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- 'f‘humday, ﬁoveini;er 2§, 1906

¢ Yes.Bésides- {hat; 900,000 means ~ aboiil ohe in
thirty-six of, the population, which moans that _ ome
family in every seven “is c¢bueérnéd, French Eénius has
not yet leirned. thal 'ihe 'Gov&rnmerid -'should not” be
absolute, The ' French'are Boverned'by ‘officials ;" they
have not” heen trained”’ ‘9 ah’‘independent’ éourse Lot
action, apd a Ereat many’of  fhe ‘péople "think | noth~
ing ok.. politics. [ The “gifficilty . of -bringing 'in a Catho: '
lic Government is directed” by’ foréign ' ons.,
The monarchy would Hhave:'been restoréd*under Comte |

de Chambord as ‘Henry V., “but “for ~'such’ reasons.

and many -people fear’ that " "a Catholic Govérnment
wera lo cotne in” it would" me€in “conplications. The |
one : o R SR

[ A T

Real Passion:of .the -French - oy

at the present dime is'-forpédce, There is' nothing
that the French™ 'as' a “mnabion  will n6t do soomer
than go to war,~amd thit is tle most’extracidinary
iransformation’ of a: peopleWe' have' séen. They have
& feeling that so long as thé" Republic stands, and
is powerlul, péaéd’-i{s’ securei-- To sécure-- this” the-
Freemasons have it- In .their programme to -reduce the
regular Army to ‘a midimdib,*'and’ to have -as little
regular tlraining as ~possible. " - They " alsa” seelk to *-do’-
away with officers wearing™dniform*wheh off “duty, to

apolish the officers™ mess, and get rid 'of barracks; °
local militia” tBained” by 1ibeir- own officers, so that

to have no military surgeons; 1o ~have practically

they shall have no -commosi ~spirit, ‘ard fo do away

v

with all military cmblems, from flags to drum. After
the Dreyfus case had -been® started, hundreds of lec-
tures were given up and’ down ‘tihe ~country, - with®

lantern slides, showing the <ruelly of- officers “Powards
the rank-and-file. Many of thest Téctures were' given
by Preemasons who themselves weré “officers, but Wwho
professed to show how oflicers-but - not - they—treated
their men in thé Army. In every dharrack-room the
Government  orders  that’ ihe ** Declavalion of ihe
Rights of Man' shall be posted up, sb that the
common soldier shall ‘‘ recognise that heé is” as good as
his oflicer.” - ’ ’

"The Freemason wanis )

An Anti-Christian -Republic

which will stand for industry and peace—and occasion-
ally he adds Socinlism. ~The Freemason likes, of course, -
10 have control in any body 'in which there is power,
and would like to conlrol Socialism ; so that while he
springs from the middle classes, ‘and prefers the older
form of individualismi, he coguets with the Socialist
idea. Catholics, however, are more or less committed,
by the nature of ihe case, to a Republic which would
have more respect for its Army and Navy, and which
would take a certain military character, ~ They have no
political cohesion, however, becausethey are distracted
between what is leit of. Lhe'.inonarchical spirit and the
difficulty of accepling the” Hepublic. Leo XIIT. did his
best 1o recommend o hasi§€ "of agreement between the
two parties, but Leo XII1. supposed ihat ihe Republic
would be fair,’ From all this,” Dr. Barry thinks, one
can understand the Law of Separation and the suppres-
sion of the Budget, A Republic of this kind

Will '1\'oi; Granl Freedom

to the Church—established or  disesiablished ; that is
guite clear. It will always do ils best %o hamper the
action of ihe clergy and fo make it difficult to be g
Christian. Even when Gencral Andre was twrned out,
and there was an oulery all over Fraiice at .his op-
pression of ihe mililary officers, the manr who was put’
in his place was also a Fremmason. ¢ You must, not
imagine,’ remarked Dr. Barry to’ our representative,
‘that I speak from parly [eeling, 1 havé the greatest
‘admiration for the ¥rench people; I have Dbeen i~
France, and I write and speak French. It would, be -
the greatest' possible, ddvintage 'if° the French  coukd
reconclle their difierences and assume once moTe theold -
French characleristics—chivalry, courage, sense, light,

arnd good hature. .

¢ What is the result 10.be? The more ore cares for
. France, the more oie fears that it is passing through a
crisis, No greater misfortune - can - happen to Europs -
than for France to ' be sbloited:=out ; but the things
they are doing-there are making-that possible. ' The

¢ Entente Cordiale ' '

I care. about is not a military.one;-but an interchange::
of good offices-between the-Fnglish-speaking “taces and
the French; and if France hecomes maraily weakenad .
and chaotic—well, we kiow, ~how thany, or how few, .
miles it is from Metz to. Pars. [ Tt.is'but a short lour- .
ney. _ N Y L VP
Refelring to- that statement of" M.’ Lanessan—:, Some
say the evil is clericalism=<I siy the .evil is God': Isg

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

. Tepresentative to' make I ) e did  not .
. spgaktof Freemasonry without reasofl.” He' emphasised.,

““considerations. | .

