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oot Certainly, . Gracia agsented graciously. * Still,.
would “be Detter“for, me 10”16t her, krow the reasbi
of her dismissak ~ A’ sort ‘of kindiy: advice, you-know, -
to enable ‘her~tozkeep her next plage,':loftily., =
<. Mr, Hobbs'- smile - was - buried “in": his' newspapér.

After breakfast_(racia - -velited t6* the verandsh to
read a2 new ‘magazine,. while Mr,-, Hobbs . warily 2D-,
proaghed the Lkitchen. -~ T T T e e b
© iUAhb good-;morning, Maxrtha.?,

¢ Morning,- ME, Ilobbs.’ )
. r7 + Martha, - ho
cation 71 '} ¢

“What, sir ?

¢ Still,, <t

; would -you Li.l_fef

- YA vacation. " Th. :3;'01'1’1('157-&6 ‘Y%u g‘oud Beslde%,_;l\
Gracia believes_she would like {o housekeep -fof.° 4
week OF " 8.0 Tt A P I AT S A

* ¢ Misy- Gragia ¥ Housekvep:? - Lor’bless you, “giee she b

aln't ever dome:ay stroke of work dn ~her -life:* i aer

‘ She thinks she ought.lo begin. To- tell sthe rAfuihy..|

Martha, shé wants' 16 “dismiss Wrivial,,
reasen, 1_fdrgel twhab it -is. I want you Jlo ‘preténd
toi go,. but 1o;*be'ready” 1o -coue back—this is  Mon-
day—say, Friday-morning, - ~f )
‘Three days.” She'll . want.me back inzone. Though
I'm "not S0 sure’’ il coiue 'bagk at all.” You .see,xoMiss
“Gricld’s “véry -oyérbedrin’ 4at-"times ;' always telling me
how to cook ‘and’ “make jelly and™ hed€T “fiie  that"s
done - 'em - sincé 1~ wis "kne¢ high- to a duck, -and her
that’s been readii’~#n {he noosepapers ‘* Flow.io:bouse-'s
keep.*’ Af -sheld only {€ll* mw “that she
anything,” I’d -like: 10 Tieach .her. She—' .
* That's enough, Martha. Jusi accept. thigbillandes

return - in- ‘time fot- breakfast - Kriday - MOrRing—if Grasa |
'shis ~a.drde‘ded1p1‘o§ N
T e commnan af |
I'll be back Fri--=f
“Thank ‘yvouw: kindly, sir?<> o wlow v

Lla “can “exist without you till-then,
malically. . ~ T S
""" £ Oh,” thank, you, sit. Yes. oir,
day- mornin’ sharp. :
At- 5 o'clock "Maftihd, - having prepared the-‘evening ..
tea, was about “to.idepart, when Gracia overtoek. her:
in the back hallway. Mer farewell words were "of" a™
rather " haughly “character, - e MR
‘ A moment; - Martha,” ‘she began in an 6Verth
hitls-and-fdr-away tehe ;. :1 would like> ‘Lo sayisfoods
by to you, and before you zod to imform : yousr-why -
I am dismissing yow." Fitst, you are too™ slows3¥ sed: <
oml, you hecomne angry whehever I assert my positicn "
as mistress in the slighlest .degree. Sometimes Yout- -
aprons aren't -all “that a. maid's should b€, and-Sdhss-,
good-hye, Martha, godd-bye,’ "she ~ ended ~abruptly ,-..as
Martha’s face prognostitaied a Storw. The | stoxm .
blew. over, however, for -Martha, bent over her-valise; -
her shoulders shaking slighlly but suspiciously.

* Good-bye,” " Migy -Gracia.” In another moment-
fJewel * was lost “le sight, | . E
It wag something of a povelty Iov. Grdeia, §o- rise.b

at six. The early - morning hours, she assured” “her
self, were ihe, litile-knowi  best) time . ;

the",

: of 1he"da
bragcing, invigoratling lhey weré—but; still-Gracla yawn-
ed. Brepkfast, .she’ went on, .was  simple—fruit, - .
cereal, rolls, coflee, ahd Dbacon 'perhaps. None of lhese
things was ‘beyond Grazia, forbe it undersiood-—that-”
she could cpok in @ .cerlain small degree, Tl
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Seven o'clock saw :Gracia_in the kitchen.j’g""{}léré?%
trulv Leyr bead saved. her. heels: nothing, -and At eighi™

