
A query: * Dear Rev. Editor,— To settle a discus-
sion- among some members, of our club : Would you
advise against "backing cme's.Jancy " even-ina strictly
fair, moderate), zyid very

"'
occasional 'way, at hofrse-

rapes ?
' -' .

The answer:. .Son, you ask for counsel. And our
'

counsel on the subject (.which, of course, has no force
of precept)' is icst" summed up in the dictum of Mark
Twain :,'There1 are t̂wo*occasions in a man's life when-
he should .not 'wager— when he can't,afford it,a;nd when"
he can '.. Bujt'; if, any of you yqung men^are bgrit upon'backing you£\ fancys^,-4licn let it be' the^reliableflyer
on which (accoEding,to his biographer)William Terriss
often staked,Vyet {never }ost and never won— 'a little
iilly called Common',Sense, rid-den by Tommy Let-it-
alone '. > ,»--"«!„

An Anti-Catholic Crusade
There, have, been pretty yearly as many crimesp-er-

petrated in the iiame of religion' as in the name" of
liberty: In Victoria"" there is"an interesting knot- of-~
enthusiasts of 'saffron hue who -call themselves '

The
Protestant Electors' Committee'. They Mught out
yesterday's Federal elections, but not on Federal, or
any political, issues. JTheir platform was a single-plank
one—the- exclusion of Catholics .and of tolerant an>;l
fair-minded Protestants from public life. ,-And.'this!."
great political and social crime—the ..crime- of conspir-''
ing to set aside a fund^menjtal- principle of .the Con-
stitution and injecting- the. rodent virus of '. sectarian
hate and strife into "Victorian public life—was commit-
ted in the sacred name of religion. The guillotining
Reds of the' French Revolution" erected their sta/tue^.t,o
Liberty. , The lesser Reds., across- the seas in Victorikmay now erect a statue to the wooden-headed idol-
more hideous than a.Maori grotesque—that* presides
over religious persecution. " A strange," grim

'
atua '

indeed is the god of their worship—not the God of
mercy and brotherly love,.nor "even the Allah of theMahomedan, but a dehumanised Blunderbore, wfbh '
merciless club, and ,-single ever-raging eye, and teeth to ■

lacerate his victims. How true the words of Warbui- «
ton: 'Tlie - bigot reverses the order of creation, and
makes God in man's "image;.choosing the very ■ugliest -
pattern to model from—namely, himself.' We,"are not
sure that,-there exist south of the Tropic of-.Capricorn
uglier patterns of -bigotry-than are to- -be found among
the 'ill-guided few who" haye

rj)een/for some time past'-"
preaching.rthe Moloch gospel of sectarian .hate and strife
in Victoria. The recent .grand protest of "the-Mel-^bourne Catholic laity was both timely and much"
heeded/""'"v' - -"" , ...■*"

An Unctuous Rascal
Years agd;r thergrants of the "sham ' ex-priest'and'

ex-monk' business were so /considerable that this
branch of .the "magsman's 'profession ' became ." for a

"

Uime uncomfortably, overcrowded. The congestion washowever, gradually relieved by* the " action of the police

and the criminal -courts. We' Kav> effaced— arid" retainin our '* Rogues' dallecy '—the careers .of>spm'e\
~
scoresof- the .so-called;-. '^ex-piiest ' andh ,« eWnonk; '-;,..sland'er-

"mongers that have been retailing pornographic filth tothe public during .past-.twenty ,years al. ..(visually),..
[ front seats one shilling,f' bacr:Veats';'sixpence"'— or"

"

"fts"American equiyalenc, .The^v_astlyr,greater part of them
were neverrpriests";" or monks1'; --

aj
'"

bTg^peic'eivtaige of:, them,., were never,Catholics. /i'he* few-of."them-that were"
1 once irr~ the sacred, ministry were merely .'weeds thatthe

T
Pope..threw over" his garden Vail-— cast for.th for

,,opnduct' unworthy' of their higH.'and holy calling; We
"

/"have failed.to find among' this class of.poarse
"' lecturers*'

weven one "man of- unblemished character.- -With a,- fewexceptions,- they are,- Motown to-Hhe police ' an-d havemade (some of ■" them repeatedly) the acquaintanceof the
prison cell. Arid mie and"all of. 't'fii's" loathsome^ "class"_ made a;dishonoi;ab-lc'livelihood^bycarousingrand-trading-

