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married name,

straight many- a_time when-.1/have
has helped-ime lo live so. ihab:'if.
mee her, I -can look in-her dear.
ashamed of ayséll, ihank God.’ * -
He turned away,-his head: -

heen tenipted; -and--
J.’ever chance'<lo,
facg.and ~not. he

P T PR

Embatrassed . at” having, so.abruptly,-intruded -into,
the “inner’ sanctuary of his-heart: I inurmured.: - '@ -
" Dear” friend; whalever of joy ‘Tife hag" iven” {0

your old sweethearl, ~at -legst- she Shag
truer -love:than::the homage vou laid -at
Then I stold away. KA . ;
© " Do 'you observe, miss, how- ‘peorly Mr: Keene ‘g
looking for a ' while -past?’ said Miss - Bedelia
McShane, dhe Ialest dddivion to our forces.

Bedelia, before her fooflighi_debul, 'had played only-
the humble part of scrubbing” the lobby of .the theatre.
A charwoman being required lor a role gn ‘the stage,
the position was given to her, and:she made a hil hy
her, absolute- disregard: of everytling bug ;_‘g_h(_a»woglgfﬁe—;‘*

fore “Ter, - Lo

: ' Being set 1o serub, [ iust serubs,' she ‘Téplied

when askel the sectet of her success. ’ -
The, phrase became” a  by-word aniong us.-;
Her remark Lo e with' tefefence o old -Joe™ was

made ‘several weeks.afley I had, - in: a~measure, forced -

myself "into his. ‘' confidence’ - Althouglr I, {o0; had_ not-'

never found a
her feet.’

teed “that he Was failing, 1 did not.care to admif. 1l
to. anyoue. S - U
*Oh, Mr. Keene only needs'a Test,” I answered

with assumed carelessness.
was the trouble between ¥
s morning ?’

The "ruse succeeded.

‘ Sure, miss, JJliere is no frouble at all," answered
{hie McShane volubly, ‘ excepl it be 1Lat I've istruck
for more leisure.
atre now goin' on’ siven year.,
the mornin’, I plays me parg
plays ‘me part .
play me two
Ahree.! TR . el . i
Bedelia was a5, good as her word,- and the iman~
ager had {o .yield or -we would hav
most popular mewbels -ol. our company. Qur aploic-
manager had been running one play since the beginhing
of the season, and that Mr. Keenre was losing groimd-
soch became only too mamfest lo all concerued, - Lai-*
terly his strong scene -in tiic last act had not heen
given~with the necessary toree, ‘and each evering - I -
_appeared more disiressed for- breath as the purtain-fell,
T * Mimi,” whigpered Richird to me "one night —as 1.
stood in. the.. wings,.at- the begioning of  the play,
1heé mamnager has. resolved to hand old Joe his notiee
He has written ihe letter and will give it to him Loz

' But lell me, Bedelia, whal
ou and 1he stage manager

I serubs -the stoops™in
i the afternoon,, and, I
:3n  the everin’ . 1i's 1oo much: T'll
perfortnances. a ‘day, but I'll qu‘it_ “al .

night’ before he goes home.” | . IR N
“ Our dear friedd,” I sighed. - ‘ How T wish we could
save him from 1ihis tridl, that we co
huniiliation of this dismissal:’ “ey
We were powerléss 1o averl the hlow, *-

-

Yet  the thought of her has kept me. .|

" I'Vo been charwoman at this ilhays .

e lost one of' the -

- e had- played so

uld spare ‘him the .

.. Throughout the second act it- was. ihé saime. = He
~wasj-clearly €azer "to show Iiis early sweetheart, and
lhe objget, of—his lile-long devotion, that, after all, - he
Was nol an ‘absolute failure or unworthy - of; her re-
©Speci.  She.must.at lesst admit that he., possessed a
spuk of thie ™ divipé’ fife;>:that. thes drdam of his youth
- had not been all- 4 delugion:: o ’
' To her he.bowed as-he apgea
me before. ihe cuirtain al

And she ?
from "the first,

B

.4 . .
fed -orice “more with

“the. end of ;‘_{a,lg‘a;ih'irﬂ,ﬁ.t_.qct.
Ah, - ¥Fes, siie-had recogniSedrhim almost,
Lven while' I was going thrgiigh. my

X

own pary, her [ace,-with its tense, -startied, yet tender
Lxpression, was ever beforevme,, ¥ ;
Plainly, through ail the yearswhich had passed, in

spite of & " separation of more than half a lifetime,
she had .ot lost interést 15~ the career and “wellbeing
‘of het.lover. seAnd: now,.as she leaned forward-in het
chalr aml followed his every. mation. and every .note
of his voice, L-[eil, with an*undérstanding *that ~ ‘my
own- ‘love fgr_, Richard gave sine,-that the old love had
rushed” back 10 her “heart - if'a tide of fond recollec-
tions:: For she.iiust have “loved him oncej“év‘en‘_ﬁhbﬂéh
later she may haye hnown g -deeper love. _ For ihe
nonce she was . gzl .again,. and, -he a _ handsome,
young man pourihy his ' ardent " vows into her = willing
ears. Al ihe yeafs “bebween Secuhed to have laded
-away., even the young min =al - her*side was-as if he
had never been. o AT
In the last scene Joe- fairly-
efforts, the  scene in whicls - his-ipoor - old-- voies “Had
been wont to tremble and; sometimes. even to break.-
He played it 'wilk the “sirength, of other, days, and,
. his voice’ rang clear and trug - up Lo “the climix,
where, “according lo 1hé business of the piece, he pitch-
,-ed forward into Richard's®outstretched -arms. — @ 7l
When this happencid, ‘Richard.gave a- ‘guick,. nervdus

glance at me, and then laid him gently.;pl'one upon
ihe stage. R

.ot Dead,’ fallered ane. of. thes company, speaking - {H&
ime of the play. Still following .. ihe sceme, T fell
upon my  knees beside the. okl actor.. Bul to-night. my
-ery of - anguish was . not” feiguel’ . I, was really.. frighd.
ened, terror-stricken, LT oo

nd _the Jfootlightss ot
‘only . Richard -andi - L
Jdeath-sgenc. that-had» juste

L
, *For of all' that throng beyo
among the people on the .stage,
knew it was-nol a mimec.
heen  enacled.