o'clock, when. she was survéying . with sagisfapctioifs

well-dons bréaklast, .she was suddenly”struck by the tag
that she had nob set' the table,
to Irizzle "in  "the oven, she -hurriedly arranged . they
breakfast . plaies. . Never before : had she realiged thé
number of small.. ihings_ netedsary to a perfecfly “ApS--
pointed table.- Back and  forth, forth and back she:
dashed. “At- ninero'cluck ihey breakfasted. « I

that * slow-poke * Marthg had  served - the¥same-
at half-past seven the day “hefore.
the fdet, of course. As soon as Mr. Flobbs was™ on"-
bis late way to towd and Bob in the yard -, Playings
iennds, Grada yawnéd, ‘glanced al {he dishes_to _ bf:s_,
" washed, yawned more 1han ever, then sleepily " maids™"
-hev: way to the davenporb. ‘ot one litlle minvte; I
she explained to ‘Her conscience. One | litlle minutg
was . ticked away: by geandfallier’s’ clock; - then' " £irg™
-little minutes and three. Gracia was" o5t "to "W
time.. Monotonously- the. cloek™ intoned’ {he  ,Jipuk;
.aml:'ﬁ:na;jy ~bwglve, - oA
-t Gratia, wake. ups T want“some Hanch
-brother Bob's Eellle voiee. "% ~ st
‘ What ?7 “Oh, Mariba’l Lave lunch in a_few

ey

“myeal
No¢ one mentioned

W .. DN~
utes,”  tomlortably. “Y D6 ,go - away - and let Gricis ™
isleép, > B ’

“ Wake.up ;... Martlia
sisted Boh.r - 7 1 i
_ ' Martha not “here ? Hasn’t she: cleared the.-break-y .
fast’ table! yeb ?" Ol the Hghf* of remembranos;broke ..
in-"upon her—-'oh, "t igh'{t latl) ds il 7 v s os e ¥
Y'Twelve, and 1'm hungiy,’ Bob reiterated.. . o
=t-Twelve ? 1
What, would you jike?' .she. pacificated.
‘Pears and pic and loh?

-

_you for some  privial, |-

didn't -Kaotw-: | -

-1 her

|- but what- 65
Leaving the_~hacons |

beligye. |,

«|-:-BLeased pans,
isn’t here and? T'in-h gry§tiper=2- |-
R : & A §1T

I—why,. I}l ‘have lunohedn_:im;qed_ia:'gg‘i};;;“ -

' Stop I I—I"m - sure; -Efigvérs {heught “abowt it. I
haven’t ‘orderéd the grocefies<“The “last’ words wete
-"lost to the wondering. Bob, as. Gracia’ had . gained
-the 'phone by - ihe* fime they Swere- utterell.” Ad o whirl
~wind. she rushed back: to- the. dining-room; and-in ihe
vortex she ecatried ;phe hrealifast fishes:to.sthe, “kitchen,
ne - o’clock | did’. not -bring  The grocefiés, = so ‘she
“humbly” asked” the famishedLby {o lunth an bread and

31 sglilk. -, When  her- order . did.arijve Gracia zesolved on
._reformation, providentialiy” prepared the ‘vegetables for

“‘dinner; for she’ was ot lo
afternoon. _It- occurred to’cher!-during {he washing and
peeling™ and: shelling of flio” yaricus’ ™ vegetables'  ihat

- Martha- Thad- always, before bréakfagt too, dusted the

- downstairs: Tooms.. . ccordingly . she "hastily, finished, . her

. preparatiens, found " a."dister, ; “and. faced ihg parlors.
The “f6fmal” process over, Gracia;enscomced, hérself in o
“chair; o't last evening’s paper. in her hand. She turned
4§ usual 1;0‘~her’““Hln‘ts"'cﬁi’:;I‘Ig'ﬁéel{eeping‘,’“ S0 despised
by -Martha, "The  first senithce to seet her horrified
eyes 1an fhus: " 70 7T e T T

‘ When making beds—=—""% * Béds] “heds! I *ddn't make
any- beds.’” Wil her usual late -energy Gracia sped-up

