known to every unbiassed student of history,
whilst ihe statislics wilh reference to depopulation,
and the tragic; siory of the famine years were taken
from Governmenl publications. A curious commentary
on ihe government of lIreland was mentioned by Mr.
Devlin. The cost of education came from the revenue
derived -from whisky, so that as the people advanced
in sobriety the grant for education was reduced. New
Zealand prohibilionists should make a  note of this.

The paternal knferest which the Government takes*in.

education was ,| again illustrated by the statement ithat
| The Policeman . .
in Ireland is 3 much wors important individual in the
eyes of the aulhotities than the school teacher, as
judged by remuneration for services. Another import-
ant point touched upon by Mr, Devlin was that of
taxation. As) the population -decreased, taxaton in-
creased, so that pow. she is paying five times the
amount into the Imperial Excheguer that she paid with
double the ponulalion, ]
equal to Scotlani, yet her police foree! cost a million
more ihan Sco:lval. she paid the . same amount in
excess for .her judiciary, and--three gquarters of a mil-
lion move for hers local -government, notwithstanding
the. fact that it was the most crimeless country  in
-the world, as was .evidenced By the frequency with
which the’judges” on  circuit were presented with white
gloves. Mr. Gladsione, Mr. Chamberlain, and others

were. quoted in support of the utter failute of English -

rule in Jréland. -~ The speaker . then went on to refer
to the change thal, was maling itself fell among the
ihinking portion of ithe population of. i

_ - The North of Ireland, .
who were beginning . to realise * that sectarian strife
for their own
selfish ends. The small section of Irigh representa-
tives -who cailed themselves Unionists, had secured luc-
rative positions out of all proportion to their num-
bers, abilities, or impiortance as a parly. One of these
with a fat salary represented West Belfast in the Iast

for-

a higher purposc than Lo be regarded as a mere Eng--{ Slituency. “His-

. Australia, for-

Ireland 'had a pgpulaiion about -

Parliament, but now some other fellow was enjoying
the salary, whilst the speaker had the  seat. -(Ap-
plause.) 1t was to. the credit.. of the~ Irish party that
during. ils existemce not a singie member accepted any
position” of emolumegt from the Gavermment. Nearly
“every Under-Secretary,- who had been-at Dublin Castle,
-went back tb England convinced that the system of
government was bad:- Amongst -these were Sir Robert
- Hamiltoy and 8ir Redvers Buller (the distinguished sol-
dier). - T P T
My, Devlin then dealt with the obiections to Home
Rule on the general lipes reporved in our last issue.
First of all it was contended that the granting to
Ireland of the right 1o manage:-her own affairs would
lead to the dismemberment of _the Empire.” Well,” his
experience of Australia and Canada was that the peo-
. ple in ‘those colonies were marvellously loyal, “for
where there was _freedom. -there -was loyally. ‘The
-second stock .argivnent againsty granting seli-government
to Ireland. was thal™ Home Rule meant Reme Ruie.
This was a hoary calumny, and the Speaker ‘Challenged
any objector -to” name ‘a single instancé” where the
Catholios. of Ilreland persecuted any.one for conscience
sake. Of the 86. members of , the. Irish, Party.25 were
Jdrish Protestants. Donegal wilh.a Catholic population
of 95 per cent. returned ‘two Proiestants, DMr. Swift
M‘Neill and Mr.-Hugh' Law ; Cork with aboul the sam
percentige of Catfholies- returned :Captain Dorelan - and
Mr. W. Abrgbam. 1t was -the same in Longforg,
which was represented by Mr, Blake, son of a. Protes-
lant prelate, Wwhilsl -Galway  gave the latesi example
of the tolerant spirii of thé Catholies by elegting D,
Stephen -Gwynn., (Applause). -

Then again - -
; - 7 ,- Every'Lealexr - = - : .-
in every movement for- the bettermment of Ireland” from

Robert ' Emmet * 10 Parnell, “with the exzception:” of
O'Copnell, .was- a Frotestant. -11e, ‘himseld: bad “Theen
elected for Wesl Belfust by kis Citfiolic “3nd Pébtes-

* tant fellow-cilizéns, being the first Catholic in 25 ¥ears,
and the second” ™in 4- ¢enfury to represent -that.ton-

U reburh - was- ap’.example of the -new
spirit that was- coming inlo existence in Ulsier. .(Ap-
plause). -The third objection was  that it ithey” had
Home Rule they would quarrel amongst themselved, hut
even if that weére so he thought they could” not make
such a’ bad hand of things: as had been done during

" the “past century. : ‘Furthermiors, .it was not: likely -they

would agree on every point. They did. not doZ8y . in
3 there- they had ' profeetionists,; irééetra-
ders; and> labor- mén.  ResSponsifilty = woilki® create
stability. ‘Lhis was not a fight-for"ifitberint- progress
nor for political power;. it wds.sa fight to
their race - from extermination. It was to _preserve Ire-
land, "to malke it the home of a grand ol¢ Irish pea-
santry. Im conclusion ke expressed- {he belief that. they
were. coming to the -end ‘of this conflict, and* it was
to- be their -joy and his to see -the-last acl enacted
of this great lumandrama. And when the Irish envoy
next came to New Zealadd it would not be to plead
for succor and Support for a brave and gallant people
to fight against unparalleled odds, but it would” he to
convey the . gratitude of the Irish at Home to the Itish
abroad and to .all sections who- love human liberty for
1ts own sake. (Prolunged applause). .
_ RESOLUTIONS, ETC. . |
. In the interval belween ihe, speech and the proposal
of _the resolutions a number of - gentlemen made a col-
lection - among the  audfence, the Kaikorai Band at the
same time playing Irish selections. i to
His Lordship Bishop .Verdon in-a briels speech pro-
posed the first resolution, which- was as follows : ¢ That
ihis meeting endorse the. principles of ithe Irish Home
Rule movement, believing *.that local self-government,
while preserving the Imperial connection, will be for
the benefit alike of Iréland and the Empire.! -
- The motion was seconded- by Mr. C. “Ddrling, who,
in the .course of hiysremarhs, said he- was not aware
~ol any instance in history where the maintenance of a
policy of justic€ and fulbanity and morality hadled to
the- disruption of an’ ~Emjife, but he was aware ol
many . examples, whether ©f empire, republic, ‘or' mén-
archy, in which a policy that™ had”involved- human de-
gradation had resuiled in decay -and ruin. . The Irish
party stood for' the -right - of “self-govetniment, of  indi-
Wdual initialive,Z and the right of the péople to fashion
;ll,.l’['(l form and direct the government umier which they
live, - o o
:  The resolution was "carried with--enthisiasm.
oMo AL R, Barclay then movedcsThat the thanks of
this meeting be heartily . given t6 Mr. -Devlin  for  his
able and .clear exposition-of ‘the aim’ of " 1he Irish
I_Va.tlcma.l ;nomment,_ and. they- pledge themselves to as-
sisi the Irish and Liberal parliamentary leaders by every
mmeans La their power.! " In “theicourse of his speich
he said he firmly believed that after all these years
the dawn was -breaking, that théy were on the verge
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