",on sectarianpassion amicrorrupXln&l-ILhe^-m^nds- of youth
with pamphlets.which (in the,wprds/of '"Newman) '

can-
not have been intended for—any other purpose than to''afford merriment in the haunts oi "v-ice and profligacy'.*
- One of the bright' particular ornaments of-this/btandof the .philosophy- of.the stye is the .unctuous "rascal
who"'calls himself*v ex-monk » Windows. „He" wasnever
a monk and his real name is Nobbs, not Widdpw.s. "He
was sentenced ;in Uana-da (says London 'Truth '

of
March 30,^1899) id' ten years' penal servitude for a
crime which involved,'a^ piece of as revolting, immor-
ality as it would be;" possible "■ to conceive '. In. the
House of Commons in July, 1901, the Chief Secretary
for Ireland (Mr. Wyndham) told how the brutalisedim-

p ostor '
-vvas convicted in London in 1888 of the offence

referred to '
(an unmentionable crime)- « and sentenced to. ten years' penal:servitude., Shortly after Mr:Wynd-

ham" had " exposed - the:'l>ogUi> '-ex-monk' in Parliament,
ft .the fellow was 'sent -up,' ,Joj^a-tetm^of. /P^iial^-seryi-

tu-ue for another abominable'crime.-% OrP'-his'-iibe'ratidiii
some two years"ago or ch'ereabouts;- 'he "Was
back to his.conventicle;in--Hackneyv (L-ondo^) by%bevy
of vtlie "' lidies '■ 'of

-
the iiltle congregation fthat are

"satisfied to.' listen'1
-
to'-the unspeakable^ bll,ckguard-'"s ex-- position of the'""Gospel,;acc.ording^tio;.?ypbbs.tr,"Pew.inMs -

■-
Inoisome ,trade -hav,e learned better- -than:.:he '^--

JThe knowledge"'of the thriving art;- '
, A holy outside and* a hollow",heart''.-■ ,-'

"But .the profession is not so profitiable^asjt was— the
sciioolmaster has been, abroad to'-Vqmei^piulr'pdse.. And- the sham '

ex-monk '—but genuineJet-c6nvict^pt l'H^ck-:l'H^ck-:~

% ney is now, as Panurge was at.^t}iirty-five,"subject to" a'
hciivd of -.-disease v'wh.i<3i is calledtjack of money:" Here,\is
how London ' Truth' of " Se|rt6mber 19 deals Vijbti the
unctuous ex-convict and his f;urgent appeal ' fOr^sEekels :-.,i �-»._ t ,r" �''*]', ■ '-■- c.v" " -

s"'"
'A< corlespondcnt forwards a^tcopy, .of an ,"r( urgent

appeal" from the unspeakable scoundrel Widdows,
which was put into his hand -at an open-air religious,
service in. Haokney. Widdo.ws.ig- i-tf-"urgent want oF£4OO'to discharge- a debt whichfisrjiangingover ■.his head,
and by way of suggesling.that ,-i/he debt.is,driving.hfjn -
into an. 'early lie goes on thus :.'" The -winter*of
.my life is approaching, and, sleepingIdream/ and waMng
Ihope, that,, ' before I go hence,1 -this 'debt may ''be
swiped- out. -Mental worry~and akxiet'y have aserious breakdown in healtli, and 1 was obliged t̂o
give up work for a time, but thank God laiii some-
what restored.",■It is easy to,understand,that a man" -who has " done '■."two 'terms "of "penal?servitude in this,
country, subsequently to imprisonment in the Colonies,-

r* =has experienced^aa. good.A-deaL^jof-fjnentaU-^jorry-^and.ianxiety.'
'" *''*' *£

When" Nobbs" "(alias "Wiado-wsj'"ira"s~" passed' through"-
1th© .'winter of his life ', his tonvbj'-may,. appropriately -
bear'~the-following "inscription (adapted1«from Barham''s~,"

Rob ' Gilpin) :— . ~r-::',■-- .-~-r.r'
John Widdows was a,conviat bqld.^ \ "'"[
'Of very bad

're'nowif '�'.'"*. -
r Z~' ~ .',"' " ''"^

Of no great lcredit 'in"his own,
"' ~" r

Or any. ojther town'.'- -
■ .*-

-
■-"-

" r^y^-tj "■ ■ ' " - - - ;■

Current Topics

Mr. Devlin
Mr.jJ)evHn, R1.P.,, arrived at 'W Bluff on' Monday,

and Lis.-already */ well' launched--upon his New Zealand
tour. We wish the gifted orator and envoy a hearty
cead mile f-ailte." Thij; is indeed a case in which (as

"

the- gracious Shakespearian hostess Silvia- saith) the
comer's quality and" worth are.warrant for his welcome',
hither. We bespeak fox him-.-a' welcome «■ '.according to
_his .worth'—and .a generous" welcome'that will

'
appear

in other ways than.words.'. For sympathy with,-a
struggling nation, like truth, 'hath

*
better "deeds thai"

-.words to graco- it. - - - . '. � ,vV

Tommy Let-it-alone
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