-~ the stairs<as’ the old clbCleicusingty - struek ‘six,

When "Gracia -was-shurrping woveradhe lasl shed. . she

. heard her neglected “braflier. rish toWaids ihe.w*front

~“have g -'spare moment that-

door. R
S Father I'' she exclaimed,

Jeed {6 ¥lock ihe bedroomt dog:

she anlicipated; ~,7 777 ¥ "

é.x‘iii deliberately advan-
here wasta xap, Fas

‘Gracla, I'm home, dediy o 0. .
i Yes o E !
CWell 27

T Gogd evening' ¢
¢ Goodl cvening. . Gragia,
papering .or “caleiminiig
©_"¥No, sir; I am, ot T
 YYou aren’t crying ¥ ziously, D
" Nao.' - c-’- J “‘ i N
o~ . =Well, what are you doifg? ™ = “ 7.
-' Making the bed.’.” i sl it
... A strained , silence, then io® the listening, Gracia was
“borne” i “the” sound of a half-suppiessed . chuckle, *_For

F e LR

hope.-youy aren’t’

-

a_moment Gracia ™ IHoWhsd: “but~ the “peristént “chickle
. was*“soon  _'supplemented by her wholly_ unsuppresged:
lauphter. Sufiderily shé! siopped_ and sighed. = ¢ Oh,
Martha, Martha t’ tien ,added raloud: 57 :
‘ We'll have a lale supper, father.’
* U AlLthe mofe fashiotable, my “dear,’
. responded the séhemer. e ety
At the cost .of some of
the work resolvéd itsell ' litlo’ Sothewlfal ‘bettor limes,
«The beds were made in.{ihe morning,, and the breik-
fast dishes were " washed imnitiiately after: that- mead,
. Mipugh she . deliberately abaundaned “1lie . parlors.to their
- Qust,  In ihe eVening she. was triumphantly sitting
down to a seven o'clock .dinper . when she observed Boh
- bcamfing‘;:‘bcnignly at hetl In “ws{ification she looked. at
atlier, N Yoo :
- " Why,. what's thé Miaiter with nme, aiyway ? You
.. both are staring— Lo e e S e e
" “Her father’ gravély led” her to “ilié picr glass in the
Chall, A queér refleclion truly, for. her hair,. dishevel-
led, fell coyiy &owards hér Teft eal, her shoe ribBons—
, y was their injeres®.was. her once  im-
Qm‘acula\te”ﬁpmn., It had become™a whole library « of
" novels,' Stove polish, berries, and other articles had
“lefl their story iheve. Worsioof all, there was a “hig
- ‘barndoor ' dear: * Surely Martha—but one must -gup-~
press Mme's decpest longings, one_ musl smile for.appeayr- .
ance -sake, while- inwardly -one- says- * Poor’ Martha.'
. Thursday afternoon Gracia-rushed in where the. pro-
“verbial “angels would * havie “feaved ' to - dread.. She  de-
. clded 1o _make a cake. Not that she  could not make
“goodd cale, but she’had* ot acquireds volocity ‘enough
. fo® carryTher: (hrough all- “thei bousework .and bake the
2gake,;-too. "So, cheerfully, oli¢  avojded 1he dusting
. again, R ’
"*  In her pink gingham, slarched.aud iresh, and |er
Clean  wlite apron, standing.- over the: big. vellow: bowl,
{ilacia . was_a . pleasant Phyllis; T However,  she was

'cheerfgjlly

Gracia's sieeping hours
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pif0on i surrounded by ihe uncailéd-for,missiness which an

< amateuf: alWays causes< inm a ~hitehény., 7 7 Amid - the
the dabs_of butler; and ihe spripkling. of

eflour s appeared the hospitabler Dok bringirig: 4" com-, -
spafion of :his, just as _Gracix- discovered fsome ,“:yiallmivlr
.«1races . of egg splashed on her. fresh :pink -gingham. I4®
was rather an iaaus picious; inpment i ShLOMbeS~ ngver- -
come singly,” Gracia.. grimly, observed: to, - herself+as he
S lwo- boys entered. | - o,L. L t.s : : -
t T . (Mo berconelwded;
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- Imp  originally méafit “a- hildy” -~ 7
Acre’ originally meant gz field of any “size.

Meat -originaliy meant any kind of food. .
Libel originally’ meant 'y small book® or pamphlet:



