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* - Friends at Court -~

GLEANINGS

FOR NEXT WEEK'S CALENDAR
- ] - ) ‘

.- - ) -
December 16, Sunday.—Third Sunday in Advent.-
17, Monday.—8St. Leonard o
Cenfessor.. . T -
Tuesday —Expectalion of the Nativity. .
Wednesday.~—S4, Urban™ V., Pope and Con-’
fessor. Limber Day. - -~ Co.
Thursday.—St., Josaphat 5f Poland, Bisho
and Martyr. E ’ -
21, TFriday.—St. Thomas, - Apostle. Ember Day-
"22, Salurday,—St. Deusdedit; Pope and -Conies-
sor. . Ember D&y. - oo T
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Expeclalion of tihe Nabiv-iffy.

This feast has -been instituted by the. Church to.
commemorate the longing desires and fervent aspirations
with which the lmmacnlate Viggin greeted. the:near “ap-.
proach of that happy day when she was to bring inio-
the world the long-espected Messiah, Whose coming to
redeem mankind had been the continual object - of her
sighs and prayers. T :

St. Urban V., Pope and Confessor.

Urban V. was Pope from 1362 40 1370, Being _ a. -
pattern of every virtue, he slrove to make the JFPapal
Court a model of Christiar life. He was g _great
patron of leaened men and most generons to the poor. .
One of his first cares was to calry on the expedi-
tion for the zecoveiy of. -lhe Floly Tand, begun by his
predecessor, Innocent VI, Convineed thgt- the "residence
.0l the Fopes at Avignon was injurions™o the intgrests
of the Church, he -returned to Rome in 1387, and way
received amid greal rejoicings. The faciious apnd lur- -
bulent - spiriteof the- Ifalians-induced him to transter
the Papal residence {o Avigaon in 1370, )

. . St. Thonias, Apostle. -
St. Thomas, also called Didymus, was one - of
twelve Apostles.
Galilee when Our Lord calied him
There are only three -incidents relaled of him in  the .
CGrospels, bul, lhese are enough 1o make his characler
move familiar to us than that of any other, exoepi
=S, Peter and Paul, ol - ’

1he
to be His Apostle.

GRAINS OF GOLD.

GOD'S LITTLE

L e

FLOWERET.

A Flowerct grew in” a dismal valley,, - - - = °

Where all around it was wild and drear-;
Where love came seldom, where’ raged unceasing -
The storms of sorvow_and sin and iear. .
And the Floweret turmed its face ioward heaven, .
Crying, ¢ God of Pity, look ‘down  on:ime, k
And take me away to Thy peaceful gavdens .
Across the bosom of Death’s dark sea !’

God heard the cry, and, Ilis hand outreaching,
Drew forth theFlower.from .the wind-swept vale,
was weak and wasted, and worn with suffering,
The poor liktle face of it pinched and pale.
He softened the wrath of 4he heaving billows,
- He rolled back the angry,. clamorous waves,” .
And smoothed a path for His tiny Floweret
O’er Death’s dread sea ‘and the Lind of Graves.
The Flower He brought home from the lowland wild
Was the sbainless soul of g holy child. -

- Co —*' Ave Marfa.’ '

The..golden momenis in the stream of life
us, and-we see.nothing but sand ; vhe angels come to’
visit us, and we kpow them only when ihey are. gone.”

Energy will do anything fhat can be dofie in. ihe.
world ; and no talents, no. eircumstances, mo opportu=
nitlés ‘will make a man wilhout i - e

It is the libtla pleasutes ‘that-make life siveet, as-
the little displéasutes may do more than aMictions te -
*.niake it bitler, T e . )
A generous prayert is.never presented in vain ; the

petibion may be refused, but the petitidher "is always;

I “believe, rewarded by sofie- gracious visitation,—R. L.
Stevenkon. B : T

Port.Maurice, -

e was a fisherman on the Lake of .-

rush past - |

“lexs,

" these occasions,

-~ The Storytelier - -
. TH E‘-:-ISI-TA_Y’:S"'.'{"I‘!H}E'T THi '

NG

' Every one among usloved - sldiJioe Keene, whose
roles- on -the boards .were . usually “the irate father,
the cold-blooded ' family ~solicilor, the -dishofest - skin-
flint, the close-fisted or profiigate husband, but who in_
real life was' the gentlesl, wnost upright and generous,
.of men. | . T L s

