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“Current. Topics .

‘The Irish Envoys

.In _another- column there appear the’ la.test parblcu-
flars *to hand -regarding --the" a,ppl:oa,chmg visit of Met;srs
Devlm and -Dondvan, the envoys of the Trish people to
New Zealand.-- The South is to be favored with ihe
first visits of 1he -delegates irom.the Green Isle, 7The .
time ‘for ,plepa,ratlon n. sholt and precious; and in
‘every ® centre whcre a visit' is “expected those mterested
should be up and doing, arrangmg for the welcomlng
of the envoys "and”ihe holdmg ‘of meetings, and’ forming.
commitiees of people of every creed and -country that
believe in” exténding 1o ‘the desolate and depopula,ted
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land of the tear and lhe smile those Tights and liber= =|-

ties which have enabled- tliese countries umlu: the
‘Southern Cross to grow alursst at a bound into strong
and pmspemusﬁ young nalions. -We hope the air will”
vibrate with the welcome {hat will be accorded by this
bright and happy -young country lo the enveys from the
old and most ‘distressful land seckihg some’ of- the ele—
mentary popula1 nghbs that '.we enjoy.

Lest-We- Forget

‘ Tew ‘bnng up a ch11d in the wa he .should go—
travel that wa- youlself ’ ’l‘he * wisdomn * is . rlghtr al-
lthoughr the (artificially poot) spelling needs reform .
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But the aulhor, like Marlhoroy ugh and Marshai Saxe,
was stmngcl in a.chn than in mtho-gra.phy The true-;
houst,fa,thel and housemotiler, like the- ‘pastor of * Sweet

Aupurn ', ‘ allure to brighler worlds ?; and, like him tbo,—
they ta.kc care Lo “lead the way’'. A gossamer thread
of "good example will- dmw where a’ dozen- stockwhips '
will not drive. S St

« Went to Smithers" .
Experience is (or should-he) a lamp to the  feet. Bul
the lamp, like that which fired Chicago, sometimes geis
lucl.ed ovu, and with instructive it not often pleasant
resulis, At the Presbylerian Assembly in Dunedin last
week o g,emal Nartiiern pastor told.(according to the
¢ Star’ Leypr}.) how his experience led-him to make up
his mind Lo join a sociely started by clergy--
men’, Bul if a momenfs of  good-natured -acquiescence -
he kmked his . la.mﬁ « pver. ‘I joined *, said he, ‘Lhe
Bible-in-gchools Lcaguc Started by Bishop ‘Neligan, and
it went {o smithers . T 3 Weakness of all such
schemes, They are alchmecteﬁ 011 1he Wrong Yines, And
when t:hey fall and” break idto © smlbh-ers there -is \in
every * smither * a warning Ie?sson trha. l}e who runs may ™~
read. Has not Young somewhere ,sa.xd that even on.
the thorns of life ¢ delightful wisdom grows ! ? oo
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Prize Bboks ’ ‘
- The a,pploa.chmg anitual school distributions remlnd
us once more of the need of an ammual waxmng‘
against the joll- headed pra.ctme ol , selecting - prize-books :
by no-belter.ériterion than the sound of the tille or
‘the glint of gold-leaf or silverdoil upon the binding,
We have to remind thosc whom it may concern ihal such
methods of choice have, to:our knowledge, led to- the
circulation, among sundry Cathohcﬂ children in New Zea-
land, of literature qf an .exiiemely ¢bjeclionable Fkind,
We have more than once pointed out -specific instances
in whicth No-Popery publications of an 6uua.géous kind « -
have bten disiribuled as prizes to Ca.trhohc children .at
State schools. And we have reason to fear-that:slip-
Shod and haphazard methods of selection have resulied

in pupils atlending even- Catholic schools being  * re-
warded ° for proficiency in  their work by giils of 1ile
sort of printed stull ‘which Twa,ln designated by the

title ¢ literary. oleomalbarme N 1!\;'1 to” which- anolher-
authot affixed the aph verbal laheIE,‘ ‘ exotie,. neurotic,

amd tommy-rotic’, We know ol no better scrvice {hat
cottld be done to desurving movemen“hé than “to see thae

annual prlze dlbtrlbuuons mads - the occa.smn-for the
_extensive .distribulion of such e}g&ilent publications -as
those of the ¢ Ave Maria ', _the Boston * Pilot ' Publish-
ihg Company (Lb‘)LCIﬂ.lly Miss Conway's works), and .the
various . Cathohc Truth Sociefics (Engllsh Australigms=
N and Interna.tlonal) Tor thosc mtcreslzed we would re-
peat Captam Cuttle's remmder ‘that ¢ the bedrings of -
-this- ob&arvatmn lays in the. a.pphca.tion on it
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.Blb!e-inaschools, R LP. - - - P -