- made ;conld-be praved by do'ciyﬁ'e:q’panyc“_‘e\fi_ﬂe“;—’—mucﬁ’,‘at
, least,;of which,was, and is,-id his possessign, .., .- "

, their faith will tuke

*"Sehools L
“weatried. out.

»:of the! public

- nominational.

that a common atiitide ?—~Such stalements have. been?.. '

T T

- ‘made over and over again.  One Freemason—who had’
. been ja- Protestant pasior—declared with evident, satis-.

.faction : ¢ The Freach Republic is "anti-clericdl and anti-
] ‘Christian.” - I T .
g DL Barry, in concluding. ‘the'interView,” begged. . our

iy guive clear ‘that “I# did .not.

(Again! the fact, 1Hat he had uob derived, his dpformation’
from-Cathplié authorities’ becdise ihese woiyld, ab onee sbe,
suspepted and hé added . thal every, statement he had;’
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} " rWe donet hold oursetves responsible for the views ex'iiresaed by cor-
N r A .

o regpondents.] . -

.[""A 'SUGGESTED FORWARD MOVEMENT ON-
. THE EDUCATION QUESTION, a

.y

To the Editor. * ™

: -Si;,—-’;}Xmonggt the Catholic pegble the co;wiét-ion,- al-

ways .strong, is decpening more amd more, of, the. im-
portance and absolute necessily of the maintenance of,
Catholic schools in ‘Lheir midst.” ‘Lhey. kéow that: it is
only in a Chrisvian )
root aml beecome g Hving realily.to
them: Their inlerest in (heir schools is neither .. mori-
bupd nor dead, so far as their determination to .main-
bain them and send their children-to them is concerned i
and the new generation of people, wio  have grown up
in them and realise even hetter {han their parenis the
peculiar difficulties and  dangers to which their children's
faith is exposed, are hardly likely to relax in any way,
in the good work which their parents have so faith-
fully performed in the past. ) ‘ .

It is not necessary to stale that the present . cdu--
cational system las never heen agcepted by ihe Catlholic’
people, nor by their . natural leaders, the Bishops,:: . as
satisfactory. ~Eyer™ since its coming into foree it has
been regarded - 'as a system .thal is godless. To Tbe-
taxed Hor ‘this system, while conscientiously maintain-
ing our own schools where possible, was regarded - as
legal iplunder and tyranny, and of course is still  so
regarded. At that time, the non-Catholic bodies tame-
ly acauniesced, mors or less, in the new system, wilh
the result that, whalever were their views in accepting
it, the non-Catholic clergy - are profoundly dissatlisfled
willh the present position, owing no doubt to the non-
Christian spirit of many of the risin generalion. The
Bible~in-schools League have confessed th fajlure in mak-
ing any serious impression on the oou-rg:ry in favor of
their -views, as can he.seen from the’ newspaper re-
porls of 'the ‘doings of , the recent Presbytenian Synod.
This “is what was 1o be expected. The .sense of just~
ice and fair play of. the commurnity is very. much alive.
‘\Pepplq can see that it is bad enough—if they will not
sce that it is unjust enough—for Catholics to-be taxed
for schools which = they eannot .conscientiously. make
use of, and if they do so-at all, it is only.in cases
‘where there is no Catholie school available. Theoreti-
cally, - the pubilic schools are. free to. all without: pre-
judice ' 1o {heir religious. convictions, and sostheir case
looks ‘plausible, Buf who would maiwbain ~thal in the
school, where Ulhe child spends so, much. of his time
*each -day,” " that " colorlessness. in  religion,'is.sufficient
pabulum for training of the child-mind in the way
it should go .and grow,? L. .

' 'To, be. taxed for ,schools where the -teaching .in. re-
ligion iis a negation or a blauklis wrongsenougly,. and
even though everybody will not see- it -unjust enough:
»Bul If you are 1o be taxed for the endowment of Ja
creed, dhal you regard as posilively erronegus,
“still having to maintain schools at your-own,
the' injustice of the double -taxation becomes clearer
antd hardly any less dificult to  bear, I should think:
That the Bible-in-schools people have -not made. head-

‘way shows not so much ihat their people are.not - in-. -
are unwilling °

lerested in-. the /question,. as _that they
~tos:do; "an  injustice thal ihe , ends. of sthe Bible-in: -
League, however good-in ‘themselves, .miay . be -

obtaining what Bible teaching they may . .wish
school guriiculum,-
may “fry to quibble,. the schools
I.do
good thing il that, were so0, and. frankly:acknowledged.
accordingly by *ibose who wish—Bible. feaching:-in +the
:public schools. ‘It is at {lis junclure- ;
Scolt’s sugpested movemenst, as, . 'L think, comes -ir
His - suggb§ted approach. td .the -heads of the.- gifferent

however : much. they

~ denominalions would; whatever .ils vesult, bear -fruit.
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For iI non-Cathelics were to succeed-in -
as part -

-become frankly: de- -
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