
(low, on the same spot, „on his head, and again walkedaway unhurt, what would you call that ? '
' The same man ? ' demanded 'the witness '

' Yes.' '
•

'"The same window ? ' > '

' Yes.' . _. ..

' And fall on the same sidewalk ? '

' Yes.'
"

' -"'

_

' I should call that a "habit.

TAKING PRECAUTIONS
An old Queensland farmer, while on a visit toBrisbane, was taken with a violent toothache.' aridcalling on a dentist, was iuiormed that the tooth mustbe extracted and that he had better lake gas for theoperation. ,

The-patient agieod to this, and tlien' started to'counthis money.
The 'dentist remarked, ; "Oh, you need not pay meuntil I have finished.^
' I reckon not,' replied ihe farmer, ' but if you aregoing to make me unconscious, I though-fc T-d iest liketo see how I stand.' -

ODDS-AND ENDS
According.to the representative ol Armsteong, Whit-worth,.and Co., .who., certainly ought %o know thegieatest. advance in mechanical-industry during the lasttwenty-one years; has been .iu theanakingCaM^design-

ing of machine- tools. As • these - twenty; -years- ' hav¥seen nearly all the growth, of • taction by electricity,;tie rise of the motor' industry, and the a-daptation ofthe turbine to naval requirements;;.this means-much;—

Bill Jones is a country storekeeper in Queenslandspring he, to Sydney"*6 purchase astock of goods, lhe goods .were shipped immediately,and reached home before he" did. . ' v-.v»
When the boxes were .delivered at his store by :drayman, .his wife happened to looli at the largest:She uttered a loud cry and called "for a hammer. Aneighbor, heanng,the, screams, her assistance, 'and asked what matter. .The wife, pale'andtaint, pointed vlp- an inscription oii; the box, which read-as follows: ' Kll inside.' ;'

-

FAMILY FUN

,An Omelet Cooked in a Hat Over the Flame 0r" aCandle..—State that you are about., td'cook~v arifomelet i
.-

i
Tou bresuc>foaf eggs-in hat, place the- hat' fora short time over the flame of a candle, and shortly

hot
produce ** ' omeletj ■ completely, cooked -and; quite>

S^80",8 Wl- ■%.-:;.crc4WbV- enough ,to Relieve-«2KL2y
+ h^lß^f' ceHai« -ingredient you - have '■enabled to. .cook, the -omelet without fire- ! but- ■ the :secret of the trick is, that the omelet had'been pre-viously ;pooked and placed in the hat, bait-could nothe seen because-- the. operator, when breaking the eggs '*•

placed it too ing h for the spectators to- olserve tie--k?- The
-

eßgs -were empty ones, the contents hav-ing .been previously by -b©Wg : sucked-througha small aperture ; but. company " froVbperatbrrshould,bperatbrrshould, as if by accidentlet a. full-egg fall 1 on the "table,- which* breakingduces..a -belief that- the pothers- are- also full.-- ■ *'-/■ .

What that >hich no one wishes, to, have and -noone-wishesto: Jose; ?h>. A,bald-vhead.; " ■
V™ 17

*,

1S I ".-6*tepost Hke a potato ? Because - theyare put -Jn^p.-'the-ground to--propagate.
. Why are ;igiven over to plunder "~

Because they are, sacked and burned. ■■■■■■■'-■ ■"■"■< - ■ '■-
What isxthat which- : is; often brought to the table'>cutr pack- of caßds.v. : '"

- What moral lesson does .a, weathercock on- a. church-steeple continually -inculcate■;?-■-.V;^is; /vahe^tcr a spire . ;

„™* 9
7 a, boy, throw dust Jh-his ■teachei-'s7 Jv. ?ecause - *t niayr ..p.cbasian harm to ' the pupil ■■■<'■ -

~.,W
haV. are > th e- mos\. unsociable things in ': the world?Mile, stones, for see;two..of them together."a .:' ls ihat; whl^hj:' Adam-never

Parents
yet: gaye ;tw° : to- each i of his chferw^?.

Why is chicken pie like a gunsmith's shop ? Becauseit contains fowl-in-p»ieces.
W £ a

,

fr
,

wor<i may be prononnoed quicker by addinea syllable to it?-'"Quick., : ■ .

