
December 16, Sunday.— Third Sunday in Advent.- ■
-

17, Monday.— St. Leonard of Port^Maurice^'Confessor. .
� 18, Tuesday.—Expectation of .the Nativity.

IS), Wednesday.— St. Urban V:, Pope'and Con-
fessor. Ember Day. ■

-
„ 20, Thursday.— St. Josaphat of Poland, Bishop

and Martyr. ■

" �—
- 21, Friday.— St. Thomas, Apostle. Ember Day-.

� 22, Saturday.— St. De'usdedit; Pope and Confes- .
sor. .Ember Day. * - ' ~

Expectation of the Nativity. - -
This feast has been 'instituted' by the. "Chureli to

commemorate the longingdesires and fervent aspirations
with which the Immaculate Virgin greeted- the-near 'ap-proach of that hapjgy day when she \vas to bring inkrthe. world the long-expected Messiah, "Whose coming toredeem mankind had been the continual object - of hersighs and prayers. , .

St. Urban V., Pope and Confessor. "'- '
Urban V. was Pope from 1362 -to 1370. Being

'

a.pattern of every virtue, he strove to make the JPapal'Court a model of Christian- life. He was a- greatpatron of lear-ned men and most generous to the poor "
One of his first cares was to carry on the" expedi-tion for the recoveiy oLi/he Holy Land, begunby hispredecessor, Innocent VI. Convinced that" the "residence.of the Popes at Avignon was injurious to the interestsof the Church, he -returned to Rome in 1367 ana'was-received amid great rejoicings. The factious and tur-bulent- spirit.of the- Italians-

induced him to transferthe Papal residence to Avignon in 1370.
i

_ JSt. Thomas, Apostle.
St. Thomas, also called Didymus, was' one -of the"twelve Apostles. He was a fisherman on the Lake ofGalilee when Our Lord called him to be His ApostleThere are only three -incidents related of him in theGospels, but these- are enough to make his charactermore familiar to us than ihat 'of any other, except

bS. Peter and Paul.,. .; - -, . ■

GRAINS OF GOLD.

GOD'S LITTLE FLOWERET.
A Floweret grew iir a dismal valley,; ■ "

Where all around" it was wild and drear-Where love came seldom, "where" raged unceasing
'

The storms of sorrow_and sin and fearAnd the Floweret turned its face toward heavenCrying, < God of Pity, look down- onane,
And take me away to Thy peaceful gardens.Across the'bosom of Death's dark .sea!'

'
Aye Maria.' ,

"'

God heard the cry, and, His hand outreachingDrew forth therFlower.from.the wind-swept valeIt was weak and wasted, and worn with suffering,ibe poor little face of it pinched and pale.He softened the wrath of the heaving billows,'He roll©* .back the angry',.clamorous waves,'-
And smoothed a path for His tiny FloweretO'er Death's dread sea_*aud the Land of Graces .ihe Flower He brought home from the lowland wildwas the stainless soul ofa holy child. "

The.,goldenmoments in the stream of life rush past ■us, and-we see nothing but sand; the angels come to"visit- us, and we know them only when they are.gone/

wnrSncrgZ7iU d,°,ai^th-inS &it can be done in"the-world, and no talents, no-circumstances, no opportir--nnUs will make a man without it. ■
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8 J1 Î?,'Pleasures :tHafcmake:life sweet] as-

1 maW it MtlerCa?U'reS'"ay-" do -more tnaii afflict-ions to'

A generous prayer■ is.never presented in vain- the
TP^XSfiLma 7b|rejusedrbut the petitioner la alVavs;Ibelieve, xewarded l>y some ■ gracious visitation^— R-Lotevenson. . . . . .

Every one among us.loved Keene, whose
.roles- on -the boards .were. usuallyv%lie irate father,
the cold-blooded

'
family "solicitor, tJie dishonest -

skin-flint, the close.-fisted or profligate husband, but who in_
real life was" the gentlest, -unost upright and generous

.of men. " . �.,..
-'-- . We were a theatrical -'company,.? gathered together

After the opening oF the- season- from the ranks ofthose unfortunately out ..-of ,an engagement, by a lead-
ing man who was determined^ to 'star.' And aftera'

"short tour on the .road,'we"were actually playing in
New York; although riot at"the paradise of an actor'sday-dreams, a Broadway theatre". - '