Poor old Joe' ife had gained h_i-s'. one ﬁig-ﬁt of
lriumph. And now, g higher power fhan the manager
had given him his notice, '~ - . eantaT )

i

And the lady in the orchestra -eirele ¥ = ' =

The denouelent was -cettainly - a--surprise to me:
XThat, woman who wasz - old - Joe's sweetheart in the
-long ago, the wofan to win -tho%e ‘smilesand tears
weli, who unkro¥wn--tg *herself had

influencéd. him for good througlioul - -his- —lifecthit
sweet-faced, gray-haivgl — woinai, was—my. mother }—
¢ Messenger of the Sagled Heart' -~ '

R
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¢ Well when " we have.a home of our own, - Joe | -y R 4‘ e ‘
shall be our guest for as long as he will stay with , - THE JEWEL "
ug, “shall ‘he not, Mimi'? ' Richard said. o 4 — .
I never loved him so much as I did at that . mo- i}

ment.” Joe was on : .
At ‘a point where the aclidn is sust

the other charvacters, 1 saw his™ glance sweep over the”

in the scene, and we watched him.;‘i
ained by “sgme of’4

" “Remember, she ¥§ " yoats, -G il
cia. Why—— T e

¢ She

has ‘peen-with us fi

is 100 siow.’ st Il

aécompﬁshed. !

-

p b i i " “But all ‘of her work is .
house. Then, shddenly, he gave a start of surprise, .. : Mol gt ! - .
It was imperceptible fo the audience, unremarked-even -~ ' She |5 oranky, Gracia wenb. on, \g}@hﬁl{fr.“?_heledmg
by my companion (I presenlly- discovered), but' plain | D8 father’s justificalion. ¢ She won't’ ever 16t me fuss
enough to me LT vos ) in the kitehen. "I ought Ao ¥now .. somethingsdhoute
The next 1f101nent he was pulting ‘a ﬁreyam-d-vigor if housekeeping, - father, and if she won’t allow me 1o

into hig acting {hal had’ beeu lacking for .vears:

My® cue eame , and -I* wenl on. Br, Keene
tinued to play bis part’ with magnetic power, and the
curtain fell amid 'a Tound: of -applause. . . e

¢ By jove, I helieve somes one has pivern Keene a
hint about his notice I'* exclaimed
ofl. 4T had nob.ihe hearl, to™ tell
known he, would have - takén
have warned him long  ago.’

"I smiled,- vet; said nolhing..
no hint of ihe notice ihat I
our friend,

- I had.seen his. eyes turn
an eldefly lady in ‘widow’s we
row of -the - orchestra- chaijrs®
dently her som.

Richard as; I came,”

>it in this way 1 would

But.I knew ‘it Was
ad wréught the changekn

Again aml again towaid
eds 'who sal in the second,
with a young . man, eri-

3

:0M Joe was Hlaying to _only one individual*in (hd [
auliful, delicate-looking silver. "Iz

‘audience, ‘only
~haired-woman. DAL )
;+Ab-bnce. the_teuth flashed upon me. - T3 ¢
ihis lady was™rone olher’ than the woman of whom:
-he ~hads spoken fo .me, the 'womah whom he had - ance
loved. and loved still, .This.was the explanation of his
-sudden spirit-and’ feriid- renflering of his” lines,

tg"that be

k3
Sa

con-"- |

=

him, but-* had,- T,

E

earn with her, T'll have.'lo - instruct inyselt=.i-..
‘T6 sounds vell.’ IR A SOV o
‘I'Nl do just as Yyou say,-of icourse, - ~Let!.me try
two weeks, then school will open Vapd " F'H get ~another
~maid.’  Gtacia had yet -10.:discover ~thatmaids.«twera-
- becoming almest .as rare as-—=well;~buffaloes. - In-' the
. fall T intend to lake domestic sclence, " you...know /4 «
(th, indeed,’ - Tttt )

‘Yes. Just two weeks, father. I know Tow, . 1
cook meat and—cake; and -1 have always. doneithelsrd>
ering, Brothér Bob won't be any trouble. The house
is small,- .and lhere are only three of us. Please,
fathér.' This having to - heg-for ‘anything  shocked: ‘and
< durprised Gracia. ° Bosides alartha=—Martha, -is “such - a
",_slow-polke.’ )
' Slgw-pohe 7
Slow-poke !’ . ey
. They were Dbreakfasiing at half-past seven. 'Mr.
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We used to: éqllrl‘léi:;_\_‘l,hé_h ;Jﬁ“{el‘:"'

‘|-, Hobbs lovingly contemplated s cream gold coffee and

" the biscuits, wiiich were "solight”-bhey. mighighe- cijldd
&'frivolous.. .An idea occurred: to -him ; his*face bright-
. ened, and he suggested :- wmexva e R
‘ May I dismiss Mariha i
| have had her so long,’

'yselﬁ;l“';iéan ?
he apolqg;ised.

You -set.we

N -

'BEATH & Go, e sTaE,

S

OHBISTOHUROH, Fashionable .
T Drapere, Milliners, and-

eclipsed all. his former -



