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A Warning. Lesson . . ) o
" For good ot evil, oe of the shortest cuts to the soul
of a nafion, goes t]uough the school. The Revolution
knew.this wthen; it introduced the fad of hard secularism
into ihe schouls ‘ We bave already the school without

God !, said’a Freuch educational ‘journal ¢ at lengthl
we shall have the' Republic without God'.  Anmd this
(according to M.' de Lanessan, who was Minister Vof

Marine din lthe late Waldeck-Rousseau Administrafion)
is what is aclually coming 1o pass in - lodgeridden '
France. In a recent article in the London * Times'®
{which had previousiy appeared in-the Paris * Siecle ’) he
sajd © -The young people -who have received their cdu-
cation im our secuiar schools during. ifie last iwenty-five
yéars .have completely given up religion.’ ! This,” says
the < Catholic Times ' of Oclober 10, *is an adnfission
the force of Which ought not 1o be meglected by mem-
bers of Cbristian denominations during the present
crisis, TFlere weé kave an avowal from a Fresch Minister
that one of the resulls-of secular educalion is the de-
struction ol the faith of the rising generation.  This
time M. Lavine, the. implacable ememy of theCatholic
~Church, who represenis lhe Times " in Paris, deserves
the thanks of ¢ the Chmatlan Churches. He has rendered
the good cause -a useful serviece, and s0 bas M. de
Lanessan, who, by the way, is the gentleman that at
Toulen kicked a crucifix oul of the door of the hospital, -
the chapel of which he had comverted into a music
hall.’

¢ A Profound Politician’ - _ *

.t Trust me ’,~says I'luto in Disraeli's *© Infernal Mar-
riage”, ‘1 am a profound politician. I keep each fac
tior in awe 4y the bughear of the other’s supremsacy °.

- A PRevetend Pluto from the Empjire City seems to he
‘a profourd politician’ of this school. Last week,
st the Preshylerian Assembly, ke awed (or rather
sought 1o -awe) simple-minded folk of his qwn religious
persuasion by the overshadowing fear of the undue poli-
tical domination of one-seventh of {he popula,hmn of
New Zealand over the remaining six-sevenths. The pre-
sence of one Catholic in the Cabinet, and of {wo Catlh-
elics in the House of Repljesenta.tives, is, so far as we
are able to judge irom: his sormewhat cryplic utierances,
ihe ostensible reason that has secared our obd friend
into recourse to his -smeiling-salfs. The good map is
welcome to all the / friendly watehfulnéss ’ in our-regard
ikat he can spare frem his own Hock, Thegwatchiulness
is nothing new,; the friendliness thereof would consti-

tute a novelty that would be highly appreciated. Kind
words, especially from unexpected sourees, are sweet,
draughts in the cup of life, ¢ a concert of music in a

banquet of wine’. But one needs a compound micro;
scope lo discover eilher kindness or good sense or pa.m-
otism .in an attempt 1o inject seclarian distrust - q
passion inle our public life. That soit of devil is casy
to raise, but difficult to lay. New Zealand will,, “we
hope, long be spared the grave scandal which has begup
to settle like a blighting curse upon’ pBlitical life in
two of the States beyond the Tasman Sea. ~In New
“Bouth Wales and Vietora, an ill-conditioned and turt
bulent faction, headed by the Orange leaders and ‘lhe
‘ yellow * clergy, have conducted, and are now condncts
ing, election campaigns on a purcly sectarian 1ssue-—-—the
one plank in their platform being the exclusion of Calhs -
olics and of fair-minded and toleran{ Proiestants from'
public lile.. . May God guard New Zealand, and. every
part of it, from . -tire  spirit of becbfman disunion and
hate thal has turncd Llhe north-east or * yellow ? corner
of Ulster into a political hell 6 the damned !