All Sorts
In 1875 the United States possessed a population•-between 40,000,000 and -15,000,000. It has doubled in

. thirty years.
The length of ,tinie elapsing between the issue of a~Bank of England -note and its return, varies curiouslyA thousand pound .note's 'life' is fifty-five days'; the

ltfo of a hundred pound
-ten pound note., fifty-eight days, and of a five poundnote i sixty-two days.

New trigonometric, measurements in Nepal, Indiamade by an English-surveyor, show that Mount "Ever-est is 29,142'feet high, or 140 feet higher than it'wassupposed to be, and much the highest mountain in theworld. Mount Everest is found to be north of theHimalaya range and not part of it, as has been sup-■ppsed It is a member of a gftup of peaks that are/not Himalayan.
£. worthy bul, somewhat pompous 'member of" a »North Island school committee, addressing the pupilsat s the annual breaking-up ceremony, said :—' My youneifriends, let me urge upon you 'the necessity of "notonly reading good books, but also of owning them,so- that you may have access to them at all times.Why, when* I was a young man- I used frequently towork all night to earn money to buy books, and thenget up before daylight -to read them!'

' Among the Israelites, the delivery oE a shoe was _used -as a testimony in transferring a possession Ashoe was cliawn oil and handed to a neighbor ' amithat was a testimony in Israel. shoe onproperty was a sign of new ownership, as, '~lntoMom will I stretch out my shoe,' Ps. ftx. 10. From "

this came the custom in England of throwing an oldshoe after a bride, as a .symbol that Ihe parentsgave up a-11 authority over their daughter. -In Turkeyafter marriage a biidcgroom is pelted with slippers ashe, leaves with his~ bride. -

»

"*

. It is regarded by patriotic Englishmen as a gravereflection on one country's horticultural prestige thatthe highest piizes at the National Rose Society'sShow at) Westminster should be cariied off not by•English, but by Irish groweis "{says the London cor-respondent of the ' Freeman's Journal '). The onlynow roses that gained the gold medal, the highest dis-tinction in the rose-growing world, was the * MrsPage Roberts,' exhibited by Messrs. A. Dickson ~andSons, Newtownarids, and the ■« Mrs. Stewart Clark '

grown by Mr. Hugh Dickson, Belfast. The first was '

a.■ salmon pink shaded tea lose, and "the second a tea
lose of a novel - magenta shade. It is evident that"there is something in the soil and climate of Ulster :

especially favoiable to the'production of roses.
■ There are domestic fires burning in Yorkshire to-day which have never-been out for hundreds* of yearsAt the old-fashioned farm-houses in the. dales of York-shire-peat is still burnt. The fuel is obtained 'fromthe moors and stocks >of it are- kept by thefarmers in ' their stack garths. . The country round -

-about is noted for Us 'girdle cakes,' which are bakedfrom dough baked in quaint pans suspended over thepeat fires. These fires are kept glowing from genera-tion v to generation, and the son warms himself at thefire which warmed his sire and his .grandsire and hisgrandsn-e s sue. Tlmie is a fiie at Castleton, in theWhitby district, which has been burning for over 200years The record, piobably, is held by a faVmJiouse '
at- Osmotheiiey, \n the'same district.«*This fir© hasbeen burning for 500 years, and there are records toshow that it has not been out for" three centuries.

Dr. Schmidt, a German medical man who assistedat the last Olympian games in Athens, has publishedsome very curious results of scientific observationsmade.-by him on that occasion. It, appears that he
,

examined the hearts of the German athletes beforethey engaged in the. competitions, and that, havingfound them to .be of abnormal size, he came to the—conclusion that they had •no chance *n- contests re-
<_ quiring great energy and -endurance: His, conclusionproved to be right. Yet one cannot help remember-

ing that when the greatest lacehorse ever known-Eclipse, was opened its death, 'it was found td "

have a heart something like double, 'or more thandouble the size oE the hearts of the many competi- 'tors it -had beaten during its wonderful career. DrSchmidt found that the American athletes had hearts -

smaller than tho smallest hearts ever measured in a -

Grerman hospital ; and the Americans . did well DrSchmidt attributes the enlarged hearts of his fellow-- countrymen to a wrong
_

system of training and iniu-vdioioT»* living. .
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