
The New Zealand

TabletTHURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1906.

THE CHRIST-HUNTERS

when, with a collective-' we, ', he made ./the following-vbrutally frank declaration of 'ministerial policy.at the
recent Congress of Teachers at.Amiens :—: — - -,
■-'"-' Wev- must:get~ rid of' Christianity. . . We have

hunted Jesus Christ-out.of- the schools, out of the uni-
versity, out of thef .hospitals, the refuges, nay, even out ..
of the gaols 'and the} Punatic-asylums. We must now
hunt 'Him out o'f

i
"lh'c-iGoyeminent of" France V

�.- :The■,- closing and confiscation of Catholic institutions
all over France,- of -27,,000' schools, the proscripWonT or
banishment of 160,000. -persons devoted to Christian
education and Glirist-ian charity is now succeededby the
new of the so-called'Law'of Separation. It
-is an effort- to- substitute >a lay for an .ecclesiastical- government'of t,he'-' Church;' and-f-failing) this—to vconfis-'
cate' to secular uses every church', seminary». andpresby-
tery in. the,land.

-
And in addition tovthds, -the Christ-

hunters "forbid;all. public "worship, unless'carried out with
the knowledge' and sanction, .of '"the," Government -. and
under such restrictionsas it may impose. All'persons-dar-
ing without leave to worship God in'the temples of "their
fathers are to'be treated'^as if

-:j>h'ey were~thiey.es or for- _"
'gers. The old worship the Most High/God is;now '

a high crime against- the Freemason-Radical-Socialist
'machine' that

"
now

'"
Tammanies lodge-ridden France.

Even so strong a socialist as M.- Paul Meuhier (deputy
for Aube) recently published a protest "againsj^-the so-
callecULaw of Separation."^ He' said in part :— -/

1The law of December 11, 1905, is not a law of
separation between the churches and the State. It is
a law "that has the' outrageous pretension to reorgan-
ise 'the churches in France. .T iPis a civil-"'constitu-
tion 'of the clergy: -It- is a>" bad law.

'The Pope, .is " justified..lie:wfll-^not .haveJthe as-sociations for.-public - w6rship.. .-That'is ftis^business.
He- is the absolute- Head-of the Catholic .Church/. He

..organises,his Church, as he :fitii That visV!none
:..of- our:business, and I4o not' approveJof the French- leplslator substituting himself', for ' the Pope" and the

Bishops- for »the organisation and government'of
"

the
Catholic Church in France.'' ; " ~ s

And even so strongly, anticlerical ,an organ as the
Paris 'Temps -' recently pleaded-'for 'liberty of ' con-
science

'
j it.condemned as 'anti-republican,'. the>lat-

tempt to.
' impose upon" the -jUathoJLierreligion a mode

of government that Is foreign td^fe -principles.'; and it
,pleaded for Christians in Fr.adce. the same' consideration
, that is extended to-Mahometans in..Algeria— even though

the-Mussulman's 'Mecca is -in Arabia, and the"Khalif,
Mahomet's successor, reigns in Coustantinoiple'� Events
will move at a pretty rapid pace -in France during the
nex,t few mont/hs.; and the proceedings- of the- Carist-
hunters will v bc watched with-interest by the. civilised
world. As to, the jiltimate .result of this atheistic
persecution1,we have no.fear. ,' v

'
;' <-' -

Notes

.N yesterday,-*. December 12, the Lodge in ex-
X. celsis .entered upon the latest and bitterest-f phase of its war to- the death against Chris-,

tianity in France. .There -is, fortunately/
no mistaking > the." object of the .aggressive,
Freemason official atheism that at present
rules the French, Republic. The Premier,\
M.-Clenieuceau, though brought up a Protes-:

taut, carrieshis* atheism upon his' sleeve. He »is (says'
an- English^ ''.contemporary) 'a militant"atheist, .and"
loves to talik- "of having scaled heaven and dethroned'
Gdd-V--f-And'- M. Briand, Minister of Justice and'Educ-
ation, spok'n* for his coyeagues as well as for himself

The Irish Delegates
The'greatest enthusiasm has/been aroused by Mr.

B.avlin .at all the meetings addressed, by him thus "far
in New ~

Zealand. His , magnificent oratorical gifts have
captured and captivated his audiences everywhere, and-the
success of the delegates' mission to New Zealand is—al-
readyassured. .We learn fromMr..Devlin that.he and his
colleague,Mjv Donovan- (who<is to arrive about Christ-
mas) will remain"in New * Zealand'till'"the second 'of
F-ebruary. Thi(? extension of" timer from \the previously
fixed date/ of., departure—January 11—will enable them
to speak in many centres in.the Colony that, under "the
previous 'arrangements, Ihey could.,'not- have, visited.

Is this aRecord?
Our readers-" have long-been familiar with' the success

generally achieved by. Catholic schools In the worlci of
inter-school athletics in 'Now Zoaiamll But (subject to
correction) we faiicy that the pupils of the Christian
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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII. TO THE N.Z. TABLET.
PergantDirectores etScriptoresNew Zealand Tablet, Apos*

tolica Benedictione confortati,Religionis et Justitice causampromovereper vias Veritatis etParis.
Die4 Aprilis,j9oo. . LEO XIII., P,Jlf.

IMHSLKTM.— Fortified by the Apostolic Blessing, let the
Directors and Writers of the NewZealandTablet.continue to
promote the causeofReligionandJusticeby thewaysof Truth
andPeace.

April4, igoo. LEO XIII., Pope.
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Diseases Bye,Ear andThroat.
~

*■ >; " t

A,Priest, in a, Country Parish lias Light
:. Employment" for an ELDERLY MaN;used to gardening

and general outdoor work. A comfortable home and -moderate
wages to a suitable person;must,be in good health,and recom-
mended. 'Apply/ .:"■. - ' - -' -

Supbeioeess,Conventof Mercy,Lytteltori.

pONYENT OF THE. SICRED . [pE;iRT
■ - ri?xi!d:jL.-K.TJ'. ' '-,-"-"

THE ANNUAL SPIRITUAL RETREAT :., FOR LADIES
Willbeginat 7p.m. on-Wednesday,the 9th day of January

1907, and willendon the.morning ofMonday,
the 14th Jantjaky. . -.

TheRetreatwillbepreachedby theRev. Father O'Dwyer, SJ.

QONVENT OF^THE SACRED HEART
Island Bay, Wellington.

THE ANNUAL SPIRITUAL RETREAT
FOR LADIES

Willbeginat 7.30 p.m. onMonday,the 7thday of January,1907,
andendon.themorning,of Saturday,12thof Januaky.

TheRetreat willbe preachedby the Very Rev. J. Ryan,S.J.
Ladieß who wish toattendshouldapply to the

Reverend Mothbb Superior;