Growth of Unions

Germa.ny is, perhaps, of all others the land of the
mElubtna‘I ‘‘verein ' or umon Herem it has more than

ity

” ecelesiastical

any O‘ohre'r‘Européan nation, retained the traditions of
the middle ages and their employers’ and workers’
guilds. The Industrial Comciliation and Arbitration’Act
of 1894 and ils amendments. (1900 and 1901) iha.ve in
proportion lo population, ‘made New Zealand, in the
_matbter of such- wiions, What Grerma,ny is among the
" mabions ~of Eurdope. 1In 1396 - (when the - Act came
into aclive operalion) thereywas only one union of em-
ployers, with 30 members and 65 unions of wotkers,
having an aggregale of $870 members. In the present
year, of grace 1906 the employers’ unions have risen to
133, with a membership of 3,276, and the workers’ unions
to 261, with a membership of 29,869, During the
period 1895-1906 the * factories * (within ihe meaning of
the Acit) have increased from 4,109 1o 9,881, and the
“workers cm.ployed therein. from 29,879 to, 70,403. *'Dur-
ing the year 190567, says a pa.mphlet. just issued by
the Department of La.l)m Ut Ita§pectors of Awards have
collected, on behall of workmcn, the ‘sum of £1,154 for
- wages due . under awatds, ele., and bave conducted 263°
cases hefore the Arbitration Court, winning 213, losing
31, aml 19 being withdrawn . 1
A Political Humbug )

The Freemason-Aiheisi~* Blo¢® organ,” the Paris
‘ Siecle ¥, -is as frank as M. Clemenceau and 3. Briand
in- avowing thehostilily of the dominant Fr(.nph party
to* religion. The aim of the Government (it admits) is
‘ to shake off ihc volke of the Papacy '.  And, as with
associations nearer home Lo us, any siick, however rot-
ten, is good enough for the back of * Rome ," One of
the weapons that 1!; has taken wup—or that ha.s placed
1Lself_1n the hapds " of the Government—is- the anti-
Catholic ]omnahstm hack, Ues Houx, a hired” employee
of the antl-CllrlsuarL Ma,tm who has started .an
organisalion with ihe. Elaudulent title of *The League
of French Catholics'.” The object of this anti-Catholic
organisaticn’ (as slated in-our issue of last week) is to
further schism (il- possible) by geiting ‘the -countrol of
properiy inlo the ha.nds of org‘amga.tuons-
hostile to all religion, and 1o use the levera.ge oE ‘t.he
position thus gained for "the” purpose of forcing the
Paope and the French Hierzrehy. lo recede from that at-
“titude of firm determinalion in regard to “the - worship
asSociations which has proved so embarrassing io the
ruling clique. So clumsily” {ransparen a device * will-
hardly achicve its purppse. And the unlnown Des Houx
is not qultc the man to carry to a.successiul issug a
-revolt agalnst the ecclesiastical a.ut;hont;y in Fragce
He reminds one of a characler in - Sybil ~-Muddle- =’
brains, who is described as *a political humbug, - the
" grealest of all humpugs ; a .man who swaggers about
London clubs and consults solemmy about hiz influence,
and “in thg country is a nonentity ’. Des Houx i_s__a.
nomentity in Patis as well as in the provinces. - The
studious reticences of the cable-demon clap upon him .the
Linsel aureole of Catlholic leadership. . Bubt going; to
Des "Houx, and his alheislic a.ssoua.trcs iox La.thohmsm
is like the process which in the Cellic saying is- “de-
scubed as gomg to ihe goat's house to look for wool

.
Blb]e-m-Schools .

The Bible-in-schools agitation in New Zealand has
passed out with the Aowers that bloom in the spring.
Al ihe inquest ihat was held upon it at the recent
Prcsbyterm,n/ Assembly in Dunedin, it seems to have been
5m1cla11y aglced that it met'its dealli through cold, ex-
posum, “and negleet—the cold of a chilly a.tmosphere
of popular disapproval, exposure 1o the merciless logic
of destruetive criticism, and neglect on ihe parb of the
(Rurches to which it owed its existence. - In Victoria
the movement is also a fmlom hope. But in that

—alllicted State il scems lo have been recently captured
antd -in part gcaplained by the * yellow ' faction. The
resuly is  just whal one might expect: much senseless
" hysteria, and the uuat(ﬁvua.ry Lornadoes of ahuse and
vituperation of * Rome’ fur ils atlitude of antagonism
to the Protestantising of public instruction at +{he
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