. “The * overwhelmmg majorities ’ of the B1ble-1n-schools"
. .leaders -have at length vanished, their  bounding hopea.
"are shattered, and L11L11:--~rose—colmed curlains afe now
drawn argund thé corpse- of ike movement for the sec-
tarianising of. our public.schools.. On. la,:at Friday - the
Rev. Dr. Gibb laid “ieforg the Assembly of the New Zea~
land - Presbyterian Chulch a.t Dunedin a report from the
- Bible-in-schools C‘ommlttee announcing ile; demise 0[ the
movemeut The report said in part -

“The hapcs entertained a -year ago tha.t the -gene-
ral election would advance the cause of Bible-in-schools
Jy bringing a Plebisciie Bill within nmieasurahle distance

- Were,: unhappily falsified by the:,event."- Very iew of ihe
" méinthérs-of the new Parliamen _f"i"a.vor a,ny*form of Bible

-} teaching-in the ndbional. ! schools -and only some thirty of

“thém profised 1o support a- special reféredduin of the
question to the electors., In {he facer of these things,
_ the executive of, the  Referendum League could only con-
© clude that the iime Was'. inopportune for the continu-
ance of wihe Cawmpaign- which ‘they had been -strenuously-
comducting up’ to the dale of ihe election. Vexy regret-
fully ihey- resolved to- dlsconllnue the services of the
-apent, and to desist-for the present from ihe _various
other’ activities in wh:r.h ‘they had been’ engaged -
There is no good in hlmkm;, the fact that the cause of
the Bible-in-schools,.regarded both from ihe standpoint
of-“parliamentary approval and popular sympabhy,,shows
- mot a_few _symptoms .of decadence” when comparison is
madé heltiween Lhe state of matters exmbmg to—day ‘and
that which obtained thee years ago N .

.

And so on. Ewven - the' strenuous a.nd roseate-viewed
Dr.- Gibb—who bore lhe movement ‘on, his” shoulders—
admits *if not a deteat at leasé a :gerious reverse.’
‘ The members of Parliament,” added--he, ¢ kiew quite.
well ‘what the position -was, and’ had” declcled to - do
.nothing “in fhe matter,’ nd the. " Rev. “R. J. Porter
averred ihat ¢ they were. now further from ha.Vmg “ihe
Bible . 1est01ed than they were- five ‘years ago.’ The
B1‘n1e—1n—schools ‘ovement, like Maodoﬁa,gh's cadaveious
Iush Waxtm was © dead Iong ago only-it * had " not
energy cnough to close its_ eyes.! This’ chautahle\ qfﬁce
~has now been performed for it. "We cannot’ say that
we, regref its demise. It may, perhaps, leacl to the
formula.tmg of some scheme of seltlement of- 1he school
difficulty in which fair <dfd equal- tleatment will -
.meled out—to CQatholics, Jews, and Plotesta.ut dlss1-

n

- denis. If it does, "the Leu.gue wlll not have died. in
vain, X

. S——
-Home Rule . —— K

« There is:-(iccording io megs{.oue) a ‘Lnbe of bar- -

bauans in 'ﬁaxkcst “Africa who have a motlo which
runneth thus: * Labor kills a mag but strengiliens »
woinan.” And among the ‘Supélml -races therc. are

some who believe- (or proibss to believe) -that, the
Home” Rule which strengibens ihe rest of ihe Bmpire
would kill Ireland ' [atally dead.’ It iz the only white
.. mén’'s country m a,ll ihe. King's dominions which (at-
. cordln-g -lo the sa.mc school of slatecraft) it~ is right
-and -proper 1o govern. in ‘atcordance with the wislies of
a small miuoz‘ity or ¢ garrison * ihat are alien in bloed,
Jin religion; and in .sympafhies and aSpiratlions from
Lhe vast bulk of ihe popuintion. Happily, in this -con- -
nection, ‘a great “change ' (says Mr. Labouchére- in Lon<
don ‘Trulh') ‘has come over British public._opinion.
The colonies have always been iy favor  ¢f - -IHome
RuIe being granted. The Irish- are siealfa¥t cin- -stheir
démand for it. In ¥ngland and ‘in Scot.la.nﬂ my firm
belivf -is that -ithere is. now a wmwajority for it I have

always been a I-Iome Ruler, because” I- believe.in this
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