Not -so long'.ago, ther"player's calling; was looked
down .upon by Urn people

~
onithe other "side of '-thefootlights even while they..-.applauded - '.the player's-

genius, " "- v ''' """

Now we are judged mor
te jusUy, and

'
the profes-

sion is known to be made "up of men and womenwho, in- their virtues or their
-
faults,-,only 'hold themirror up '

to the rest of- Che world.-
'

_In our- company there were several -Catholics, in-cluding Joe, Richard, and"myself. .Someone" had askedus to contribute our mite to the St.-Vincent de'PaulSociety, and at intervals tVused" to"go around col-
lecting the dimes and qua£Cjjfs;from '"my 'band" and.any ottiers who -chose- to -give/ usually -the wholecpm-
Pany. "

�
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"
sThere are no people on carili more generous, and

charitable than the -members' of '
the p-rofession,-' un-less, perhaps, it be- the , very poor of the tenement-

house districts in a great city. - -
>
'
Here comes Mimi with -her little green silk bag,'

Mr.
'
Keene would say as. he caught sight of me on

these occasions, aiid down would go his hand into
his pocket on5 the instant. , - :

v It was ,the same whenever"he -.-Heard-the""'story- ofany poor; fellow, either in our ranks -or 'outrbf them,-
Avho wft.'down on his luck.-- When any woman wasjs.in need-; assistance was-

always■as delieately~asid'^
chivalrously ren'erecL.as though she -were a>princess-?-

Hitherto 1 had
' played

-
only ingenue-parts. -~Sttt-ihis year, when' the

' leading"lady was taken ill><^d-*trad to give up, Ifound myself at a" bound promoted
to the top .rung of our ,particular- theatrical -ladder.'It is- all right, ]\"&mi, you can.do it !' Joe ex-claimed when I toldhim.

-
-,-~-^^S

'
Very proud I" was -that he thought so, .for. our

acquaintance.had begun only when we were-both-"♥'en-gaged by the actor-manager. tX ' -
~r , ■ -. ' --'" -

We were; friends from this hour, and he grew so
fond of me that became almost jealous. Rich-" aid and tare- to-be- Iniarrled 11'at the' c'fose of tlie sea-son. ..-.-, --'

■ .. '
But the old man-said 1 looked likevsomeone -he had

known long ago, and I"understood"that many of- the
little acts of kindness .he showered- upoii"-me were
prompted -by his enduring* affection for that "

other wo-
man, whoever she was.- *A,% least. s>he vmust now lie-gray-haired"and elderly, unless, indeed,- >vhile still in
her youth and beauty she -had made her- exit from"
|
life, in- the first' act of,, the _drama— idyll,""comedy "or
tragedy— whatever it was. -

■
l" _

Yes, we,all knew he. hadUiis. romance,-and o-ne'day,-
with the h«edlessness, of youth and an Impetuous dis-position, - 1" niade bold to ask him about -it.

0Mr.- Keene, you must-haxe.^often .thought, me -anaudacious little minx,' 1
~
began,t'<'-and.^ydu you

I are" a beautiful old heror in, jny -.eyes,,, sc don't be
amgry when I

' asti you to tell me a
'
story.. Why

have' you never married?"'"'-'''
The question disconcerted him,-aiid-was,-truly, an.impertinence"for which I

-
blamed myself as

-
sow*'as it, was uttered. t :<',-;'', ' ,* t.

- -
He tried\ to ,s,mile, buii' -'th"e.-^sadl-ex,pressi9nr pf

'
hiseyes haunted me for days

'
afterwards and his

"
voice

trembled in spite 'of his attempt''to ke.ep it steady.'Ah, -Mimi, child,'.- he^'ep.lied.v" 'IanY justranother"
who has "grasped at happiness"and failed"to' obtain it.
When..l

'
was a young .. man. I.^hadj my vambition.-_ .1

dreamed of becoming prominent in- my bailing;- a' stair
'. of the "first- magnitude:- - 'l;henr*g'row'n:*TioK;:rand'"famous,
"I would marry- the woman- r-'loved.*' She was

'
not

one of us, .and wished -me to adopt another- profes-
sion. It"was the one pointrupon.which;;we differed.

Circumstances parted us. My dream of fame" and for-' tune has' tib't yet come - Urue*~ and never
'
will." " Uong

ago," she became the- wife of another. For years "I
haVjO" "heard nothing of her; Ido 'not even know her
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