. We were a ‘thealrieal ‘compainy, - pathered together
after 1he opening ol _ihe-season from ihe ranks ol
those unfortunately oul..of  an engagoment, by a lead-
ing man who was delerinined to © star.' "And aiter a
"short tour on the road, W@ were actually playing in
New TYork, although fiot at 'the paradise of am actor’s

day-dreams, a Broadway thealre, - -
Mot -so longago, the player's calling.was looked
down _upon by the people’ onitihe other -side ‘of ‘the
footiights even while they._applauded - ihe player's
genius, ‘ . .
Now we are judged moTe jusily, -and the profes-
sion is known to be made up “of men and women

who, in their ¥irtues-or theii-faults, only “hold the
mirror up ' lo _the rést of- the world. . | :
- In our- company there were several -Catholics, in-
cluding Joe, Richard, and~mnysell. Someoné had asked
us to contribute our mite 1o the St.-Vincent de'Paul
Society, and al iuntervals 1. Uszed to gdo around col-
lecting  the dilnes and quEfUérs’ froud . ‘my - band - and.
any others who -chose. to give, usually .ihe whole com-
bany. - R )
*There are no people on <arlh
charitable -ithan the members: of
perhaps, it be- the , very
house districts in a great cily, . R
. ‘ Here comes Mimi  wilh- her liltle green silk bag,'
AMr. “Keene would say as, he caught sight of me on
and down would go his hand into
hie pockel on' thé insiant. S A
+Iv was the same whenever he - Heard- thes story of
‘any poor; feliow, either 4n our ranks-or out of them;
who wf.down on his luck~ Whén any: woman wasg
Jdn need; \his assistonce was- always: as delicately .- afd ™
chivalrously ren ered_ss 1hough she..were & princessi=
+ Hitherto 1 had” played ~¢nly  ingenué-~parts. .- ;BB
his year, wherl the ' leading lady wag taken I ~.mad
+Nad to -give up, I found mysélf at a bound promesed
“lo the 1op rung of onr  parlicular. theatrical ladder.
‘1t is- all right, Mimi, you can.do, it!®' Jo& ex-
claimed when I told him. ~ ..~ 9 T
Very proud I was dhal -he thought so, .for our
acquaintance . had begun ‘ouly when we were - both@en-
gaged by -the aclor-manager. = * = = - ¢ n 7
We were friends from this honr, and he grew so
fond of me that *Richard became alwost jealous. Rich-

A Widee e - -

more genetrous, and
* the profession,” un-
poor of the {enement-

~ard and kare. tobe ‘married” at the’ close of the sea-

son, - - r e - -

;  But the okl man-sald ‘1 loohed like*somgone he had
known lomg ago, and I "understood that many | of . the
little acts of hinduness | he showered upon mé were

> - - -

| prompied -by his enduring® affeétion for {hat other wo-

man, whoever she was,- A} least, she .musl now * be
gray-haired “and elderiy, unless, indeed; while still in
her youth and beauty she -had made her exit from
life, in. the firsi acl of. the _dra.ma.—_'i{}y-il, “comedy - or
'tra.gedy-——-ivhatevm' it was, : - -

Yes, we. all knew he. hagihizs romance, and one-day,
with the heedlessness, of . voulh and an impetuous dis-
position, - I~ imade bold 1o ask him about -it. s

“Mr: Keene, you mmusk.have-often thought, mie -an

_audacious liftle minx,” I beghn, -“and fyou know 7Fou
; are” & beautiful old Qero. in, -my .eyes,, .so-don't be
angry when I asi you to tell me a story.. Why
have’ you never married ?° A

The question disconceried .him,-and-- was,-truly,

imperiinence {or Wwhich
. was uttered. _ R AV TR

" He tried, to .smile, bul ke -“sad.-expression, of ~his
eves haunted me lor days alterwards amd his . vbice
trembled in spile "of his ablempl %o keep it steady.

P Ah, Mimi, child,’. bhe—yepliedy. * T awi just another

! ; an.
I blénied myself ds” sgon as it

.

“"who has grasped ab happiieSs ahd failed for obtain it.

When, I was a young . man l.had; my .ambition... .I
dreamed_of hecoming prominent in- my calling; a' star

v of the firsi- magnitude: : Fhen; grown ™ rich~andfamous,

“I would marry the - woman. I lgved.”” She was
one of usg, .and wighed -me to adopt another profes-
- sion. It "was the one pointzupon , which; we differed,
Circumstances parfted us. My dream of fanie and for-

" not

© tune haz ot yet come - Lruel and mevér will. ” ~ Long

ago,” she became the- wile of another. ¥or years I
haye- 'heard nothing of her; 1 do “not even ‘know her
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